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The Lexingron CIty CourH;1/ vill~d [0

sign an agreement (or transfer of waler
production and distribtlliOIl sys1em
assets 011 June 29, 2010, This was .he
next step for rhe citizens to acquire U.~.

Warer, 1m:.
U.S. Waler, Inc. aSSN!> were pur-

ch<l~(,'d for 2.9 i\'\illlOn Dollars. The
Cify will aC<.juire all U.S. Wat~r, Inc.
assets ex(:ept for S()lllf office furniture.

The City'splan is. 10 offe,r employ
menl to all U.S. Wall.'r, Inc. employees.
This lli sClI:>sioll will lake place Within a
rnolllh,

There arc numerous ongoing iJctiollo;
that are required prior 10 the fiml\ pay
rnenl to U,S. WaleI', Irlc. and will requin:
six monrhs 10 tlecompli)h, Mort
details will be provided in the near
future.

/

Dear Ecli lOr: .. • I'd hat voters
A'i:l fOl'mer r~"ide(lt ~ll LcxlIll!-lon, Imp ease I

Ihc:;('h:IVC approved ilcqlli!>ilioo tlf the local waler compan'~i
!\ rtHllli("ipal ulirlly 10 provide a new !>ource of revenue WI
help Ihe CJlY of l.t:xlnglon in many ways. " ,. f US

Appnrenlly. the City went about the acqulslUon ~. • d'
, . ~ . h' .. \'Ime -- not what happene

WaU~r Co. In the Tlgl)l way I h . . . •. cit
hack in 11.)92 when I served (,)11 Lexlngron City Coun ,

i:noll~h snid.. ..' !in;t step
Thi!o. new IllUl\\":li'''\ \\Iul!,'r lltthty IS al~ ~mpOrlanl, l~ken

inh) 1...:"ill~lf\ll':, furllr~ .-\IWlhcr ,ICp Whll.:h. necd~ I? be .
.\S .\P I~ s~rioll!-o Ll)INdcr:tIIIHI by CilY offiCIals of .nnneXI~gh
' ~. . . I I J cOlTldtlr wll
'lIJ1ablc properly attHIB. the. l1e~ Hlg lway 'h' .' b"ld a 1
.ht' aim of forming 11 publJc-pnvale panneNi Ip to III I

lndUSlril:l\ park Ih~rc::. .' • f . d I believe this
Jobs are tl'o~ \.;ey IU LC:'lll1g!on S 1I1Ul e, an l~

. , "'2 IUS Census uureau"
C<lnnol be ovel',';wled. ,On June -, '. 11C • . . \ 2009'.
rel••.·\s•. ,l ih es\\mme~ of P\)~'u\.\\lQl"l Irom Ju.ly.. d

~ •. ,",I .,. I ' Th ' IS nOI1l.00
Lo:ingllln ~ht)\\'s a prll.lcl'lcd 4.4lS I reSl1 el1ls. I~. .
nc:ws. a~ il sho\~, in t'tleC:1 Illl gl'llwth ,1\ all dUllng the past

J~l·'H.k, r

B.. '. wishe'\ In e\'~f\'tln~ in myoId homelOwn, W t\...., . Max R. e ler
Boulder, Colo.
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Voters okay city's purchase of water system

Residents sign in to vote l\lC$day at the LexinSlolI United Methodist Church.

Auditorium issue
gets thumbs down

By Joe Pannon
l'lew~E!fuor

The wilter S}'51em scn'ing
the city of U:llingloo is on ils
way to being in Ihe hands of
the city.

The fate of Ihe Municipal
Auditorium remains up in Ihe
air.

During voting on Tuesday,
Lellinglon I'I!sidcnts ga,'e [he
green light for !he city 10 pur·
chase !Ile waler sys[(!m from
U.S. Waler Compall)', with
the referendum t:apluring 63
percenl approval (447-259)
among voters.

Meanwhile, in a non-bind
ing referendum that asked
I'I!sidems if they wue in
favor of raising property
taxes to fund 5920.000 .....orth
of renovalions 10 the auaj to

rium, voleTS gllve the thomb~

down by a margin of 414
29L

II total of 707 Jesidents
lurned OUl to VOle at Ihe

Lt.u(lglon Uniled Methodisl
Church.

For tile past several weeks.
city officials have been (()I.lt

iRg the benefits of a dtY-l'on-

troHed waJo:r system - boill
in (erOiS of the number of
shor.- aod long-term
upgrades 10 the ~ystem Ihal
are ptanned along wieh how it
could boos! economic devd
opmenl efforts,

Bonds wi II be issued tor 55
million to allow for Ihe pur
chase of the sy,tem and abo
for improvements LO the sys-

tern. Water bi lis are ellpeCled
to rise aboul $10 a mOll!h.
a1ulough officials have noted
a latger in<:rease - the lir~\

city waler use~ have ,een
since 1989 - wa:; on the way
under the fonner 0 ...."'.0;.

