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STATE OF M SSOURI

PUBLI C SERVI CE COWM SSI ON

In the Matter of the Application
of Grain Belt Express LLC for an
Amendnent to its Certificate of
Conveni ence and Necessity

Aut horizing it to Construct, Own,
perate, Control, Mnage, and

Mai ntain a H gh Vol tage, D rect
Current Transm ssion Line and
Associ ated Converter Station

Fil e No.
EA- 2023- 0017

N N N N N N N N N N N N N

The above-entitled matter canme on for a Virtual
Public Hearing before the M ssouri Public Service
Commi ssi on and the Honorabl e John O ark, Senior
Regul atory Law Judge, on the 8th day of March 2023,
with all attendees appearing via WbEx, commenci ng at

12: 00 p. m

Taken by:
Christine M d ark, RPR
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WEBEX APPEARANCES

M SSCURI PUBLI C SERVI CE COWM SSI ON:

John d ark, Senior Regul atory Law Judge
Scott Rupp, Chairman

Mai da Col eman, Conm ssi oner

Jason Hol sman, Conm ssi oner

d en Kol kneyer, Comm ssi oner

FOR THE STAFF OF THE M SSOURI PUBLI C SERVI CE
COW SSI ON:

THE STAFF COUNSEL DEPARTMENT
Eric Vandergriff, Esquire
200 Madi son Street, Suite 800

PO Box 360
Jefferson Gty Mssouri 65102
Emai | : staffcounsel servi ce@sc. nb. gov

FOR THE PUBLI C AND THE OFFI CE OF THE PUBLI C COUNSEL:

OFFI CE OF THE PUBLI C COUNSEL
Marc Poston, Esquire
200 Madi son Street, Suite 650

PO Box 2230
Jefferson Cty, Mssouri 65102
Emai |l : opcservi ce@pc. no. gov

FOR THE APPLI CANT GRAI N BELT EXPRESS LLC:

POLSI NELLI PC

Andrew Schulte, Esquire

Anne E. Cal |l enbach, Esquire

900 West 48th Place, Suite 900

Kansas City, M ssouri 64112

Enai | : aschulte@ol sinelli.com
acal | enbach@ol si nelli.com

FOR M SSOURI LANDOMERS RELI ANCE, EASTERN M SSOURI
LANDOWNERS RELI ANCE DBA AS SHOW ME CONCERN LANDOWNERS,
NORVAN FI SHEL, GARY AND CAROL RI EDEL, DUSTI N HUDSON:

PAUL A. AGATHEN, ESQUI RE
485 Oak Field Court

Washi ngton, M ssouri 63090
Emai |l : paa0408@ol . com
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JUDGE CLARK: (Good afternoon. It iIs

March 8th, 2023, and the current tinme is 12:00 p. m

The M ssouri Public Service Comm ssion has set
aside this tine today for a virtual public hearing to
gi ve nmenbers of the public a chance to coment about
the Application in File Nunber EA-2023-0017, which is
captioned as: In the Matter of the Application of
Grain Belt Express LLC for an Anendnent to its
Certificate of Convenience and Necessity Authorizing it
to Construct, Om, Operate, Control, Manage, and
Mai ntain a H gh Voltage, Direct Current Transm ssion
Li ne and Associ ated Converter Station.

| got alittle bit of background noise there. [|I'm
going to rem nd everybody again, if you' re not speaking
directly to the Comm ssion, please nute yourself until
you' ve been called on to talk.

Now, the M ssouri Public Service Conmm ssion
regul ates investor-owned utility conpanies in M ssouri
to ensure that rates are just and reasonable. The
Comm ssion also regulates the quality of service and
the safety of operations of investor-owned utilities.

The Comm ssion is made up of five comm ssioners;
Chai rman Scott Rupp and Conm ssioners Mi da Col eman,
Jason Hol sman, and d en Kol kneyer. One Conm ssi on seat

Is currently vacant.
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The conmm ssioners are appointed by the governor to

fixed terns and confirned by the senate. The

Comm ssioners enploy a staff of engineers, accountants,
attorneys, financial analysts and other experts in the
area of utility regulation.

