BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of Missouri-American Water
)   

Company for Authority to File Tariffs 

)


Reflecting Increased Rates for Water

)
Case No. WR-2003-0500

and Sewer Service.




)

MOTION TO SET LOCAL PUBLIC HEARINGS

COMES NOW, the Office of the Public Counsel, and respectfully requests that the Missouri Public Service Commission conduct local public hearings in the above styled case.  This motion is made for the reason that Missouri-American Water Company has filed a request to increase its rates in all of its operating districts within the State of Missouri, and local public hearings in those districts provide the best means for the Commission to discover the opinions of the public in regard to the proposed increases.  


Public Counsel proposes the following dates and locations for local public hearings:


1) Brunswick: Sept. 3 (afternoon) (location to be determined)


2) St. Charles: September 8 (afternoon) at the St. Charles County government center


3) St. Louis County: Sept. 8 (evening) at the Commission’s St. Louis office.


4) Platte County (Riverside water and Parkville sewer): Sept. 10 (day) at Riverside City Hall.


5) St. Joseph: September 10 (evening) at the City Council Chamber


6) Warrensburg: September 16 (evening) at the Municipal Building, 102 S. Holden St.

7) Mexico: Sept. 15 (day) (location to be determined)


8) Jefferson City: Sept. 15 (evening) Commission hearing room

9) Joplin: September 23 (evening) at the Joplin Municipal Building, 303 East 3rd Street. 

Public Counsel further notes that intervenors in this case have assisted in making arrangements for some local public hearings in this matter.  Those other arrangements include:


1) obtaining permission to schedule a hearing at the Riverside City Hall.


2) tentatively reserving, for a local public hearing, the municipal building in Warrensburg for September 16, 2003, at 7 pm.


3) tentatively reserving, for a local public hearing, the municipal building in Joplin for September 23, 2003, at 7 pm.


Public Counsel has contacted the other parties to this case with this proposed schedule for local public hearings.  The following parties have responded that they support this proposed procedural schedule: Missouri Energy Group (MEG); City of Warrensburg; Utility Workers’ Local 335; Empire District Electric; the City of Jefferson City; and Missouri-American Water Company.  The City of Joplin has tentatively scheduled its municipal building for a local public hearing on September 23, and agrees to that time.  Counsel for the City of Riverside expressed concern that he has a trial conflict on September 8, but Public Counsel is unsure whether counsel can arrange coverage for a September 8 hearing.  Public Counsel understands that the Commission Staff will also be proposing a schedule for conducting local public hearings which may vary in some respects from the schedule proposed in this motion. 


WHEREFORE, Public Counsel respectfully requests that the Missouri Public Service Commission set local public hearings in all of the above-referenced service territories, preferably on the dates proposed, but at any rate, at a time and place which will allow the Commission to obtain testimony from customers of Missouri-American Water Company regarding the impact of the proposed rate increase.
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OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC COUNSEL
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