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  Past Issues  
 
 
 
 
NECA FILINGS 
 
NECA TARIFF FCC NO. 5 
Transmittal No. 1018   
3/17/2004 - NECA filed Transmittal No. 1018, revising its Tariff F.C.C
1, 2004. This filing makes additions and miscellaneous changes to th
Title Pages, Optional Rate Plan Availability, DSL Access Services Av
Service Charge sections. 
 
NECA TARIFF FCC NO. 5 
Transmittal No. 1019   
3/17/2004 - NECA filed Transmittal No. 1019, revising its Tariff F.C.C
1, 2004. This filing adds Commonwealth Telephone Company to the 
Number Portability (LNP) End User Charges.  
 
NECA TARIFF FCC NO. 5 
Transmittal No. 1020   
3/17/2004 - NECA filed Transmittal No. 1020, revising its Tariff F.C.C
1, 2004. This filing modifies NECA’s Asynchronous Transfer Mode Ce
and Digital Subscriber Line Access (DSL) Services. Specifically, this 
rates for most existing ATM-CRS Port speeds, 2) introduces a third d
the DSL Access Services Discount Pricing Arrangement, 3) introduce
function associated with ATM-CRS Ports enabling customers to trans
over the Telephone Company’s network, and 4) removes the local ex
requirement for ADSL and SDSL Access Services. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Studies show that as much as 20 % 
of minutes processed by end office 

switches is going unbilled. This 
unbilled "Phantom Traffic" is the 

focus of a one-day conference April 
7, 2004 in Washington, DC.  For 
more information please see the 

Conference Brochure 
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http://www.neca.org/wawatch/index.asp
http://www.neca.org/wawatch/wwpdf/031804_2.pdf
http://www.neca.org/wawatch/wwpdf/031804_3.pdf
http://www.neca.org/wawatch/wwpdf/031804_4.pdf
http://www.neca.org/wawatch/wwpdf/PT04.pdf
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FCC RELEASES 
 
LNP 
Order, CC Docket No. 95-116, DA 04-726 
3/17/2004 - The FCC has granted the requests of Cellular Telecommunications and Internet 
Association, Cingular Wireless, LLC, AT&T Wireless Services, Inc. and ALLTEL Communications, 
Inc. to withdraw their petition for a rulemaking asking the FCC to rescind the rule requiring 
commercial mobile radio service (CMRS) providers to provide local number portability. 
 
SECTION 272 
Report and Order, CC Docket Nos. 03-228, 96-149, 98-141, 96-149 and 01-337, FCC 04-54 
3/17/2004 - The FCC issued a Report and Order removing prohibition against sharing by BOCs and 
their section 272 affiliates of operating, installation, and maintenance (OI&M) functions. The 
Commission concluded that it should retain the prohibition against joint ownership by BOCs and their 
section 272 affiliates of switching and transmission facilities, or the land and buildings on which such 
facilities are located. The Commission dismissed as moot petitions filed by SBC and BellSouth, 
pursuant to section 10 of the Act, seeking forbearance from the OI&M sharing prohibition. The 
Commission also granted SBC’s request for modification of the SBC/Ameritech Merger Order 
conditions related to OI&M services to the extent that these merger conditions are incorporated into 
the conditions of the SBC Advanced Services Forbearance Order 
 
INDUSTRY FILINGS 
 
USF 
Ex Parte, CC Docket Nos. 96-45, 98-171, 90-571, 92-237, 99-200, 95-116 and 98-170 
3/16/2004 - Representatives of Microsoft met with Commissioners Adelstein, Abernathy, Copps and 
Martin and their staff members to explain that policy makers should keep in mind that regulations 
adopted to suit the PSTN might not translate well into an IP-centric Framework. In terms of Universal 
Service funding mechanisms, Microsoft believes that either a numbers-based or connections-based 
approach would be better than today’s mechanism, but should be considered only as an interim step. 
 
UNBUNDLED NETWORK ELEMENTS 
Ex Parte, CC Docket Nos. 01-338, 96-98 and 98-147 
3/17/2004 - In a letter to Commissioner Copps, Earthlink submitted a letter to explain its position on 
reconsideration of the line sharing unbundled network element rules in light of the D.C. Circuit Court’s 
recent decision in USTA v. FCC. Earthlink states that line splitting is not a functional substitute for line 
sharing, nor is it a long-term competitive alternative to line sharing. 
 
FEDERAL REGISTER 
 
BIENNIAL REVIEW 
Notice, WC Docket No. 02-313, FCC 03-337, FR Doc 04-5657 
03/18/04 – The Commission has published a notice in the Federal Register setting the comment 
dates for its inquiry on whether certain rules should be repealed or modified because they are no 
longer necessary in the public interest.  Comments are due April 19, 2004. Reply Comments are 
due May 3, 2004. 
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OTHER NEWS 
 
Speaking at a CITA forum on LNP issues, Wireless Bureau Assistant Chief David Firth said that the 
volume of actual number porting would not be the measure of success, but giving customers the 
option to port was most important. He indicated that carriers outside of the 100 largest MSA’s should 
be testing and preparing for the May 24, 2004 LNP deadline and that the Commission would not be 
very sympathetic to last minute waiver requests. He said that the Bureau in its orders has resolved 
most of the implementation issues. However, if there were still a lack of clarity on certain issues, such 
as overlapping boundaries, after May 24 the Bureau would consider issuing further guidelines. 
Responding to questions, he indicated that rating and routing issues between carriers are not porting 
issues and are therefore not a valid reason for refusing to port. He said that if carriers are 
experiencing problems with non-compliance by certain carriers, those are enforcement issues and 
need to be called to the Commission’s attention.  
 
The Western Governors Association has sent a letter to Congressional leaders asking them to urge 
Congress to examine the current Universal Service Fund distribution formula for non-rural carriers, 
which serve both rural and non-rural areas. The Governors asked Congress to help remedy the 
imbalance in the distribution of funds. http://www.westgov.org/wga/testim/usf-ltr3-17-04.pdf 
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