My nane is John Cark. [|I'mthe Regulatory Law
Judge presiding over this hearing today. W are
neeting virtually via WebEx and tel ephone and i nternet
conferencing. Online with nme today are Chai rman Rupp
and Comm ssi oner Col eman, Conm ssioner Hol sman, and
Comm ssi oner Kol kneyer.

Now, this is an official hearing of the M ssouri
Public Service Conmm ssion, and the statenents of the
W t nesses are being recorded by the court reporter and
must be given under oath or affirmation.

The Conmm ssi on has not nmade any decisions in this
case. And neither the conm ssioners nor nyself can
answer questions about the issues in the case today.
And that's because the Comm ssion has to remain
inmpartial until after all the evidence has been
present ed, which would include evidence at any
evi denti ary heari ng.

Now, as | indicated earlier, there's a court
reporter, who has the sane |ast nane as ne, but we are

not related. The court reporter is transcribing this
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hearing so the Comm ssion nmay review and read the

coment s.

Chai rman, would you |like to nake any openi ng
remar ks?

CHAI RMAN RUPP: Great. Thank you, Judge.

| just wanted to wel cone everybody to the public
hearing here. |It's always great to see a |lot of
participation. W do want to hear what is on your mnd
regarding this case and what your thoughts are. And we
are here to listen. And also your conments are being
recorded by the court reporter so that we can go back
and refer to that during the trial, if we so need, to
reference any of your testinony.

So we appreciate you being wlling, your
wi | lingness to cone forward and | et us know your
t hought s and concerns about this case, and we | ook
forward to hearing what you have to say.

Just to rem nd everybody, even though the judge
just nmentioned it, it bears repeating, the
comm ssi oners cannot answer any questions. W are here
just to listen to your testinony and use that as
evidence in the decision that we will ultimtely cone
to after the trial in Jefferson Cty, you know, in the
future. So | just wanted to nake sure everyone knew

that and so it wasn't that we weren't responding. W

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com




© 00 N oo o b~ w N Pk

N N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © W N O O M W N B O

Transcript of Proceedings

Page 6
are unable to respond to any questions. But thank you

for your tine today.

And, Judge, | appreciate the opportunity to nake a
few comment s.

JUDCGE CLARK: Thank you, Chairman.

At this time, I'd |like counsel for the parties who
are present to enter their appearance for the record,
starting with Conm ssion staff.

MR. VANDERGRI FF: Good afternoon. |I'mEric
Vandergriff, staff counsel for the Mssouri Public
Service Conm ssion, representing staff. | work at
PO Box 360, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City,

M ssouri 65102.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, M. Vandergriff.

On behalf of the Ofice of the Public Counsel.

MR. POSTON: Hi. WMarc Poston, for the
O fice of the Public Counsel.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, M. Poston.

On behalf of Gain Belt Express LLC

MR, SCHULTE: This is Andrew Schulte with
Pol sinelli Law Firm on behalf of Gain Belt
Express LLC. Al so appearing today is Anne Cal |l enbach
with the Polsinelli Law Firm and the court reporter
has our address information.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, M. Schulte.
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Now, there are a nunber of interveners in this
case. Are there any interveners present that woul d
like to enter their appearance for the record? And by
that, | nmean counsel for interveners. | believe we
have at | east one on. M. Agathen, are you on?

MR. AGATHEN:. Yes, Judge. Can you hear ne?

JUDGE CLARK: | can now. Thank you.

Wul d you like to enter your appearance?

MR. AGATHEN. Thank you, Judge.

This is Paul Agathen. It's spelled A-g-a-t-h-e-n,
from Washi ngton, Mssouri. And I'mrepresenting the
M ssouri Landowners Reliance, as well|l as the Eastern
M ssouri Landowners Reliance doi ng busi ness as Show Me
Concern Landowners, Norman Fishel, F-i-s-h-e-1; Gary
and Carol Riedel, Ri-e-d-e-lI, and finally, Dustin
Hudson.

JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Thank you, M. Agathen.

MR. AGATHEN. Thank you, Judge.

JUDCGE CLARK: Are there any other counsel
for interveners present who would like to enter their
appear ance?

Hearing no one, |I'mgoing to go ahead and proceed.

Now, for those who would |ike to provide comments
today, I'mgoing to call the nanes of the people who

have signed up first in the order they appear. Right
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now | have 11 people signed up to speak. Once |'ve

finished -- once the people that have signed up to
speak are finished, if anybody else would |ike to offer
comrents to the Comm ssion at that tine, | wll open it
up and call on people individually who would like to
offer coments at that tine.

Now, when | call on your nane, please unnute at
that tinme. Again, if you are participating via
t el ephone, you can nute and unnute by pressing star 6.
| wll place you under oath. | will ask you to state
and spell your nane for the court reporter, and then
you may offer your comrents to the Comm ssion.

Now, |I'm going to ask, because of the nunber of
peopl e that are online today, that we keep our coments
to about five mnutes. Also, please remain online or
unmuted for just a second after you give your comments,
and that's because nyself, the Conm ssion, or sone of
the attorneys nmay have questions for you.

Because this is WbEx, please don't use the chat
feature. That is not part of the official record. And
iIf you want to get ny attention, please do not use the
hands-up thing, because | have a hard tine seeing it.
So, if any attorney wants to get ny attention to ask a
guestion, please do so audi bly.

Comm ssioners and Chairman, please feel free to
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interrupt ne at any tinme if you have any question raoe®
what soever .

At this tinme, I'mgoing to call the first wtness
to offer comments. |Is there a Susan Wdenan present?

Susan W deman?
MR. W DEMAN: Judge, | don't think we signed

up to speak. This is her husband.

JUDGE CLARK: | have a Ms. W deman.
MR WDEMAN: |'msure she's on, but..
M5. WDEMAN: | amon, but | signed up to

speak at the previous neeting.

JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Well, | apologize. |
didn't nean to call you out for that. If you don't
want to speak today, you certainly don't have to.

Next on nmy list is Mayor Burrely Loftin. And |
will say if you have given testinony in the previous
hearing, it is already part of the record. |If you are
here today to testify or to offer comments again,
pl ease offer new i nformation.

So is there a Mayor Burrely Loftin present?

MR LOFTIN. Yes, sir. And the spelling on
that would be B-u-r-r-e-l-y, and Loftin, L-o-f-t-i-n.

JUDGE CLARK: And woul d you raise your right
hand, please? Wuld you raise your hand to be sworn?

MR. LOFTI N: Yes. Yes.

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com




© 00 N oo o b~ w N Pk

N N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © W N O O M W N B O

Transcript of Proceedings

Page 10
JUDGE CLARK: Do you solemly swear or

affirmthat the testinony you are about to give at this
| ocal public hearing is the truth?

MR LOFTIN. | do.

JUDCGE CLARK: And what would you like to
tell the Conm ssion today?

MR LOFTIN.  Just to express ny interest in
the transm ssion line and in regards to constituents
here in the Ava conmmunity. And ny |ocation here is
about -- probably about 45 mles north of the Arkansas
line. So |I'mjust about as far south as we can get.

But, anyway, with this Gain Belt, with this
transm ssion line, there's a cost savings of sonewhere
in the nei ghborhood of about $330,000. And this is a
-- this is inportant to ne because it's a potenti al
cost savings for the custoner, not for the
muni ci palities, but this savings will go to the
custoners. And it will amunt to about -- we have
about 1,572 custoners in the community. And it wll
save them about a nonth to a nonth and a half on their
bills per year. So | aminterested and concerned. |
hope that everything works and it happens for our
constituents here. So that's my concern for sitting in
on the neeting today.

JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. | don't have any
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comments, or | don't have any questions for you,
M. Loftin.

MR LOFTIN.  Okay.

JUDCGE CLARK: | appreciate your comments.

