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STAFF’S RESPONSE TO MOTION FOR CONTINUANCE OF EVIDENTIARY HEARING

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff), by and through Counsel, and in response to the Motion of the Office of Public Counsel (OPC) for Continuance of Evidentiary Hearing filed on June 9, 2003, states the following:

1.
The Staff would respectfully inform the Commission that it supports the request made by the OPC regarding the need for an alternative schedule regarding the progress of this case.  Essentially, Staff believes that more time than originally ordered is necessary to ensure that an adequate audit can be performed and that comprehensive testimony can be prepared by all the parties.  As a result of these factors, the Staff believes that the dates for the evidentiary hearing will need to be modified to allow for sufficient time for the filing of testimony and other pre-hearing events.

2.
The Staff suggests that an alternative schedule can be presented to the Commission after the parties to the case have an opportunity to discuss the matter during the pre-hearing conference scheduled for June 19, 2003.   A jointly proposed alternative case schedule can be presented to the Commission shortly after June 19, 2003.


3.
4 CSR 240-2.050(3)(A) provides that the Commission may in its discretion enlarge the time period necessary to comply with its Orders.  In summary, Staff would join the OPC in its request to modify the schedule previously ordered in this case.
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