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City Council approves tra

nsfer of control on U.S. Water

The Lexington City Counci » T

sty Counctd volg ‘hased T i
st an agrc;menl [(E;r tg-anq‘.' : (\):-)Ib.t.‘ [,0 "!‘.‘Nd for 2.9 Milhon Dobtars. The There are numerous ongoing acli
foduction and distributi en " “l.u:.r City will acqtire all U.S. Watcr, Inc. that are required priol'.io lhe“:"' d;-ll(m'i
r\. 'du‘c n and distribution system  assets except fi ic iture, W, e
P cets on fune 20, 2010, A pt for some office furniture.  ment to U.S, Water, Inc. and will req)u‘i?-c

o The City's. i 3 ;

nexi siep for the citizens to acquire U.S Chys "pkm is to offer employ-  six months to sccom plish M

Water. Inc. Ao ment o all VS, water, Inc. employees.  details will be pro 'Ltm; tn the neor
This discossion will take place withina  future provt o the near

U5, Witer, [nc. assels were pur-  mombh.

Deur Editor:

As o former resident of Leximngion, I'm pleased that voters
there have approved acquisiion of the local water company.
A municipal atility w provide a new source of revenue will
help the Ciy of Lexinglon m Mmany ways. :

Apparently, the City went about the acquisition of U.S.
water Co. in the right way this ime — not: what happened
pack in 1992 when 1 served on Lexington City Councit.

Fnough said. «
This now munwipal waler uithity s a8 important first step
it Lexingion's future. Another Siep which needs to be raken
ASAP 18 scrious consderition by City officials of annexing
wable property atong the new Highway 13 corrider, with
e aim of forming a public-private partnership to puild an

indusirial park ihere.

Jobs are the key to Lexington's future, and [ believe this
cannol be overstated. On June 22, the U.S. Census Bureaw
/ relensed itn estinnnes of population from July 1, 2009
Lexington shows a progected 4.48 | residents. This is not good
Cnews, as it shows in effect nu growth at all during the past

decade.
Besl wishes 1o evervone in my old hometown! .
Max R, Welter

Boulder, Colo,
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Veilurie 48, Numn er 46

Voters okay city’s purchase of water system

Auditorium 1ssue
gets thumbs down

By Joe Parmon
wy Edi

The water syslem serving
the city of Lexingion is on its
way (o being in the hands of
the city.

The fate of (he Municipal
Auditorium remains up in the
alr.

During voting on Tuesday,
Lexingion residents gave the
green light for the city 1o pur-
chase the water system from
U.S. Water Company, with
the referendum capiuning 63
percent approval (447-259)
AMONE voters.

Meanwhile, in 2 non-bind-
ing referendum that asked
residemts if they were in
favor of raising property
taxes 1o fund $920,000 worth
of tenovations W the audito-
rium, voters gave the thumbs
down by a margin of 414-
291

A towl of 707 rcsidenis
turned out to vole at ihe
Lexingion United Methodist
Church.

For the pasl several weeks,
city officials have been tout-
ing the benefits of a city-con-

Residents sign in to vete Tuesday al the Lexington United Methodist Church.

trolted water system — both
in terms of the number of
shori- and long-1erm
upgrades {0 the sysiem that
are planned along with how it
could boost economic devel-
opmen effarts,

Bonds will be issued for §5
miltion to allow for the pur-
chase of the systemn and also
for improvemenis Lo the sys-

3!
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tem. Water bitls are expecied
to rise about 310 a month,
alihough officials have notedt
a larger increase — the first
oty water users have seen
since 1989 — was on the way
under the former owners.
During Tuesday npight's
City Council meeting, Mayor
Jerry Brown thanked ail those
who voted in favor of the pur-

Joe Parmon

chase, Brown also thanked
council members for their
effets to drum up supporn,
along  with  Communiny
Betterment for their backing
as well.

Brown added that 1he city
will not waste any time iy
preparing to take over the
system. A special council
meeting was planned for lasy

night to hear proposals from
several engineering finms in
regard to the preliminary
report due to USDA on the
System.

While the future of the
city's water system is coming
into focus, the future of the
auditorium remains cloudy
after  Tuesduy's  voue, If
Tuesday’s referendum

{1 passed. the same guesiion

was expecied o be placed on
the ballot in November a5 a
binding referendum.

