BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of Taney County Utilities 

)

Corporation’s Request for a Small Company
)
Case No. WR-2004-0450

Rate Increase.




)
Tariff No. YW-2004-1043








)

In the Matter of Taney County Utilities

)

Corporation’s Request for a Small Company
)
Case No. SR-2004-0451

Rate Increase.




)
Tariff No. YW-2004-1044

MOTION FOR LOCAL PUBLIC HEARING

COMES NOW, the Office of the Public Counsel, and respectfully moves the Missouri Public Service Commission to schedule a joint local public hearing in the above-styled cases.  This motion is made pursuant to the Commission’s procedure for small company rate requests for water (4 CSR 240-3.635) and sewer (4 CSR 240-3.330) companies.  

In support of the Motion for Local Public Hearing, Public Counsel states as follows:

1.
Taney County Utilities (Taney) is a small, regulated utility company that provides water and sewer services in certificated areas in southern Missouri. 

2.
On March 15, 2004, Taney sent a letter to its customers giving them notice that it had entered into an agreement with the Staff of the Public Service Commission to increase the rates it charges its water and sewer service customers.  A copy of that notice was filed with the Commission on or about March 17, 2004.

3.
Public Counsel has received a number of customer contacts in which the Company’s customers indicate that they oppose the rate increase.  
4.
Due to the size of the proposed increase, and the customer interest, Public Counsel believes a local public hearing would be helpful to the Commission in deciding this case.

5.
Because Taney is a small company, and because there is substantial overlap between customers for water and sewer service, a single local public hearing would be appropriate in this case.

WHEREFORE, it is respectfully requested that the Commission schedule a local public hearing in these matters.






Respectfully submitted,







OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC COUNSEL







/s/ M. Ruth O’Neill







By:__________________________
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing have been mailed or hand-delivered to the following this 18th day of March 2004:

Keith Krueger



Taney County Utilities Corp

General Counsel



Honey Pickren

Missouri Public Service Commission
PO Box 177

PO Box 360




Rockaway Beach MO  65740

Jefferson City MO  65102

keithkrueger@psc.state.mo.us






/s/ M. Ruth O’Neill
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