BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Request from the Customers in the
)


Rockaway Beach Exchange for an Expanded Calling

)
Case No. TO-2003-0257

Scope to Make Toll-Free Calls to Branson


)


ORDER DIRECTING FILING


On January 29, 2003, the Office of the Public Counsel filed a pleading, entitled Office of the Public Counsel’s Petitions on Behalf of Customers in the Rockaway Beach Exchange for an Expanded Toll-Free Calling Scope to Branson, consisting of a two-page pleading and an unnumbered collection of attachments.  CenturyTel of Missouri is the provider for Rockaway Beach and the Public Counsel served a copy of its pleading upon counsel for CenturyTel.  On February 21, Public Counsel and CenturyTel filed a Joint Motion for Stay of Proceedings.  CenturyTel stated that it had a meeting scheduled with the representatives of several communities surrounding Branson, including Rockaway Beach, to discuss issues related to those raised by the Public Counsel in this case and for that reason CenturyTel asked that no action be taken on this case for 60 days.  More than ten days passed and no pleading was received in response to that request.  


Also on February 21, the Commission issued an Order Setting Prehearing Conference.  The Order Setting Prehearing Conference raised questions regarding the authority under which Public Counsel filed and the requirement for the applicant to state a claim upon which relief might be granted.  In response to that order, Public Counsel, CenturyTel, and the Staff of the Public Service Commission appeared for a prehearing conference on March 6, 2003.  Staff joined the request that the Commission take no action pending an opportunity for the parties to meet and confer regarding the issues raised by Public Counsel’s pleading.  One day prior to the prehearing conference, the Public Counsel filed an amended petition within which it cited the Commission’s authority from Section 392.200 (7) which states:  “The commission shall have the power to provide the limits within which telecommunications messages shall be delivered without extra charge.”  This provision is generally cited for the proposition that the Commission may establish calling scopes.  No further pleadings have been filed.  


The Commission finds it appropriate to grant the 60-day stay requested by the parties.  The parties affirmed at the prehearing conference that a report would be filed at the conclusion of the stay to outline the posture of the case at that time. 


This order should serve as a reminder to the parties that such a report shall be filed not later than May 6, 2003.  Office of the Public Counsel, as the movant, should take responsibility for that pleading.  CenturyTel and Staff may join in that report or file separate pleadings as they deem appropriate. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the report on the progress of this case shall be filed by the Office of the Public Counsel not later than May 6, 2003.  

2. That any other party wishing to file a report shall do so not later than May 6, 2003.  

3. That this order shall be effective on the date hereof.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Dale Hardy Roberts, Chief Regulatory 

Law Judge, by delegation of authority 

pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.  

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 7th day of April, 2003.  
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