Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of the Application of Southwestern Bell Communications Services, Inc. For Cancellation of its Certificate of Service Authority 
	))))
	Case No. XD-2003-0289


Staff Recommendation to cancel certificate of service authority and accompanying tariffs

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) and for its motion and recommendation respectfully states:

1. In the attached Memorandum, which is labeled Appendix A, the Staff recommends that the Commission issue an order to cancel the certificate of service authority of Southwestern Bell Communications Services, Inc., d/b/a Southwestern Bell Long Distance  (Southwestern Bell Long Distance) to provide interexchange and local exchange telecommunications services along with accompanying tariffs. 

2. Southwestern Bell Communications Services, Inc. was granted a certificate of service authority to provide interexchange and local exchange telecommunications services in consolidated Case Nos. TA-2001-475 and TA-99-47 using two fictitious names, “ Southwestern Bell Long Distance” and “SBC Long Distance”.  The rates and service offerings of “Southwestern Bell Long Distance” and “SBC Long Distance” have been identical since the commencement of service in Missouri.  However, Southwestern Bell Communications Services, Inc. has maintained two sets of tariffs for the purpose of marketing services under each fictitious name.   Due to a change in business plans, Southwestern Bell Communications Services, Inc. desires to provide service in Missouri exclusively under the name of “SBC Long Distance”.  Therefore, Southwestern Bell Communications Services, Inc. requests that its certificate of service authority and tariffs for Southwestern Bell Communications Services, Inc., d/b/a Southwestern Bell Long Distance be canceled.  Since, in the future, all customers will receive service from Southwestern Bell Communications Services, Inc., d/b/a SBC Long Distance; the cancellation of the Southwestern Bell Long Distance certificate is not detrimental to the public interest.  

3. Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-33.150, Verification of Orders for Changing Telecommunications Service Provider, is not applicable, in Staff’s opinion, because Southwestern Bell Communications Services, Inc. will continue to be the customers’ carrier and because customers were notified of the proposed change by bill message.

4. The Commission has the authority to cancel a telecommunications corporation certificate pursuant to Section 392.410, RSMo 2000 which provides:

Any certificate of service authority may be altered or modified by the commission after notice and hearing, upon its own motion or upon application of the person or company affected. 

However, the Commission need not hold a hearing, if, after proper notice and opportunity to intervene, no party requests such a hearing.  State ex rel. Rex Deffenderfer Enterprises, Inc. v. Public Service Commission, 776 S.W.2d 494 (Mo. App. 1989).

WHEREFORE, Staff recommends the Commission issue an order canceling Southwestern Bell Communications Services, Inc. d/b/a Southwestern Bell Long Distance’s certificate of service authority to provide interexchange and local exchange telecommunications services along with accompanying tariffs PSC MO No. 1 and PSC MO No. 2.
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