As they embarked on a
campaign to sway volers gar-

, lier this spring. members of

“'the Friends of the Lexinzion
Auditoriom announced big
_plans for the building, which
“they envisioned hosting a
variety of events from ineet-

_ ings and conferences to plays,
proms, and receptions. In
transforming she  building
into a vibrant community
center, members said it could
Have a big evonomic impact
on the community.

Members said that rent
generaied {rom the eveats
could make the building a
self-sufficient entity while
providing arevenue stream to
fund future upgrades and ren-

jovations. The buitding has
been closed sinte kst year

due 10 handicap accessibility
concems.

FOLA member  Abigail
Tempel said she was disap-
pointed with the vote but
added. " always see the glass
as half full. Forty-two percem
realiy is a decent figure, and
while we didn't make 51, it
would not have taken much
more to be there,” said
Tempel. “'It shows that many
people believe in the auditori-
um as an essential economic
toul.”

Supporters of the auditori-
um are far from giving up.
Tempel said the FOLA mem-
bers woutd be meeting
among themselves and with
city officials to discuss where
to tuen from here. Tempel
said the group wowld contin-
ug 1o wack down grani possi-
bilities 10 fund renovation
work, adding she'd still like
t¢ see a bindiog referendum
put on the November ballot.

“{The auditorium) is an
economic tool that we siill
have 10 look al sericusly and
do cverything we can 10 pro-
tect.” saidd Tempel,

“"We think it still has a
viable future. we just have to
look at what's going 10 be the
best way we can make that
happen.”




Administrator passionate about
pronosed takeover of water system

— By Joe Parmoen
oy ior

To Ciry Administrator Bill
_ewis, the proposed lakeover
. of the city’s water system is
o nore than about providing a
1) nuch-necded revenue stream
\2 ‘ar the city’s cofters.
0 To him, the future stability
@ 5f the city could be on the
& ine when voters head to the
olis June 8 for a special
:lection to decide the issue.
The referendum will be
wking residents whether (0
low the city 1o issue $5 mil-
ion in bands 10 purchase and
mprove the water distribu-

352

The cost of operating and’
naintaining the system
0 \nd the principat and interest
m the bonds as they become
tue ~— would be paid for
hrough revenues generated
)y operation of the system.
3 I'he city would also establish
w tnd collect rates and charges
W-gr the services provided.
< 1.S. Water currently operates
v he syslem,
During Wednesday's neet-
J ng of the Lexinglon Rotary
L Tlub, Lewis said residenrs
Fvould see a $10 a month
g ncrease in their water bills if
2 he city were 10 take conurol
g;f the system. But afrer 20
2 sears without any water rate
I pcreases, Lewis said a larger
tUrike was planned anyway by
& he System’s current Operator.
T Lewis also outlined a host

cEE593729
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ion system serving the city.

Joe Parmon

City Administratar Bill Lewis talks with Lexington Rotarians
ahaut the proposed takeover of the water system by the city.

of planned tmprovements to
the water system. Initially,
Lewis said the city would like
10 place stand-by p6wcr S¥S-
tems al the wastewaler (reat-
ment plant, adding the city
would cunently run out of
water within just a few houns
in the evenl of a disaster.

In addition, plans call for
construction of a new elevat-
ed water wower along 5.
Highway 13 10 increasc water
stornge capacity and address
waler pressuie probicms in a
portion of the city. Increasing
the capacity would be of
great use in ihe event of a
major fire or natural disaster,
said Lewis.

Lews said the citv would

akso like to evaluate and pos-
stbly replace fire hydrauts,
many of which are more than
50 years old. The city would
tike 10 do the same with ils
waler meters.

Lewis added that plans also
call o treat the water with
fluoride 10 protect the teeth
of young children, while
addressing taste and water
quality issucs as well.

“We would also like o
meld the water and sewet
systems together and create @
Department of Water and
Sewer" said Lewis, adding
water and sewer employecs
would be cross-trained so
they could handle work in

Continued on Page 7

city manager of Perryville, a city oi

.o -

Council retains Lewis as administrator

ment to provide the citizens of Lexington
Prior to coming 10. Lexington, Lewts
nad served for the past five years as the

with extremely strong professional ser-

ices.”
edge of the state. A native of Spongficld.

