Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri
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	Case No. TO-2001-440

	
	
	


STAFF RESPONSE TO ORDER DIRECTING FILING


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and states:


1.
On March 31, 2003, the Commission issued an Order Directing Filing in which the Commission directed the parties to file preliminary pleadings outlining the expected effect of possible Federal Communications Commission action following a February 20, 2003 FCC press release.  


2.
The present case, Case No. TO-2001-440, was opened to review the prices, terms and conditions for line splitting and line-sharing.  In the current phase of the case, the Commission is reviewing terms and conditions.  A review of the prices for line splitting and line-sharing is expected to follow a Commission order resolving the terms and conditions.  Accordingly, an FCC decision that alters the current requirements for line sharing and line-splitting could potentially impact this case.  


3.
On February 20, 2003 the FCC issued a press release and written statements by FCC Commissioners.  The press release suggests that the FCC will adopt new rules for network unbundling obligations of incumbent local exchange carriers (ILECs).  Until the order is released, the impact to this case is speculative.  If the FCC changes the obligation for an ILEC to provide a competitive local exchange carrier (CLEC) access to facilities used in line sharing and line splitting, this case may be impacted.  This impact will depend on the specific facilities involved, and the authority retained by the States.  It is the Staff’s understanding that the FCC is still considering the content of the order, and any reliance on the press release may be misleading.


4.
The Staff suggests that the Commission direct the parties to file pleadings regarding the impact of the FCC’s order twenty days after that order is released.  


WHEREFORE, the Staff respectfully offers the above response to the Commission’s Order Directing Filing.  
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