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Sponsor:

	

Bob Schnur Resolution No.

\4'i II;RfuAS,

	

the St . C'ttrtrlrs County Charter, :art . II, Section 3 .5? 3 (3002)c calls Ior
the County Council to provide. a County-vatic ,1laster Plan fear the
development of the County; and

WHEREAS,

	

tile Plan shall set forth policy regarding tile social, governmemal
economic and physical development of tile County; and

WHEREAS,

	

tile Charter indicates that tile Plan shall include recommendntinn.s Ivr
the most desirable use of land within the Coteuv for residentutl .
rccreatiotial, agricultural, coniniercial, industrial andotherlutr)wnes ; Ior
the most desirable density of pc?pu1ation in the Cuuntr: for a Systettt of
principal thoroughlitres, highttiays, streets land oth ;r~lmblic way's: li,r
airport; . Parks, playcrounils and outer public open spaces: ii,r (lit:

gLneral location, relocation and intitrovealent w ;nt't,lic builtlim s : Eiar
tile <_encral location and emem of public utiliti:, :tttd tcrmitrtls tbr
water, stnval e . light, power, transit and otlwr ptnposcs, \vlieft .r
publicly or privately owtled ; for adetluale ihamare lacilitics mid
control ; :utd for such other matters as stay be beneficial to the Couuty :
and

WIII RF,AS,

	

the I'lan Sltali contailt a statement of the ubjetar.cs . Standards and
principles sod:-,lit to be cntlu dicd therein: and

\\'I I1:RLAS .

	

rite Plan shall be based on studies of physical . social . economic aauf
r ;overtnnrntal conditions and trends and dcsi._ncd to a-;sure il%
coordinated dcvclopnteru of tile C()unty and to I)rt>nniie the

	

4aertl
,veiimi and I?rospcrity of its t'coplc .

NOW. THEREFORE 131: I'f

	

[3Y fl1F ('()IINI1 tY)l!NCII, OF 5T.
Cl l ;\Rl_1 5 COUNTY, ill'-~S()URI,as follows :

I lie St . Charles Comity lk9aster Plan, atta;hcd Itercto as Exhibit
":\", is hereby approved aitd tile Council hereby orders tli at tile
Plan sltAl be. made available to tile public .

,"t cut)% ul'the Master Plan shall be submitted to the Nlx;tcr flan
'015 Coan :nittce. The Cotttrnitar shall use tile Master Plan n.:



0('1 j
IT PASSED'

a guiding document in making long-teen strategic planning
re¬ommemintion.s for St. Charles Count<< taovertnnent .

The Director of Planning shall notify the. Council tiahcn the costs of
making the plan .availal>!ee to the public are known so that the Councif
may fix the cost as required by .Article 11, Sectioo ? .a3~ .

CHAIR OF `I'! IF CC)t1MC'11 .



December 15, 2003

Dear Reader;

Office of the County Executive
St. Charles County

	

100Ortwurth
County Executive

On the accompanying pages, you will find the updated St. Charles County Master Plan
examining the needs and priorities of our county through the year 2015 . By evaluatinm
current conditions and future trends, St . Charles County Government has developed
this master plan to support its vision for community development in the years to come .

The Master Plan 2015 is intended to provide a benchmark point of reference with regard
to the effective implementation of public policy-The primary goal of the Plan is to
balance, an a ccunhvvide basis, the competing issues and interests which affect future
growth and development patterns within the county. It sets policies and identities and
evaluates community planning goals and areas of Community concern . In the final
analysis . it presents recommendations for community irnllrove1nenls arui advancements
to better serve our citizens .

