BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of a Further Investigation of the

)

Metropolitan Calling Area Service After the Passage
)
Case No. TO-2001-391

and Implementation of the Telecommunications Act
)

of 1996.







)

ORDER SCHEDULING PREHEARING CONFERENCE

On January 18, 2001, the Commission issued an order establishing a new case and creating an Industry Task Force to consider issues surrounding the Metropolitan Calling Area (MCA) service in the St. Louis, Kansas City, and Springfield metropolitan areas.  On January 24, 2002, the Task Force filed its Final Status Report.

The Commission finds that it is appropriate to schedule a prehearing conference in this matter.  The parties should be prepared to answer questions regarding the Final Status Report and clarify their recommendations.  The topics for discussion may include, but are not limited to, the following:

· Outline the steps that remain.  Are additional meetings by the Task Force necessary, and if so, clarify the purpose of those meetings.

· should local public hearings regarding the MCA‑2 be held, and if so, where should the local public hearings be held and at what stage of the process?  The Office of the Public Counsel should be prepared to discuss its request for local public hearings in Lexington, Innsbrook (Wright City), Ozark County, Greenwood, and Warrensburg.

· Should the protective order in this case be amended to allow release of some or all of the information currently designated as “highly confidential,” such as the pricing effects for implementing the MCA‑2?

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That a prehearing conference is scheduled for May 29, 2002, beginning at 10:00 a.m., in the Commission’s office in the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri, Room 305.  The Governor Office Building meets accessibility standards required by the Americans With Disabilities Act.  If any person needs additional accommodations to participate, please call the Public Service Commission's Hotline at 1‑800‑392‑4211 (voice) or 1‑800‑829‑7541 (TDD) prior to the prehearing conference.

2. That this order shall become effective on May 27, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 17th day of May, 2002.
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