BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of a Recommendation Concerning the
)

Surcharge for Deaf Relay Service and Equipment
)
Case No. TO-2003-0171

Distribution Program Fund.



)

ORDER GRANTING INTERVENTION

Syllabus:  This order grants the requests to intervene of Southwestern Bell Telephone, L.P., d/b/a SBC Missouri, and Sprint Missouri, Inc., d/b/a Sprint.

On November 5, 2002, the Staff of the Commission filed a motion requesting that the Commission open a case to review the surcharge that funds the Relay Missouri Program.  Relay Missouri is a statewide dual‑party telephone relay service for the deaf, hearing-impaired and speech-impaired created by Section 209.253, RSMo 1994, and ordered implemented by the Commission in Case No. TO‑90‑174.   On December 17, 2002, the Commission issued an order establishing Case No. TO‑2003‑0171 to review the current Relay Missouri surcharge.  The order provided notice of the Staff’s motion and recom​mendation and set a deadline for interested parties to intervene.  Timely applications to intervene have been filed by SBC Missouri and Sprint.

SBC Missouri states that as a local exchange telecommunications company authorized to provide basic local and exchange access telecommunications services throughout the state of Missouri, it has a direct interest in the operation of Relay Missouri, including the amount of the surcharge local exchange carriers are permitted to retain.  SBC Missouri further states that its interests differ from those of the general public, and no other party to this proceeding will adequately protect its interests.

Sprint is also a local telecommunications company authorized to provide services in Missouri.  Sprint states that it seeks to intervene because it may be affected by the outcome in this case, inasmuch as its customers are charged the relevant fees and its affiliate provides the relevant service.

No responses were filed to either request for intervention and the time for doing so has now passed.

The Commission finds that the applications to intervene comply with Commission Rule 4 CSR 240‑2.075(4).  Both SBC Missouri and Sprint have interests in this proceeding that are different from those of the general public, and granting the requested interventions would serve the public interest.  Therefore, the Commission will grant intervention to SBC Missouri and Sprint.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the Application to Intervene filed by Southwestern Bell Telephone, L.P., d/b/a SBC Missouri, on December 31, 2002, is granted.

2. That the Motion to Intervene filed by Sprint Missouri, Inc., d/b/a Sprint, on January 6, 2003, is granted.

3. That this order shall become effective on January 31, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 21st day of January, 2003.
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