BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Joint Application for Approval


)

of the Acquisition by
 Philadelphia Suburban Corporation
)  Case No. WM‑2003‑0133

of the Stock of AquaSource Development Company

)

ORDER GRANTING PROTECTIVE ORDER


On October 31, 2002, the joint applicants, Philadelphia Suburban Corporation and AquaSource Development Company, filed a motion with the Missouri Public Service Commission to establish a protective order.  Philadelphia and AquaSource state that the Office of the Public Counsel served a data request on them on October 18, 2002.  The joint applicants believe that certain information requested by the Public Counsel should not be made public because it is either (a) proprietary, in that the information contains trade secrets, as well as confidential or private technical, financial, and business information; or (b) highly confidential, in that it concerns (1) material or documents that contain information relating directly to specific customers; or (2) market‑specific information relating to services offered in competition with other parties or non‑parties.  Among other things, say the joint applicants, this information may contain customer‑specific information, competitive‑pricing information, trade secrets, confidential technical financial and business information or other material of a confidential, proprietary nature.  According to Philadelphia and AquaSource, the public disclosure of this information will harm their business interest, and the information subject to the proposed protective order is not found in any publicly‑available document.

Philadelphia and AquaSource have substantially complied with Commission rule 4 CSR 240‑2.085 concerning protective orders, and the Commission will establish the standard protective order.  The issuance of a protective order in this case will allow the parties to provide highly confidential and proprietary information to the Commission and appropriate parties with the assurance that it will be treated according to the terms of the protective order.  

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1.
That the motion for a protective order made by Philadelphia Suburban Corporation and AquaSource Development Company, filed on October 31, 2002, is granted and the protective order attached to this order as Attachment A is adopted.

2.
That this order will become effective on November 23, 2002.







BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts







Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Bill Hopkins, Senior Regulatory Law Judge,

by delegation of authority under 

Section 386.240 RSMo 2000,

as currently supplemented.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 13th day of November, 2002.
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