






           STATE OF MISSOURI

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

At a Session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 20th day of August, 2002.

In the Matter of Foxfire Utility
)
Case No. WR-2002-1162
Company Water Rate Increase Request
)
Tariff File 2002 00557 (Water)

In the Matter of Foxfire Utility
)
Case No. SR-2002-1163
Company Sewer Rate Increase Request
)
Tariff File 2002 00556 (Sewer)

ORDER GRANTING PUBLIC COUNSEL’S MOTION 

TO MODIFY REQUEST FOR LOCAL PUBLIC HEARING BY WITHDRAWING REQUEST FOR PUBLIC HEARING AND SUBSTITUTING A REQUEST 

FOR THE COMMISSION TO RECEIVE WRITTEN COMMENTS FROM CUSTOMERS REGARDING THE COMPANY’S PROPOSED RATE INCREASE

Syllabus:  This order grants Public Counsel’s motion to substitute written comments from customers for a local public hearing.

On August 8, 2002, the Office of the Public Counsel filed its motion for the Missouri Public Service Commission to allow Public Counsel to withdraw its previously‑filed request for a local public hearing and for the Commission to allow written comments by customers regarding the proposed rate increase.  Public Counsel’s motion will be granted.

Briefly restated, Public Counsel noted that its motion was made because Foxfire consists of two service territories, about two hours apart by car.  Public Counsel investigated different possibilities of conducting a local public hearing, but could not arrive at a plan that would serve the interests of all of the parties and the customers.  Public Counsel stated that all of the parties agreed to the submission of written comments to the Commission in lieu of a public hearing.  Public Counsel’s suggestion for the procedure is:  notice given by Foxfire to its customers; a limited time for customers to send written comments to Public Counsel; within five days after the expiration of the comment period, Public Counsel will file a pleading, attaching the customer letters; Foxfire and Staff will then have an opportunity to respond; and, within seven days after filing the customer letters, Public Counsel will file its recommendation.  Public Counsel attached a proposed notice to its motion.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the request for a local public hearing filed in both of these cases by the Office of the Public Counsel on July 10, 2002, is withdrawn.

2. That the order issued on July 31, 2002, that a local public hearing will be held, is vacated.

3. That the order issued on July 31, 2002, that the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission must file by August 13, 2002, copies of any customer comments it has received directly or from the Office of the Public Counsel, is vacated.

4. That the order issued on July 31, 2002, that all of the parties must file by August 13, 2002, a joint proposed procedural schedule for a local public hearing, is vacated.

5. That, in both of these cases, Foxfire Utility Company must send to its customers by August 30, 2002, a notice in substantially the same form as suggested by the Office of Public Counsel, giving the customers until September 30, 2002, to comment on the proposed rates.

6. That the Office of Public Counsel must file by October 4, 2002, a pleading, attaching the written comments of the customers.

7. That the Office of Public Counsel must file by October 11, 2002, its recommendation regarding the proposed rate increase.

8. That the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and Foxfire Utility Company may file by October 21, 2002, responses to the written comments of the customers and to the recommendation of the Office of the Public Counsel.

9. That this order will become effective on August 30, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Simmons, Ch., Murray, Lumpe, Gaw and Forbis, CC., concur

Hopkins, Law Judge
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