STATE OF MISSOURI

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

At a session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 2nd day of October, 2003.

In the Matter of Missouri-American Water Company’s
)
Case No. WT-2004-0156
Tariff Filing Concerning St. Joseph Economic 

)
Tariff No. YW-2004-0404

Development Rider


)

ORDER APPROVING TARIFF

On September 24, 2003, Missouri-American Water Company filed tariff sheets to make revisions in Missouri-American’s economic development rider for the St. Joseph service territory.  The tariff sheets bear an effective date of October 24.  However, Missouri-American filed a motion for expedited treatment along with its tariff revisions.  

Missouri-American requests that the Commission approve the tariffs to be effective on October 3.  Missouri-American explains that the tariffs concern St. Joseph’s efforts to attract new industry to the St. Joseph area.  Specifically, Premium Pork, LLC is considering the construction of a pork processing facility that would employ approximately 1000 people.  If it decides to build in St. Joseph, Premium Pork wants to start construction in October 2003.  The revised tariff would establish the process by which Missouri-American would apply to the Commission for approval of a water rate agreement with Premium Pork. 

Missouri-American explained that it originally filed its proposed tariff revisions on July 30, 2003, and that it has been engaged in discussions with the Staff of the Commission and the Office of the Public Counsel since that time.  Missouri-American represents that it has reached an agreement with Staff and Public Counsel regarding the appropriate language for the tariffs and that the July 30 tariff has been withdrawn to clear the way for the filing of these tariffs changes.  Missouri-American asks the Commission to expedite its consideration of the tariff so that it can go into effect in time to meet the needs of Premium Pork, thus encouraging it to construct its plant in St. Joseph.    

On September 26, the Commission issued an order directing Staff and Public Counsel to respond to Missouri-American’s motion for expedited treatment by September 29.  Staff filed its response on September 29.  Staff confirmed Missouri-American’s representation that Staff, Public Counsel, and Missouri American have reached an agreement about the appropriate tariff language.  Staff indicated that the proposed tariff complies with that agreement.   

Staff explained that the tariff modifications would establish the basis for Missouri-American to provide services to a customer under a reduced contract rate.  Such a contract would need to meet certain criteria established in the tariff and would have to be submitted to the Commission for approval before it could go into effect.  Staff recommended that the Commission approve the submitted tariffs to be effective on October 3.

Public Counsel also filed its response on September 29.  Public Counsel acknowledges that the proposed tariff complies with the agreement reached between Missouri-American, Staff, and Public Counsel.  Public Counsel indicates that the proposed tariff can operate in the public interest in promoting economic growth while protecting Missouri-American’s current customers.  Public Counsel recommends that the Commission approve the tariff to be effective on October 3.  

The Commission has reviewed the proposed tariffs and the parties’ filings.  The Commission finds that Missouri-American’s tariffs should be approved on an expedited basis.  

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That the proposed tariff sheets (Tariff No. YW-2004-0404), filed by Missouri-American Water Company on September 24, 2003, are approved to become effective on October 3, 2003.  The tariff sheets approved are:

P.S.C. Mo. No. 1

1st Revised Sheet No. 49, Canceling Original Sheet No. 49

1st Revised Sheet No. 50, Canceling Original Sheet No. 50

1st Revised Sheet No. 51, Canceling Original Sheet No. 51

1st Revised Sheet No. 52, Canceling Original Sheet No. 52

1st Revised Sheet No. 53, Canceling Original Sheet No. 53

Original Sheet No. 54

Original Sheet No. 55

Original Sheet No. 56

Original Sheet No. 57

Original Sheet No. 58

Original Sheet No. 59

Original Sheet No. 60

2. That this order shall become effective on October 3, 2003.

That this case may be closed on October 4, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

( S E A L )
Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

Simmons, Ch., Forbis and Clayton, CC., concur.

Murray and Gaw, CC., absent.

Woodruff, Senior Regulatory Law Judge
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