In dosing. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the individual Citizens v:t1o
volunteered their time to work together to develop this plan that will shape the future of
(>11r cocu;ty t91raug11 the year 2015. The master plan process also includes ongoi^g
re "/18w and revision of the loan . Tilt? pr0%C:k: inu3 : be a cOnunueus one if the couWy i$
t« keep this plan current and ycared toovard the evciving needs of our community. I
el1coulan0 our citizens to continue tc "work with us to see that the aspirations ct this
Master PIan are walize~d to the benefit of a community blessed by continuing progress

Joe Ortwerth
St . Charles CourAy Exertulive

Exn:ulivo Cifi:n auDding " 100 North 3rd Stfoot - Suilo 316 " SL Char'o3, MU E3301
Telepcone 6Y-M-'520 " Fax 03'3-049-7521

Etrstlil address : ,ountyexdmall .w1n .0rg
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ST. CHARLES COUNTY, MISSOURI
Mission Statement

St. Charles County Government is committed to providing exceptional public service to
its citizens through principles of character, professionialism, and conscience.

To accomplish our mission, we shall :

" Develop policies and programs based on long-term planning strategies which are
responsive to community needs and which strengthen families and neighborhoods
for generations to come.

" Provide helpful information about government programs and priorities to St .
Charles County residents in order to promote informed citizen input and
involvement .

" Promote intergovernmental cooperation with other political subdivisions in order
to better collaborate in accomplishing common objectives of community
betterment for all of our citizens .

"

	

13nsure accountability- to the taxpayers of St . Charles County by utilizing fiscally
responsible practices.

"

	

Continue to provide professional, responsive service that is easily accessible to
our residents and businesses.
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EXECUTIVE SUM1tiIARY

Target 2015: Prosperity Through Planning

MISSION AND PURPOSE OF THE MASTER PLAN
The St . Charles County Master Plan 2015 provides a comprehensive planning instrument for the county that
will guide its physical, social, economic, cultural and governmental development through the year 2015 . The
plan was created by and for the citizens of this community through the authority of the St. Charles County
Home Rule Charter.

The plan establishes an action plan that will lead the county into the nest century, harnessing bold ideas and
progressive strategies while building on the county's available resources and assets . It acknowledges the con-
vergence of St . Charles County's invaluable historic legacies with its recent extraordinary- growth and the
prospect of boundless opportunities . The Master Plan 2015 provides direction that will assure coordinated
and balanced development while preserving those features which have drawn people here to live, work and
raise their families .

DEVELOPMENT OF THE MASTER PLAN
The Master Plan was developed by seven task forces and a steering committee . Each task force and the steer-
ing committee were comprised of residents of St. Charles COMM wlno volunteered to assist in this effort .
Each planning task force was assigned a subject area and given broad guidelines for drafting their portion of
the plan . A member of the St . Charles County Planning Division served as planning coordinator. Each task
force engaged in the following practices in order to develop their final report .

"

	

Develop a mission statement for their particular subject area .

"

	

Identify information needs and resources . Conduct public meetings and solicit citizen input .

"

	

Establish goals, objective and action items.

"

	

Submit a final report to the Master Plan Steering Committee.

t\ Master Plan Steering Corntnittce provided oversight and was responsible for tine final draft. Committee
members were responsible for reviewing each of the task force's goals, objectives and action items. The com-
mittee then made additions, changes or deletions based on: 1) their view of the overall role of county - govern-
ment, 2) financial feasibility and 3) legal responsibilities and limitations .

Following the Executive Summary are the overall goals, objectives and action items submitted by the Master
Plan Steering Committee to the County Council and the County Executive. This document also includes gen-
eral demographic data .

Executive Summary



"

	

Community Health and Human Services
" Community- Infrastructure
" Economic Development
"

	

Environment and Natural Resources
"

	

Housing & Land Use
"

	

Parks, Recreation & Cultural
" Public Safety

STRUCTURE Of THE MASTER PLAN

The St . Charles County- Master Plan is organized by chapters . Each chapter addresses a major planning sub-
ject. The major planning subjects arc:

Each of the above chapters provides the following information :

Mission:
An explanation of the purpose that the task force used to guide its planning initiatives.

Background :
General information and challenges related to the chapter's- topic.

Goals, Objectives & Action Items :
r\ set of the planning goals and their supportive objectives and action items . Action items include a priority
(high, medium or low) .

Resources and Acknowledgements :
Acknowledgements of those individuals and organizations who contributed to the plan .

