Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of the Application of Missouri RSA No. 7 Limited Partnership d/b/a Mid-Missouri Cellular for Designation as a Telecommunications Carrier Eligible for Federal Universal Service Support Pursuant to Section 254 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996.
	)))))))


	Case No. TO-2003-0531

	
	
	


 Proposed List of Issues, Order of Witnesses, 

Order of Cross-Examination and Order of Opening Statements 


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) and states:


1.
On November 25, 2003, the Commission issued its Order Resetting Procedural Schedule and Accepting Testimony Filed Out of Time, in which the Commission directed the parties to file a list of issues, order of witnesses, order of cross-examination and order of opening statements by January 21, 2004.  

2.
The Staff, Office of the Public Counsel (“OPC”), CenturyTel
, and Alma
 agree upon the following issue:

Issue

Mid-Missouri Cellular (“MMC”) seeks designation by the Commission as an eligible telecommunications carrier (“ETC”), eligible to receive Federal universal service support.  Before designating an additional ETC for an area served by a rural telephone company, the Commission must find that the designation is in the public interest pursuant to Section 214 of the Telecommunications Act and Section 54.201(c) of the FCC’s Rules.  Is granting ETC status to Mid-Missouri Cellular in the public interest?

2.
All parties agree on the following order of witnesses and order of cross-examination:

Witness





Order of Cross-Examination
Mr. Kevin Dawson (MMC)



OPC, Staff, Alma, CenturyTel

Mr. David L. Jones (MMC)



OPC, Staff, Alma, CenturyTel

Mr. Michael K. Kurtis (MMC)


OPC, Staff, Alma, CenturyTel

Mr. Adam McKinnie (Staff)



OPC, Alma, CenturyTel, MMC

Mr. Robert C. Schoonmaker (Alma)


CenturyTel, OPC, Staff, MMC

Mr. Arthur P. Martinez (CenturyTel)


Alma, OPC, Staff, MMC

3.
All parties further recommend that the Commission take opening statements in the following order:  Mid-Missouri Cellular, OPC, Staff, Alma and CenturyTel.



WHEREFORE, the Staff respectfully proposes this list of issues, order of witnesses, order of cross-examination and order for opening statements.
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� “CenturyTel” refers to Spectra Communications Group, LLC d/b/a CenturyTel and CenturyTel of Missouri, LLC.


� “Alma” refers to Alma Telephone Company and Citizens Telephone Company.


� Mid-Missouri Cellular proposed a change narrowing the issue to whether ETC status for areas served by rural telephone companies is in the public interest.  The parties were unable to reach unanimous consensus regarding this proposed change before the filing was due.  Therefore, the Staff has proposed the issue as originally written and circulated among the parties.  MMC does not concur with the issue as written in this pleading.
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