BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In Re the Matter of U.S. Telecom Long Distance, Inc.’s
)

Proposed Tariff to Add a New Intrastate Connection Fee
)
Case No. XT-2003-0256

Recover Costs Charged by Local Telephone Companies.
)

ORDER EXTENDING TIME FOR FILING

On January 29, 2003, the Office of the Public Counsel filed a Motion to Suspend Tariff and for Evidentiary and Public Hearings.  Public Counsel requests that the Commis​sion suspend the proposed tariff of U.S. Telecom Long Distance, Inc., introducing and establishing a $1.95 monthly service charge known as an “Intrastate Connection Fee.”  The tariff has an effective date of February 10, 2003.

On January 30, 2003, the Commission issued an order directing the Staff of the Commission and U.S. Telecom to file responses to Public Counsel’s motion no later than February 3, 2003.  Staff filed its response on February 3, 2003.  U.S. Telecom filed its Response and a motion for leave to do so on February 5, 2003.

In support of its motion, U.S. Telecom states that it did not receive Public Counsel’s motion until February 3, 2003.  Additionally, U.S. Telecom was not aware that the Commis​sion issued an order directing U.S. Telecom to file something until the Commission’s Electronic Filing and Information System was checked.

The Commission may, under Rule 4 CSR 240-2.050(3)(B), permit U.S. Telecom to file a response, although the time for filing such has expired, where failure to do so was the result of excusable neglect.  The Commission finds that the circumstance causing U.S. Telecom to have to file a late response satisfies the standard set out in 4 CSR 240‑2.050(3)(B).  U.S. Telecom is granted leave to file its response.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That U.S. Telecom Long Distance, Inc.’s motion to extend the filing deadline is granted.

2. That this order shall become effective on February 16, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Law Judge

( S E A L )

Kennard L. Jones, Regulatory Law Judge, 

by delegation of authority pursuant to

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 6th day of February, 2003.
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