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Staff's Response to Motion
for Expedited Treatment


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and for its response states:


1.
On Friday, September 26, 2003, Kingdom Telephone Company d/b/a Kingdom Long Distance filed new and revised tariff sheets to introduce a new calling plan known as MTS 1 Plus Optional Calling Plan “500 Minute Plan”.  The tariff filing bears an effective date of October 26, 2003.
2.
Also, on September 26, 2003, Kingdom Long Distance filed a Motion for Expedited Treatment requesting an effective date of October 1, 2003.  The Motion states that on August 29, 2003, counsel for Kingdom Long Distance prepared this and three other tariff filings with an effective date of October 1, 2003.  The Motion states that on September 26, 2003, counsel for Kingdom Long Distance discovered that this tariff filing for Kingdom Long Distance had not been received by the Commission.

3.
On September 29, 2003, the Commission issued an Order Directing Filing ordering that no later than 8:00 a.m., September 30, 2003, the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission shall file a response to the Motion for Expedited Treatment and a recommendation regarding the tariff.

4.
Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-2.060(16) provides:


(16)
Any party seeking expedited treatment in any case shall




include in the title of the pleading the words “Motion for 




Expedited Treatment.”  The pleading shall also set out with




particularity the following:

(A)
The date by which the party desires the commission to act;

(B) The harm that will be avoided, or the benefit that will 

accrue, including a statement of the negative effect, or 
that there will be no negative effect, on the party’s 
customers or the general public, if the commission acts 
by the date desired by the party; and

(C) That the pleading was filed as soon as it could have
been or an explanation why it was not.

5.
The Staff opposes Kingdom Long Distance’s request for an October 1, 2003, effective date.  Kingdom Long Distance could have discovered perhaps as early as September 2, the first business day following August 29, that this tariff filing had not been received by the Commission and could have filed its motion for expedited treatment then.

6.
The Staff appreciates Kingdom Long Distance’s interest in an expedited effective date, but this optional calling plan is not the only nor the most important item that the Staff is addressing.  The Staff has not had the time to review the filing for compliance with applicable law and Commission rules.  Nor has the Staff had the time to check for administrative details. Nonetheless, the Staff proposes to file its recommendation regarding this tariff filing on or before October 6, 2003, instead of on or before the standard internal deadline of October 16, 2003.

WHEREFORE, the Staff opposes the Motion of Kingdom Long Distance for an October 1, 2003 expedited effective date on its “500 Minute Plan” tariff filing.
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