BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

Petition for Suspension of the Federal Communications
)
Commission Requirement to Implement Wireline/Wireless
)
Case No. TO-2004-0232
Number Portability, under 47 U.S.C. § 251(f)(2).
)

ORDER GRANTING MOTION FOR PROTECTIVE ORDER

On December 11, 2003, the Commission issued an order that, among other things, directed the Petitioners
 to file documentation supporting their Petition for Suspension no later than December 19, 2003.

On December 16, 2003, Petitioners filed a Motion for Protective Order and Motion for Expedited Treatment.  Petitioners state that their responses to the Commission’s December 11 order may include competitive pricing information and technical, financial, and business information of a confidential or proprietary nature.  In addition, Petitioners anticipate that other parties to this case may request or utilize information that contains customer-specific information, competitive pricing information, trade secrets, and confidential, technical, financial and business information, or other material of a confidential or proprietary nature.  Petitioners state that none of the information sought to be protected can be found in any other public document, and public disclosure of the referenced material may tend to harm the interests of the Petitioners, their employees, and their customers.  Petitioners therefore request that the Commission issue its standard protective order prior to the December 19, 2003 filing deadline.

Upon review of the Petitioners’ motion, the Commission finds that there is a need to protect confidential information and that the request for a protective order is reasonable.  The Commission has previously recognized the need to protect confidential information, and the issuance of protective orders has helped to minimize disputes in past cases.  Therefore, the Commission concludes that the motion should be granted and the Commission’s standard protective order should be adopted for use in this case.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the Motion for Protective Order and Motion for Expedited Treatment filed on December 16, 2003, by Spectra Communications Group, LLC, d/b/a CenturyTel, and CenturyTel of Missouri, LLC, is granted and the protective order attached to this order (Attachment A) is adopted.

2. That this order shall become effective on December 17, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 17th day of December, 2003.

� The Petitioners are Spectra Communications Group, LLC, d/b/a CenturyTel, and CenturyTel of Missouri, LLC.
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