During Tue~ay night's
Cit)· Council mectin~. Mayur
Jerry Brown thanked all th(),,,
who voted in favor ofthe flur·

night 10 hear proposals [rom
several engineering fimlS in
regard tn the preliminary
report due to USDA on the
system.

While the future of the
cily's waler system is coming
inlo focus, Ihe furure of the
auditorium remains cloudy
after Tuesduy's VOle, If
Tuesday"s referendum
passed, the same queslion
was ex peeled (0 be p1uced OR
the ballo! in NOI'ember as a
bindi ng reterendum.

As they embarked on a
campaign to sway Voters ear

:;'l,. lier this spring. member; of
•.~ Friends of the Lc~inllton

i? AudiloriuJIl announced big
• pJallS for the bu i!dinJ!, which
'.' they envislolled hosling a

vanely of cvenl.5 from meet
ings:uld conferences to plays.

jOt' Parnmn proms, and receptions. In
transforming the build'lOg
into a vibranl community

chase. Brown also thlll1ked center, members said it could
council members for their have a big e~'onornic impact
efforls 10 drum up support. onlhe community.
along wilh Communll)' Members said th"t lent
lleltelTllent for their backing generated frum the events
as well. could make Ihe building a

Brow)) a()dcd that Ihe Cily self-sufficiem entily while
will not waste any lime ill providing a rc\'cntle me::un to
preparing 10 take o,'er the fund fUiure upgrades and ren
system. A ~pecjal council I OvatIons, The btlil{hn~ has
!lle<'ling was pl"llned for lasl ' be~n dosed slnt'e I"so ye....

due to handicap acccssibility
concems.

FOI.A member Abigail
Tempel said she was disap
pointed with the VOle but
ndded. "1 aJways see the glass
as half full. Forty-Iwo percent
really is a decent figure, and
while we didn'l make 51, il
w(Juld not have laken much
more to be [here," said
Tempo:l, "I! shows illat many
people believe in the audilori·
urn as an essential economic
tooL'.'

Supporters of the auditori
um are far from giving up.
Tempel said the FOLA mem
bers would be meeting
among themselves and with
cily officials to discuss where
10 turn from here. Tempel
said the group would contin
ue 10 track down gram possi
bilities 10 fond (ellovstion
work. adding she'd stiU like
to see a binding referendum
pur on the November ballot.

"(The auditorium) is an
economic tool that we slill
have 10 look at seriously and
do cvcrylhing we eM to pro~

lecI:' -,,~ill Tempel.
"We think it still ha.. a

viable future. we just have 10
look at what's going to be the
best way we can make thaI
'happen.'·
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also like to c\'ulualc and pos
sibly replace fire hydranl!>,
mallY of which are more than
50 y~ars old. The city wuuld
like to uo the same with its
water melcrs.

Lewis added Illa\ pl<ln::\ also
call to lreal the Willer with
nU01ide 10 protect the teeth
of young children, while
addressing laste and water
quality issues as well.

"We would al$o hke 10

meld the water and SGtwcr
systems together and create u
Deparlment of Water and
Sewer," said Lewis, adding
warer and sewer employees
would be cross-lraineJ so
they cou III handle work in

COll1illued on Pa"e 7

Joe Parman

City Administralor Hill Lewis l.:ltks with Ll.'xingt<ln Rotarians
ahoul the pro()osfd takel)~erof the water s}'Slem b)" the cit}'.

of planned improvements [0

th~ watcr syslem. Initially,
Lt:wis said thc city wOllld like
10 plan: stand-by p6wer sys
lems at the W<lstcwaler lreal
ment plant, Cldding the city
would cum:mly run QUi of
wal~r within jusl a few hour:
in the event of a disaster.

In addition, plans call for
construclion of a new elevm
ed waler lOwer along S.
Highway 13 10 increase ~'ialcr

s,m~gc capaCity and addre~s

w<llcr pressure prvbicJ1ls ill a
POl'liOll of the city. Increasing
the capacily would be of
grcill use in the event of if

nUljor nrc or 11<11 ural disaster,
!>aiu Lewis.
LewJ~ s:.lid the: ,j". wOlllll

To Ciry Administrator Bill
_ewis. lhe propos.C'd lakeover
}f lhe ciry's waler system is

en llOre lha~ about pro~'iding a
ru
~ nuch-necded revenue stream
~ :or lhe city's coffers.
~ To hint, the fUlUre stability
sg )f the city could be on the
a ine when voters head to the
f- Jolls June 8 for a special

:Ieclion to decide the issue.
The referendum will be

lSking residents wherher 10

.How Ihe ciry Lo is~ue 55 mil
ion in bonds 10 purchase nnd

[] mprove the waleI' distrihu
~ ion system serving the ~~iIY·
Kl rhe cost of opcrari ng and'
f:8 llaintaini ng the syslem 
\D llld the principal and interest

>n the bonds as they become
juc - would be paid for
hrough rcvenues generaled
ly operation of the syslem.

