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Staff Recommendation 


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) and for its recommendation respectfully states:


1.
In the attached Memorandum, labeled Appendix A, the Staff recommends that the Missouri Public Service Commission grant approval of the Verizon California, Inc. f/k/a GTE California Incorporate/ICG Telecom Group, Inc. Interconnection Agreement (“Agreement”), adopted by ICG Telecom Group, Inc. (“ICG”) for interconnection with GTE Midwest, Inc. d/b/a GTE Midwest pursuant to the provisions of the federal Telecommunications Act of 1996.


2.
Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. §252(e), the Commission is to approve a negotiated agreement unless the terms of the agreement discriminate against a telecommunications carrier not a party to the agreement, or implementation of the agreement or any portion thereof is inconsistent with the public interest, convenience, or necessity.


3.
Although the Agreement has been submitted to the Commission under the terms of 47 U.S.C. §252(i), requesting the Commission to take notice of ICG’s adoption of the Agreement, the Commission has never reviewed the underlying agreement for compliance with the terms of 47 U.S.C. §252(e).  However, the Staff has reviewed the Agreement and believes it does not discriminate against telecommunications carriers not a party to the Agreement, and that it is not against the public interest, convenience or necessity.  Accordingly, Staff moves and recommends that the Commission approve the underlying Agreement. 


4.
The Staff also recommends that the Commission direct the parties to submit any modifications or amendments to the Commission for approval.


WHEREFORE, the Staff moves and recommends that the Commission grant approval of the Agreement, and that the Commission direct the parties to submit any future modifications or amendments to the Agreement to the Commission for approval.
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