BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

The Staff of the Missouri 


)


Public Service Commission,

)







)



Complainant,

)







)

v.





)  

Case No. WC-2003-0067







)

Osage Water Company, 


)







)



Respondent.

)

ORDER SETTING PREHEARING CONFERENCE

On August 23, 2002, the Staff of the Commission filed a complaint with the Missouri Public Service Commission against Osage Water Company.  Staff stated that, as a result of a fire at one of its pumping stations, Osage Water was unable to provide water to customers in the Broadwater Bay area of its service territory.  Staff stated that Osage Water entered into an arrangement with the city of Osage Beach pursuant to which the city temporarily provided water to those customers.  Staff also alleged that Osage Water violated §393.130.1, RSMo 2000, when it allowed the temporary arrangement to lapse without making any other arrangement to provide water to Broadwater Bay.  Staff alleged that this violation continued for approximately three days before Osage Water again arranged for the city to temporarily provide service.
The Commission will schedule a prehearing conference to afford the parties the opportunity to discuss, define, and possibly resolve the issues presented in this case.  The Commission will also set a date for the filing of a proposed procedural schedule to ensure that this case progresses.  At the prehearing conference, the parties or their representatives should be prepared to discuss the nature of any discovery each will conduct and the interval necessary for its completion; the number of witnesses each expects to call at hearing; the number and nature of any exhibits each expects to offer at hearing; and the anticipated length of the hearing.  The parties or their representatives should also be prepared to discuss the current status of settlement negotiations.  It is expected that the prehearing conference will provide an opportunity for the parties to further pursue settlement discussions.  

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1.
That a prehearing conference shall be held on September 17, 2002, beginning at 10:00 a.m.  The prehearing conference shall be held at the Commission’s office in the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri, a building that meets accessibility standards of the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Any person who needs specific accessibility accommodations may call the Public Service Commission’s Hotline at 1-800-392-4211 (voice) or 1-800-829-7541 (TDD) prior to the hearing. 


2.
That the parties shall file a proposed procedural schedule no later than September 24, 2002.  The procedural schedule shall include dates for the filing of testimony and for a hearing.

3.
That this order shall become effective on September 9, 2002.







BY THE COMMISSION







Dale Hardy Roberts












Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Lewis Mills, Deputy Chief Regulatory Law

Judge, by delegation of authority

pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 30th day of August, 2002.
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