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Memorandum in Support of Stipulation Regarding Jefferson City Fire Suppression Issues
COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff), by and through Counsel, and submits this Memorandum to the Missouri Public Service Commission (Commission) in support of the Stipulation and Agreement (Stipulation) executed by Missouri-American Water Company (the Company), the Staff, and the City of Jefferson (Jefferson City)   filed on March 4, 2004, regarding Jefferson City fire suppression issues.


Essentially, the Staff became a signatory to the Stipulation because it was interested in  taking a “pro-active” role in the effort to assist the Company and Jefferson City in their review of the fire suppression capabilities of the Company in relation to Jefferson City.  Staff believes adequate fire protection, at a reasonable cost, is related to a regulated water utility’s duty to provide “safe and adequate” service to its community pursuant to §393.130.1 of the Missouri statutes.


In addition, the Staff believes that a commitment from the parties to study the adequacy of fire protection for Jefferson City, Missouri’s capital, and governmental hub, promotes the “public welfare or public interest” of Missouri’s citizens, as is required by §386.610 RSMo 2000.  To this end, Staff believes that the proposal to study: (1) the reliability of the high and low service pump power supplies of the Company’s plant on West Main Street; (2) the adequacy of the overall storage capacity of emergency water supplies; (3) the adequacy of the Company’s portable intake pumping devices in low river water level situations; and (4) the possibility of replacement of water mains less than six inches in diameter and hydrants connected thereto, are all reasonable and relevant matters for the parties to examine in assessing fire protection capabilities for Jefferson City.


Lastly, the Staff approves of the fact that a report will be prepared for the Commission’s consideration, either jointly or separately by the parties, upon completion of the collaborative study.


THEREFORE, for all the foregoing reasons, the Staff respectfully requests that the Commission approve the Stipulation on Jefferson City Fire Suppression issues filed in this case.
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