Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of the Adoption of an Interconnection Agreement with Sprint Missouri, Inc. by Socket Telecom, LLC.
	)))
	Case No. CO-2005-0039


STATUS REPORT

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) and for its Status Report states:

1.
On August 4, 2004, Socket Telecom, LLC (“Socket”) filed a Notice with the Commission requesting that the Commission accept Socket’s adoption of the interconnection agreement between Sprint Missouri, Inc. (“Sprint”) and Level 3 Communications, LLC.  On December 7, 2004, the Commission granted Sprint rehearing in the Commission’s Order Granting Rehearing, finding that Sprint had stated sufficient reason for rehearing.  The Commission concluded that “the sufficient reason is Sprint’s argument that the Interim Rules prevent Socket from adopting an interconnection agreement as of June 15, 2004.”  

2.
The Federal Communications Commission issued its Interim Rules
 as a result of the U.S. Court of Appeals’ decision in United States Telecom Ass’n v. FCC, which required the FCC to rewrite certain unbundling rules.
  The Interim Rules required carriers, for a limited period of time, to adhere to the commitments they made in their interconnection agreements that were in effect on June 15, 2004.
3.
On February 4, 2005, the FCC issued its new interconnection rules in its Order on Remand.
  The interim requirements set out in the Interim Order will expire upon the effective date of the Order on Remand, and the new interconnection rules will govern incumbent carriers’ obligations.
  The Order on Remand will be effective on March 11, 2005.
  
4.
Staff, Socket and Sprint met in a conference call on February 9, 2005 to discuss the status of this case.  Both Socket and Sprint advised the Staff that they should be able to complete an amendment conforming to the new rules prior to March 11, 2005 so that the adoption can be approved without further dispute, and that Commission action in this case would be premature at this time.
WHEREFORE, on behalf of the parties, the Staff offers the above Status Report advising the Commission that Socket and Sprint intend to agree upon an amendment conforming to the new interconnection rules prior to March 11, 2005.
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� Order and Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in WC Docket No. 04-313, CC Docket No. 01-338, In the Matter of the Unbundled Access to Network Elements, Review of the Section 251 Unbundling Obligations of Incumbent Local Exchange Carriers, released on August 20, 2004.


� 359 F.3d 554 (D.C. Cir. 2004).


� Order on Remand, WC Docket No. 04-313, CC Docket No. 01-338, In the Matter of the Unbundled Access to Network Elements, Review of the Section 251 Unbundling Obligations of Incumbent Local Exchange Carriers, released on February 4, 2004.


� Id. at FN 52.


� Id. at 235.
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