BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

Tri‑Lakes Net, Inc.,



)







)



Complainant,

)







)

v.





)  
Case No. XC‑2003‑0011 







)

MCI WorldCom



)

Communications, Inc.,


)







)



Respondent.

)

ORDER DIRECTING BRIEFING


At the beginning of the hearing on Tuesday, June 24, 2003, 8:30 a.m., the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission, Tri‑Lakes Net, Inc., and MCI WorldCom Communications, Inc., must each be prepared to orally brief and otherwise answer questions from the Commission on the issues listed below.  Following the briefing, the Commission may recess to discuss and possibly decide these issues.

(a)
What effect, if any, does the bankruptcy of MCI WorldCom Communications, Inc., have on this proceeding?  (The Commission notes that if the answer to this question is that the Commission is disallowed from proceeding at all, then the rest of the questions listed below and, indeed, the rest of the hearing, may be moot.)

(b)
What statute, rule, law, or other authority, if any, gives the Commission jurisdiction to award money damages?  (The parties should note that this question does not involve punitive damages or equitable actions, both of which are clearly outside the jurisdiction of the Commission.)

(c)
Should the motion to require payments filed by WorldCom on October 25, 2002, be granted or denied?

(d) Should the motion to dismiss filed by the Staff of the Commission on February 3, 2003, be granted or denied?

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the procedural schedule be amended as set forth above.

2. That this order will become effective on June 17, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

(S E A L)

Bill Hopkins, Senior Regulatory Law Judge, 

by delegation of authority under 

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000,

as currently supplemented.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 17th day of June, 2003.
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