BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Of the State of Missouri
	In the Matter of the Request from Customers in the Rockaway Beach Exchange for an Expanded Calling Scope to Make Toll-Free Calls to Branson.
	)

)

)

)
	Case No. TO-2003-0257


SECOND STATUS REPORT

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) and states:

1.
On October 18, 2004, the Staff filed a report on the status of this case.  The Status Report stated that the parties intend to treat the Rockaway Beach petition similar to the procedure proposed in the Final Report and Recommendation of the Industry Task Force in Case No. TW-2004-0471, In the Matter of a Commission Inquiry into the Metropolitan Calling Area Plan and Calling Scopes in Missouri.
  The Status Report also stated that the parties would hold a settlement conference, after which the parties would inform the Commission of whether a settlement has been reached.


2.
The parties met in a settlement conference on December 16, 2004.  Attending the conference were representatives from Staff, the Office of the Public Counsel, CenturyTel of Missouri, LLC, and the Petitioners.
  Under the Task Force’s proposal, the settlement conference is the sixth step in the petitioning process and states:

Within 60 days from the submission of the petition, the Commission shall convene a conference of the interested parties, including the petitioner, the Staff, Public Counsel and affected carriers, to meet and discuss the petition and any possible modifications to such petition.  The petitioning party has the right to accept or reject any changes made to the petition, and is required to notify the Commission and all other parties of the final petition to be considered.

During the settlement conference, the parties discussed several expanded calling issues that will likely need to be addressed.


3.
The parties agreed to meet again and discuss these issues, and to file a pleading by January 30, 2005, advising the Commission on any progress made during discussions.  This filing should also advise the Commission on any recommended procedure for moving the case forward.

WHEREFORE, the Staff respectfully submits this Second Status Report.
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� The Staff is currently working with the telecommunications industry and the OPC on a draft rulemaking to implement the Task Force’s recommendations.


� Representing the Petitioners were several community leaders and business owners in the Rockaway Beach exchange.  The parties were unable to contact Mr. Charlie Fain, Attorney at Law, whose name appears as a contact person on the Petition.  The Staff does not believe the Petitioners are currently represented by counsel.
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