
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of Missouri‑American Water Company’s 
)
Case No. WR‑2003‑0500
Tariff to Revise Water and Sewer Rate Schedules
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Tariff Nos. YW‑2003‑2012, 
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YW‑2003‑2015

ORDER GRANTING INTERVENTION

OF UTILITY WORKERS UNION OF AMERICA LOCAL 335, AFL‑CIO

This order grants the timely application for intervention filed herein.

On May 29, 2003, the Missouri Public Service Commission ordered that any party wishing to intervene in this rate case filed by Missouri‑American Water Company must file an application by June 18, 2003. 

On May 28, 2003, the Utility Workers Union of America Local 335, AFL‑CIO, applied for permission to intervene.  Local 335 said it is a labor organization that represents approximately 300 employees of Missouri‑American in a bargaining unit in St. Louis County, Missouri.  

Local 335 said it had a collective bargaining agreement with Missouri‑American which established the terms and conditions of employment for the water company’s production, construction, maintenance, operation, distribution, and clerical employees.  Local 335 noted that it is an unincorporated association.  However, Local 335 pointed out, since labor unions are not required to register their names as fictitious names with the Missouri Secretary of State, Local 335 does not have evidence of any such registration. Further, Local 335 said it does not have an office or place of business in any traditional sense.  In general, said Local 335, persons wishing to contact Local 335 may contact the union through its president at the address and telephone number listed on “Union Appendix 1,” attached to its application.  Since all Local 335 officers are employees of Missouri‑American, Local 335 said that the water company can easily contact them, and company‑union business may be conducted at the water company’s offices.  

Local 335 said that as the exclusive collective bargaining representative of certain of Missouri‑American’s non‑managerial, non‑professional employees, Local 335 and the employees it represents have interests in this proceeding which are clearly different from those of Missouri‑American, the general public, or any other party.  Local 335 said that, where the public’s interests are concentrated in the dependable delivery of clean, untainted water at a reasonable cost, Local 335 and the employees it represents are additionally concerned with the impact the proposed tariffs could have on jobs, pensions, and other terms and conditions of employment. These separate interests, argues Local 335, could be adversely affected by a final order arising from the case.  Local 335 said that it does not have sufficient information about the proposed tariffs to take a position at this time and, thus, is unsure of the position it will take in this proceeding.  According to Local 335, no other party to this proceeding can adequately represent the additional, legitimate concerns of Local 335 and the employees it represents.

No party responded to the application.

The Commission finds that the application to intervene substantially complies with Commission Rule 4 CSR 240‑2.075(4).  The Commission further finds that the proposed intervenor has interests in this matter that are different from those of the general public and, further, granting the proposed intervention would serve the public interest.

Thus, the application for intervention filed as set forth above will be granted.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the application to intervene filed by the Utility Workers Union of America Local 335, AFL‑CIO, is granted.

2. That this order will become effective on July 12, 2003. 

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Bill Hopkins, Senior Regulatory Law Judge, 

by delegation of authority under

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000,

as currently supplemented.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 2nd day of July, 2003.
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