1L, Lewis has worked in similar positions
in Sugarland, Tex; and Ponland, Tex,

Counci)'s decision and Mr. Lewis™ agree- -
around 9,800 located near the eastern

“As

sawd Brown.

said Mayor Jerry

was hired as a fulldime city administra-

oh News, Friday, April 30, 2010

/f

when he's not at City Hall via telephone

i AL PRIt 3
and the Tnicrner.

Y

exing.

Lewis will be working from his home
“This provides the city of Lexinglan

within his famitv as the reason. Lewis
and the City Council with a professional

city administrator witil issues with his

ciung -health issucs with himself and’ fnayor. 1 ani"deliéhtc‘d with the City
family are resolved,”

tor Jast fall., -

L

£y,

The

._.,..
-

ounced his resigny-

Lon from the position effective April 30,

.

ork one week a month for
dnths at City Hall.

&

us Editor

>

Bil Lewis will be staying on-as city-
admimsirator -~ af.least on a part-tinie

hasis.
The City Council ’I',l}csdny_night voted

10 redain Lewis as administrator and  Brown

wlow him to w
the next six'm
Lewis recently ann

“New

By Joe Parmon

’
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Voters to decide future Qf
auditorium, water system

By Joe Parmon
News Editor

The fate of the Lexington
Municipal Auditorium —
along with the future of the
city water system — will be
in the hands of Lexinglon
voters during a special elec-
tion june 8.

During a special meeting
of the Ciy Council
Wednesday night, council
members approved putling
up for public vote whether or
nol to issue $5 million in
bonds (o purchase and
improve the warer system
serving the city.

The cost of operating and
maiptaining the system —
and the principal and interest
on the bonds as they become
due — would be paid for

through revenues generated
by operation of the system.
The city would also establish
and collect rates and charges
for the services provided.

U.S. Water currently vper-
ates the system.

City Administator  Bith
Lewis said the rationale
behind a city takeover of the
water system is fairly simple.

“The city would like 10
purchase the sysiem for the
benefit of residents. By keep-
ing revenues from the systent
in Lexington. we'll be able to
do some other additional
improvements on the systeim,
rather than having an outside
owner own the facility.”
remarked Lewis. “Most
cities own their waler Sys-
tem, and we do feel we
would benefit 10 have that

system.” H
Lewis said city officials
would also like to bring the
city's water and seweriserv-.
ices under one umbrella and
develop a Departmedt of
Water and Sewer (0 ovefsee
operations of both the water
and sewer-systems.

Lewis added that the city
would pursue raising water
rates if it took over the water

system, but stated that any

rate hike would likely beless
than what residents would
otherwise see down the road.
“We are looking al_an
increase in water fees:—
right now we're way below
average.”  said  Lewis,
“We've been told U.S, Water
is preparing a rather large
increase, and we do kg@w
Continued on Page 3
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Voters

continued from page |

ours will be likely be less

than what they will request

from the PSC (Public
Service Commission).™

Meanwhile, the council
Wednesday  night  also
approved putting up for vote
raising property taxes (o
fund §920.000 worth of
upgrades to the Munigipal
Auditorium, which was
closed last year due to con-
ceins over handicap accessi-
bility.

The cost of the renovation
project would be financed
over a 20-yedar period, The
property tax increase on a

home valued at $100,000
would be around $35 annual-
Iy.

The renovations  that
would be funded by the tax
increase include:

+ $694,150 for interior
restoration -and compliance
with the Americans With
Disabilities Act;

*» 362,550 for heating and
cooling the facility:

e $15,770 for kitchen facil-
ities;

+ 511,130 for facilities and
equipment for meetings and
receptions;

+ $3.900 for lobby equip-

ment;

+ S15.500 for fixed seat-
ing:

+ $90.000 for sound und
lighting systems; and

= 3527000 for
issuance fees.

The Friends of the
Lexington Aunditorium group
has iseen looking for ways to
raise  funds for needed
repairs and improvements in
an effort o save the swoc-
ture. Giroup nermber Abigail
Tempel told council mem-
bers during Tuesday night's
reguiar meeting that an engi-
neer had recommended $1.2

bond

million worth of renovation
work. But  she  said  the
$920,000 will definitely be
enough o address the ADA
concerns and re-open (ho
building.

Lewts stated. “We're ut the
point where we feel like 10's
time te: ler the public decide
what will happen with the
building.”

Added Lewis, "If v ol
goes forward, 1'd like to sce
the auditorim czroup gct o
501c3 and have the ciry stll
own the building but turn
over operations to  the
eroup.” '





