BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of a Recommendation Concerning the
)

Surcharge for Deaf Relay Service and Equipment
)
Case No. TO-2003-0171

Distribution Program Fund.



)

ORDER DIRECTING FILING

The Commission discussed the Deaf Relay Service and Equipment Distribution Program Fund surcharge during the Commission’s Agenda session on March 13, 2003. The Commission finds that it would be aided in its review if Staff would find a supplemental pleading regarding certain issues, including a clarification of the following: (1) whether H.B. 7 anticipates a total appropriation to the fund of $5 million or of $7.656 million; (2) the Commission’s ability to draw upon the fund balance in excess of the total amount appropriated; (3) whether Staff interprets Sections 209.253.3(5) and 209.258.2, RSMo 2000, or any other statutory provision, to authorize the Telecommunica​tions Access Program to pay salaries and benefits for its employees from the fund, and whether there are any restrictions on such use.  The Commission notes that Staff was present during the Agenda session, and encourages Staff to include any additional information Staff believes might be of assistance to the Commission.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That as soon as practicable, but no later than noon on March 19, 2003, the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission shall file a supplemental pleading as directed above. 

2. That any response to Staff’s supplemental pleading shall be filed within one business day of the filing of Staff’s supplemental pleading.

That this order shall become effective on March 14, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 14th day of March, 2003.
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