PLANNING PERSPECTIVES

Communities derive their uniqueness from intangible forces. The purpose of this planning effort is to recog-
nize these qualities and incorporate them into this Master Plan . 'File participants in this process acknowledged
that we are stewards and have attempted to enhance tile natural evolution of the county instead of manipulat-
ing or inhibiting its growth and progress . There has been art attempt to recognize the balance that should
exist in all elements of planning . St . Charles County- and tile cities within it retain a gteat potential for blended
experiences which stimulate personal and public growth .

This planning effort included individuals from across the county- who contributed their time and best efforts
to create a Master Plan that is fot vard-looking and flexible in order to enhance the prosperity of all our resi-
dcrtts . The task force members, county employees and the many others who have provided input to the plan

Executive Summary



are appreciated for their work and interest . Because of their participation, the St . Charles County Master Plan,
Target 2015, is a reflection of all who make our county an exceptional place to live and work.

St . Charles County is on the western fringe of the St . Louis Metropolitan area . The area consists of eight
counties in Missouri (including the City of St . Louis) and four counties in Illinois . As St . Louis County, an
inner-ring county abutting the central City of St . Louis, reaches a mature level of development, St. Charles
County, is expected to continue its rapid growth . It lies in the path of the westward development pattern with
in the metropolitan area. Because of this and other factors, St . Charles County has been the fastest growing
county in the metropolitan area .

Much of the county's growth is attributed to the abundance of residential housing development, which tend to
be less expensive than comparable housing available in the more developed St . Louis County-.

The pattern of westward migration that has occurred in the St . Louis region for decades is continuing to add
to the population of St . Charles County. While the St. Louis metro area population increased by only 8%
from 1990 to 2000, St. Charles County's population increased from 212,907 to 283,883 residents, an increase
of 33.3% .
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DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

Population Trend of St . Charles County
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REGIONAL GROWTH TRENDS
Projected Population 1990-2020

1990 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020

St . Charles County

	

212,907

	

283,883

	

314,500

	

343,100

	

368,500

	

382,300

St . Louis Region

	

2,389,616

	

2,482,935

	

2,546,200

	

2,603,500

	

2,653,700

	

2,689,300

Source : East-best Gateway Coordinating Council

The following data demonstrates the rapid growth in housing that has occurred in St. Charles County. In the
ten-year period between 1990 and 2000, the number of housing units in St . Charles County increased by
33.4% (26,401 units) . This is especially significant because the St . Louis region as a whole experienced an
increase in housing units over the same 10-year period of only 7.5°o.
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2000 St. Charles County Population Compared to
Metro Area

88.6%

11 .40%

86.4%

13.60%

St . Charles County

M St . Louis Metro

2020 St. Charles County Population Compared to
Metro Area

St . Charles County

ISt . Louis Metro

Somze: Eae'l-IF'es! Gateivvy Coadlnallrg Council, Population and Emplo;mew.
April 2001 page r .
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In 1990, St . Charles County had 2.83 persons per household . This exceeded the average household size when
compared to the City of St. Louis and the State of Missouri . The table below shows that trend was still the
casein 2000 .

Misouri

St . Louis City

Average Household Size

F ---- -

2.2~ U2000 :
2.34

	

! 1990,
I

St . Charles

	

a~ `, ,*'KS -'"

County

	

_
12 .83

0 0.5 1 1 .5 2 2 .5 3

Soune: US Census Bureau
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The data on the median age of St . Charles County residents indicates that the county has a primarily youthful
population, compared to both the surrounding area, and the state as a whole. St . Charles County- comprised
95% of the metro area median age in 2000 .

Missouri

St . Louis Metro

St . Charles
County

Median Age of Residents

28 30 32 34 36 38

Soune: US Cenrut Bureau marl tllij,ouni State Cersiu D,ita Ceiller

The chart below shows that the County- has a relatively affluent population . The median income of St .
Charles County- families represented 140°/0 of the median family income of the state of Missouri in 1959 and
again in 1999 .

St . Louis City

	

'

Soave: US Ceni-Its Bureau
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