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 Staff’s Statement of Position 


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) and states:


On November 25, 2003, the Commission issued its Order Resetting Procedural Schedule and Accepting Testimony Filed Out of Time, in which the Commission directed the parties to file position statements by January 21, 2004.  The Staff’s position on the single issue identified by the parties is as follows:

Issue:

Mid-Missouri Cellular (“MMC”) seeks designation by the Commission as an eligible telecommunications carrier (“ETC”), eligible to receive Federal universal service support.  Before designating an additional ETC for an area served by a rural telephone company, the Commission must find that the designation is in the public interest pursuant to Section 214 of the Telecommunications Act and Section 54.201(c) of the FCC’s Rules.  Is granting ETC status to Mid-Missouri Cellular in the public interest?

Staff’s Position:

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the FCC’s rules allow state commissions to designate more than one ETC in areas served by a rural telephone company so long as the state commission finds that the designation is in the public interest.  This finding requirement places the burden of proof upon MMC to prove to the Commission that the public interest would be served by granting ETC status to MMC.  The Staff believes MMC has not provided sufficient evidence for the Commission to make a finding that granting ETC status to MMC is in the public interest.



WHEREFORE, the Staff respectfully offers the above position statement.
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