Before The Public Service Commission

Of The State Of Missouri
	In the Matter of the Application of Village Greens Water Company for a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity Authorizing It to Construct, Install, Own, Operate, Control, Manage, and Maintain a Water System for the Public, Located in the Village of Parkway, Franklin County, Missouri.
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	Case No. WA-2004-0151


STAFF’S RESPONSES TO 

ORDER DIRECTING FILING ISSUED APRIL 21, 2004 AND

ORDER DIRECTING FILING ISSUED AUGUST 11, 2004
COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission, by and through counsel and, for its Responses to Order Directing Filing Issued April 21, 2004 and Order Directing Filing Issued August 11, 2004, states to the Commission as follows:

1.
On September 22, 2003, Village Greens Water Company (“Company”) submitted an Application to the Commission for a certificate of convenience and necessity to construct, own, and operate a water system in the Village of Parkway, Franklin County, Missouri.

2.
On April 9, 2004, the Staff filed its recommendation in this case.  In that recommendation, the Staff stated that it believes the Company has the necessary technical, managerial and financial capacity to own and operate the proposed water supply and distribution system and that the Commission should thus approve the Company's Application.  However, the Staff also suggested that the Commission place certain conditions on its approval of the Company’s application.

3.
On April 21, 2004, the Commission issued an Order Directing Filing, in which it stated that it has reservations about granting a certificate to operate and own a water company to individuals who may have little to no experience with running a water company.  As a result of these reservations, the Commission directed the Staff to file further information in support of its belief that the Applicants have the necessary capacity to own and operate a water company.

4.
On August 11, 2004, the Commission issued a second Order Directing Filing, in which it first noted that the Staff had not yet filed a response to the April 21, 2004 Order Directing Filing, and then ordered the Company to file a pleading setting forth additional information demonstrating that the owners of the Company have the technical and managerial capacity to manage a water company.

5.
Attached hereto, and marked as Appendix A, is a Supplement to Staff Recommendation (Supplement) prepared by personnel in the Commission's Water & Sewer Department in response to the Commission’s April 21, 2004 Order Directing Filing.  In this Supplement, the Staff provides additional information regarding its review of the Company's Application and the Company's qualifications to own and operate the proposed water supply and distribution system.  In particular, the Supplement includes information regarding the Staff's view of how the Company meets the criteria historically used in service area certificate cases.  Also presented is information regarding the reviews of new water systems that are conducted by the Missouri Department of Natural Resources.

6.
The Staff respectfully submits that the attached Supplement provides the Commission with the information it was seeking when it ordered the Company to file a pleading by no later than August 31, 2004, as described in the August 11, 2004 Order Directing Filing, and that it is no longer necessary for the Company to provide the additional information described therein.  The Staff therefore requests that the Commission accept this Response in satisfaction of the parties’ obligations under the August 11, 2004 Order Directing Filing.

WHEREFORE, the Staff respectfully presents the Supplement to its original recommendation in this case, requests that the Commission accept this Response in satisfaction of the parties’ obligations under the August 11, 2004 Order Directing Filing, and again respectfully recommends that the Commission approve the Application that is the subject of this case consistent with the conditions suggested in its original recommendation.

Respectfully Submitted,

DANA K. JOYCE

General Counsel
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