
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION


OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI 
In the Matter of the Proposed Amendment of  


)
Case No. AX-2004-    

Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-13.015
 


)

NOTICE FINDING NECESSITY FOR RULEMAKING 

On January 27, 2004, the Staff of the Commission asked the Commission for authority to proceed with the promulgation of a rule to amend 4 CSR 240-13.015, the definition section of Chapter 13 of the Commission’s rules.  In another rulemaking proceeding, the Commission has published a proposed rule that would govern when a utility may refuse service to an applicant due to an unpaid bill.  The amendment that Staff now proposes would add definitions for the terms “applicant” and for “denial of service,” which are used in the other proposed rule.  

The Commission agrees with its Staff that the addition of definitions will aid in the uniform application of the rule by utilities toward their customers and by the Commission toward the utilities within its jurisdiction.  In exhibits attached to its submission, Staff included notarized statements that explained the need for this rule.  

Under Section 536.016, before a state agency may propose a rule, it must find that the proposed rule is necessary to carry out the purposes of the statute that grants the agency rulemaking authority.  Section 386.250(6) grants the Commission authority to adopt rules that “prescribe the conditions of rendering, disconnecting or refusing to reconnect public utility service.”  Based on the record presented to it, the Commission finds that promulgating the proposed rule is necessary to carry out the purposes of Section 386.250(6).  

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

(S E A L)

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 29th day of January, 2004.

Woodruff, Senior Regulatory Law Judge
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