BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Of the State of Missouri
	In the Matter of the Request from Customers in the Rockaway Beach Exchange for an Expanded Calling Scope to Make Toll-Free Calls to Branson.
	)

)

)

)
	Case No. TO-2003-0257


THIRD STATUS REPORT

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) and for its Third Status Report states:

1.
In the Staff’s initial Status Report filed on October 18, 2004, the Staff advised the Commission that the parties met on October 13, 2004 and agreed the Rockaway Beach expanded calling application should be treated similar to the procedure proposed in the Final Report and Recommendation of the Industry Task Force in Case No. TW-2004-0471, In the Matter of a Commission Inquiry into the Metropolitan Calling Area Plan and Calling Scopes in Missouri, which is now the subject of a proposed rulemaking with the Commission.  The parties further agreed that the Rockaway Beach application should be “grandfathered” several steps into the Task Force’s proposed process.  All parties but the Applicant were present at the October 13, 2004 meeting. 
2.
In the Staff’s Second Status Report, the Staff advised the Commission that it would file by January 30, 2005 a pleading regarding any recommended procedure for moving the case forward.  
3.
The Second Status Report, filed on December 22, 2004, followed a December 16, 2004 conference attended by all parties.  At the conclusion of the conference, OPC counsel Mr. Michael Dandino agreed to write a letter to the Applicant summarizing the conference discussions.  Mr. Dandino sent the letter on January 11, 2005, outlining three separate options for an expanded calling plan for Rockaway Beach and the Branson area.  The purpose of Mr. Dandino’s letter was to assist the Applicant in understanding possible expanded calling options and to open those options for discussion.   Mr. Dandino’s letter concluded with a request to advise the OPC which option the Applicant would recommend for evaluation by the parties, or if the Applicant has other expanded calling suggestions not discussed in the letter.  
4.
As previously mentioned, the parties agreed the Rockaway Beach expanded calling application should follow the Task Force’s procedural recommendation beginning at procedural step III(G)(6) of the Task Force’s Final Report.  This step includes a conference of the parties followed by an opportunity for the Applicant to modify the application:
Within sixty days from the submission of the petition, the Commission shall convene a conference of the interested parties, including the petitioner, Staff, Public Counsel and affected carriers, to meet and discuss the petition and any possible modifications to such petition.  The petitioning party has the right to accept or reject any changes made to the petition, and is required to notify the Commission and all other parties of the final petition to be considered.

The first part of this procedural step was satisfied when the parties met in the December 16, 2004 conference.  The second part of this step is for the Applicant to notify the Commission and all other parties of the final application to be considered.  The Staff recommends that the Commission direct the Applicant to file a statement advising the Commission and the parties whether the application remains unchanged or to alternatively identify specific modifications to the application as a result of the conference discussions.  Any party objecting to the final application to be considered would have the option of responding within ten days pursuant to 4 CSR 240-2.080(15).

5.
In the next step of the Task Force’s recommended procedure, step III(G)(7), the Commission is to direct impacted carriers to file statements of revenue and expense impacts as well as revenue neutrality requirements related to the application.  In the current version of the proposed rule implementing the Task Force’s recommendations, impacted carriers would submit this data through illustrative tariff sheets that identify all rate adjustment(s) necessary to implement the applicant’s proposal.  Accordingly, the Staff recommends that the Commission direct CenturyTel to file illustrative tariff sheets and any supporting documentation if CenturyTel proposes to increase or establish new rates designed to maintain revenue neutrality, including the recovery of any new costs associated with implementing the new proposal.  CenturyTel should make this filing within 90-days of the Applicant’s filing.
WHEREFORE, the Staff respectfully submits this Third Status Report and recommends that the Commission: 1) direct the Applicant to file a statement advising the Commission and the parties whether the application remains unchanged or to alternatively identify specific modifications to the application as a result of the conference discussions; and 2)  direct CenturyTel to file illustrative tariff sheets and any supporting documentation if CenturyTel proposes to increase or establish new rates designed to maintain revenue neutrality, including the recovery of any new costs associated with implementing the new proposal, within 90-days from the Applicant’s filing.
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