
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION


OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of the Application of Touch America, Inc. )

to Cancel Its Certificate of Service Authority and

)
Case No. XD-2004-0297

Tariffs in the State of Missouri



)



ORDER CANCELING CERTIFICATE AND TARIFF
On January 23, 2004, Touch America, Inc. filed an application asking the Commission to cancel its certificate of service authority and its tariff.  Touch America explained that the Commission granted it a certificate of service authority to provide intrastate interexchange telecommunications services in case number TA‑2001‑110.  However, Touch America indicated that it does not have any voice service customers in Missouri and its other customers, receiving ATM and Frame Relay services, would be transferred to other carriers by February 28, 2004.  Touch America has filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy in Federal Court and states that it no longer intends to provide telecommunications service in Missouri.    

On March 1, the Staff of the Commission filed a recommendation regarding Touch America’s application.  Staff indicates that Touch America no longer has any customers in Missouri and that its bankruptcy petition would likely be converted to Chapter 7, with the result that Touch America will cease to exist.  Staff recommends that the Commission cancel the company’s certificate of service authority and accompanying tariff.    

The Commission has the authority to cancel a telecommunications company’s certificate of service authority pursuant to Section 392.410.5, RSMo Supp. 2003, upon application of the company affected.  Touch America’s application, and Staff’s recommendation, make it clear that Touch America no longer has any customers in Missouri and that it no longer wishes to provide service in Missouri.  Touch America is a competitive company in a competitive market.  It can be replaced in that market by other competitive companies, without harm to the public.  The Commission finds that the certificate of service authority granted to Touch America in case number TA‑2001‑110, along with Touch America’s tariff, should be canceled.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the certificate of authority to provide intrastate interexchange telecommunications services, granted to Touch America, Inc. in case number TA‑2001‑110, is canceled.

2. That the interexchange tariff filed by Touch America, Inc. – PSC Mo Tariff No. 2 – is canceled.

3. That this order shall become effective on March 12, 2004.

4.
That this case may be closed on March 13, 2004.







BY THE COMMISSION

( S E A L )

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

Morris L. Woodruff, Senior Regulatory Law Judge, 

by delegation of authority pursuant to 

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 2nd day of March, 2004.
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