8 rhe ciry WQuld :Ilso eslablish
0:: md collecl rates and charges
\:! 'or the services provided.
~ J.S. Water currently operate~

UJ he system
~ -
E: During Wednesday's meet-
Et ng of the Lexingtol1 ROlHry
LL :::lub, Lewis said residents
~ .vouJd sec II $10 a month
~ ncrea~ in their water bills if
~ he Cil) v,,,;re to take conlrol
'1"}f the SVSLem But after 10Q •.

Iwears withollf <Jny water ralC
J, ncreases, Lewis said a larger
C';J like was planned anyway by
Et he system's current openllor.
([ Lcwi:-.. abo nutlined a hOSI

Administrator passionate about
nfoDosed takeover of water sYstem

'; By Joe Parmun
0... -':ews Editor
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Voters to decide future ~f '
auditorium, water system
Hy Joe Parmon
News Editor

The fate of the Lexington
Municipal Auditoriull1 
,\long with the future of the
city water system - will be
in the h,mds of Lex.ingtoll
voters during u special dec·
lion June 8.

During a special meeting
of lhe Cily Council
Wednesday night, council
mc'mhers approved pUlling
up for puhlic vole whether or
not to issue $5 million in
bonds to purchase ,and
improve .the WaleI' system
serving the city.

The cost of operating and
maintaining the system 
and the p11ncipal and interest
011 the bonds as they become
due - would be p:tid for

through rcvcnues generated
by operation of the system.
The city would also c5tablj5~

and collect nltes and ~harges

for the services provided.
U.S. Water currenrlyoper

ntes the system.
City Admi nistrator Bill

Lewis said tne rationale
behind a ciry takeover of the
waler system is fairly simple.

"The city would like to
purchase the system for the
benetit of residents. By keep
ing revenues from the sySlcnt
in Lexington. we'lI be able to
do some other additional
improvemclIls on the system.
rather than having an oulside
owner own the facility:'
remarked Lewis. "Most
cities own their water sys
tem. and we do feel we
would bene tit to have th~t

~YSlenl.u ~.

Lewis said cilY officials
would also like to brin,g the
city's waleI' and scw~~'Serv-.
ices under one umbreU@. and
develop a Departmeri, of
WaleI' and Sewer 10 oversee
operations of both tnc \¥ater
and sewer·systems.

Lewis added, thaI the .City
would pursue raising waler
rales if il took over lhe w~ter ,
system. bUI :i1ilted Ihatany
rate hike would likely be·less
than what residents would
otherwise see down {he road.

"We Jre looking ~.t" an
increase in water feei',
right now we're way belpw
average," said Lrh~is.
"We've been lold U.S. Water
is preparing a ralher. ,1~e
increase. and we do kn~w

Continued on Pag~ 3
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Voters
ours will be likely be less
lhan what they will n:ques! .
from the PSC (Public;
Service Commission),"

Meanwhile, Ihe council
Wtldnesday night also
approved putting up for VOle

raising property taxes 10

fund $920.000 worth of
upgrades 10 the Municipal
Auditorium, which was
dosed last year due to con
cerns over handicap acces~i·

biJity.
The cost of the renovation

projecl would be financed
over a 20·year period. The
properly lax increase on (I'

home value(l at $100.000
would be around $35 annui:ll
Iy.

The renovations thut
wtluld be funded by the tax
increase include:

• $694,150 for interior
restoration· and compliance
with the Americans With
Disahilities Act; .

• ~62.550 for healing and
coolmg Ihc facility;

• $15.770 for kitchen facil
ities;

• S11,130 for fad lilies :lnd
equipment for meetings and
receptions;

• $3.900 for lobby equip-

ment:
• S15.500 for iixed seal·

Ing;
• $90.000 for ~ollnd and

lighling &yst('H1S; and
• S21.000 [or bonl1

is!ouanl.:e fees.
The Friends of the

Lexington Audiloriulll group
has been Il,oking for ways 10

raise funds for needed
rcpairs and improvemenls in
an Cfflll"t 10 save the Slrl1C
lure, Group member Abigail
TerLlpcJ lold council mem
bers during Tuesday niyht's
rcguiar ll1eelint! lhal an engi
neer had recommended S1.2

continued from page 1

mill ion worth of renov<tljpjl
work. But she said the
5920,000 will definilelv he:
enough to ;L<Jdress the ~ IJA
l:oncenrs :lI1d fe-open 1tIL:

building.
Lewis stated. "We"re Ul Ihe

poinr where \ve feel like 11 \
time tr~ kl the public decitk
whal will h3ppcn with the

building."
Added Lcwi~, "If i\ ,III

goes forward. l'd Iike to ~~t·

the auditorium g.roup get ;1

50le3 llnd have the Cily still
own the building but tLirn
over operations 10 rhl'

group."




