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Staff Recommendation

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Staff”) and for its recommendation states:


1.
On October 29, 2003, New Access Communications LLC (“Applicant”) filed an application that requests approval to acquire certain assets, including, but not limited to, the interexchange and non-switched local exchange subscriber base of Ciera Network Systems, Inc. (“Ciera”). Applicant also requested a waiver of Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-33.150.  


2.
In the attached Staff Recommendation, labeled “Appendix A”, the Staff recommends approval of the application.  

3.
A telecommunications company is required to secure Commission authorization before transferring the whole or any part of its franchise, facilities or system under Section 392.300.1 RSMo 2000.  


4.
The Commission has the authority under Section 392.420 RSMo 2000 to suspend or modify the application of its rules.  The Staff recommends that the waiver of 4 CSR 240-33.150 should be conditioned upon customers being adequately notified of the change in their service provider.  

5.
The Application states that the Applicant will “mirror the terms and conditions of Ciera’s tariff, thus providing a seamless transition for existing customers of Ciera.” The Staff recommends that the Commission order the Applicant to file an interexchange and non-switched local exchange tariff that mirrors the terms and conditions of Ciera’s interexchange and non-switched local exchange tariffs.

WHEREFORE, the Staff respectfully recommends that the Commission approve the transfer of assets and waive 4 CSR 240-33.150.
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