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OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
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Respondent.

)

STAFF’S PROPOSED FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW


Comes Now the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission, pursuant to the Commission's Order Establishing Procedural Schedule, and proposes the following Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law:

FINDINGS OF FACT


Tri-Lakes Net, Inc. (“Complainant”) presented testimony stating that it disputes its bills from MCI WorldCom Communications, Inc. (“Respondent”).  However, Complainant has failed to present competent and substantial evidence for the Commission to determine whether or not its claim has merit.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1.
MCI WorldCom Communications, Inc. is a “public utility” and “telecommunications company” as defined in Section 386.020(42) and(51), RSMo (2000).

2.
Telecommunications companies are subject to regulation by the Commission pursuant to Section 386.320 and 392.180, et seq., RSMo (2000).

3.
Pursuant to Chapter 386.390.1, RSMo (2000), and 4 CSR 240-2.070(1), a complaint before the Commission may be made against any public utility that it regulates.

4.
Pursuant to Section 386.420.1, RSMo (2000) and 4 CSR 240-2.110, the Commission may hear and adduce evidence from the parties to a complaint.

5.
The burden of proof rests with the complainant in cases where a complainant alleges that a regulated utility is violating the law, its own tariff, or is otherwise engaging in unjust or unreasonable actions.  Ahlstrom v. Empire District Electric, 4 Mo. P.S.C. 3d  187 (1995).


WHEREFORE, Staff requests the Commission to accept this pleading in compliance with the Order Establishing Procedural Schedule.
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