Before The Public Service Commission

Of The State Of Missouri
	In the Matter of the Small Company Rate

Increase Request of Hickory Hills Water

& Sewer Company, Inc.
	)

)

)
	Case No. WR-2005-0126


motion for extension of time to file recommendation

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff), by and through Counsel, and for its Motion for Extension of Time to File Recommendation states the following to the Missouri Public Service Commission (Commission).

1.
On November 4, 2004
, Hickory Hills Water & Sewer Company, Inc. (Hickory Hills or Company) submitted to the Commission revised tariff sheets to implement an increase in its 
water service rates and charges, and the instant case was established.

2.
As stated in Hickory Hills' tariff filing transmittal letter, the rates and charges contained in the subject revised tariff sheets are based upon a Company/Staff Agreement Regarding Disposition of Small Company Rate Increase Request (Disposition Agreement) entered 
into by Hickory Hills and the Staff, which pertains to the small company rate increase request (Request) that Hickory Hills submitted to the Commission on March 30 under the provisions of the Commission's small company rate increase procedure.

3.
Consistent with the small company rate increase procedure, the subject revised tariff sheets bore an effective date that was more than 45 days after the issue date.  In this instance, the proposed effective date of the revised tariff sheets is December 20.

4.
On November 10, the Commission issued its Order Directing Filings and Directing Company to Provide Notice (11/10 Order), in which, among other things, it directed the Staff to file a recommendation and memorandum regarding Hickory Hills' Request no later than November 24, and directed the Office of the Public Counsel (OPC) to file a pleading stating its agreement or disagreement with Hickory Hills' proposed rate increase no later than November 29, unless it requests a local public hearing.

5.
On or about November 10, Hickory Hills sent a notice regarding its proposed rate increase to its customers, in which it was requested that customer comments be submitted to the Staff or the OPC within 20 days of the date of the notice.  Accordingly, customer comments in response to that notice that are submitted to the Staff on or before November 30 will be timely.

6.
Established practice regarding cases initiated as a result of rate increase requests submitted pursuant to the small company rate increase procedure calls for the Staff's recommendation regarding the resolution of such cases to be filed so that there will be at least seven working days between the filing date and the proposed effective date of the subject tariff sheets.  That practice also calls for the Commission's order regarding the resolution of such cases to be issued no later than the last regularly scheduled agenda date prior to the proposed effective date of the subject tariff sheets.  In this instance, the Staff's recommendation would thus need to be filed by the end of business on December 8 and the Commission's order would need to be issued no later 
than December 16.

7.      The currently established due date of November 24 for the filing of the Staff's 

recommendation, if met, might result in the Staff not having the benefit of all comments timely submitted in response to the customer notice and will result in the Staff not having the benefit of the OPC's position statement or request for local public hearing.  

8.       For the reasons set forth above, the Staff believes it would be appropriate for the 

Commission to change the date by which the Staff is to file its recommendation in this case, and requests that the filing date be changed to December 8.

WHEREFORE, the Staff respectfully requests that the due date for its recommendation in this case be changed from November 24 to December 8.

Respectfully Submitted,

DANA K. JOYCE

General Counsel

/s/ Cliff E. Snodgrass


Cliff E. Snodgrass

Senior Counsel

Missouri Bar No. 52302

Attorney for the Staff of the

Missouri Public Service Commission

P.O. Box 360

Jefferson City, MO 65102

573-751-3966  (telephone)

573-751-9285  (facsimile)

cliff.snodgrass@psc.mo.gov  (e-mail)

Certificate of Service

I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing have been mailed with first class postage, hand-delivered, transmitted by facsimile or transmitted via e-mail to all counsel of record this 22nd day of November 2004.

/s/ Cliff E. Snodgrass



Cliff E. Snodgrass

� Unless noted otherwise, all dates herein refer to the year 2004.
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