MR. LOFTIN.  You bet. Thank you.

JUDCGE CLARK: |Is there a Brian Smth
present ?

MR SM TH  Yes, Judge. | actually ended up

offering testinony on Monday night, and | really don't
have anything new. So, unless you want an encore
performance, | wll step aside.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, M. Smth. |
appreci ate that.

Jenn DeRose is the next nanme | have to offer

coment s.

M5. DEROSE: Hell o.

JUDGE CLARK: Ms. DeRose, would you raise
your -- well, would you state and spell your nane for

the court reporter first?
M5. DEROSE: Yes. It's J-e-n-n-i-f-e-r
D-e-R-0-s-e.
JUDGE CLARK: And woul d you raise your right
hand to be sworn?
Do you solemly swear or affirmthat the testinony

you' re about to give at this |local public hearing is
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the truth?

M5. DEROSE: |Indeed. Yes, | do.

JUDGE CLARK: Pl ease go ahead.

M5. DEROSE: Thank you so much. | just
first want to thank the conm ssioners for holding this
hearing. | really appreciate you all taking the tine
tolisten. So | wanted to start with that, but...

So the Grain Belt is an essential project. It's
going to inprove our energy security, grid resilience,
reduce costuner costs, spur econom c devel opnent and
hel p municipalities add to their tax base.
Additionally, it wll reduce em ssions as an added
bonus, especially to downw nd comrunities.

In 2022, the Departnent of Energy stated that
70 percent of our nation's current grid is over
25 years old, and that's a liability to the safety,
security and reliability of our grid.

New transm ssion is necessary to prevent rolling
bl ackouts, create resilience and redundancy in case of
attacks or failures and mtigate weather-rel ated
outages. According to expert testinony filed in this
docket, if the Gain Belt and Ti ger Connector had been
operational during Wnter Storm Uri, this project would
have saved t he Sout hwest Power Pool over $300 mllion

in costs. That is a significant benefit to our aging
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ailing grid, and that alone would be a benefit to
rat epayers.
O course, ratepayers will gain nore than energy

security. The Gain Belt is projected to save M ssouri
residents $17.6 billion between 2027 and 2066. O her
benefits for ratepayers include social benefits,

i ncl udi ng em ssion reductions worth over $7.6 billion.
The Grain Belt is projected to reduce em ssions of
carbon di oxide, sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxide in
M ssouri by 9.3 percent, 19.2 percent and 17.2 percent
respectively. I'msorry for all the nunbers. These
pol lutions are harnful to public health, reduce the
quality of life for residents, increase nedical bills
and contribute to premature deaths.

And then, you know, beyond all the other benefits
that I've just naned, there are benefits to
communities. A short |ist of municipal benefits
include $10 mllion in sales and property taxes for
Chariton County, half a mllion dollars to the
education of 3,731 students in Randol ph County, and
$142 mllion a year in savings for Shel bina. Lebanon
wll be able to neet its clean energy needs of two of
Its top manufacturers. And Mark Petty, who is the
director of Kirkwood Electric, recently told ne that he

expects this project would benefit Kirkwood financially
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and from a redevel opnent standpoint. They, |ike many

other cities in Mssouri and across the country, have
set goals to source 100 percent clean energy, and this
project will help themreach that goal.

The Grain Belt Express is necessary to shore up the
grid against climate risks while bringing clean,
af fordabl e energy to Mssouri. And | certainly hope
you Wi || approve this urgently needed project.

Thank you so rmuch for your tinme and your
consi deration and for your service to our state. That
ends ny testinony.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you. Stay on for just a

second.

M5. DERCSE: Okay.

JUDCGE CLARK: Just so everybody knows, if
you see ne | ooking down, |I'mnot disinterested. |[|'m

t aki ng notes.

Ms. DeRose, you have an extensive know edge about
this case. Can | ask, are you affiliated with any of
the parties?

M5. DEROSE: Yes, indeed. | amwth Sierra,
the M ssouri Sierra C ub.

JUDGE CLARK:  Ckay.

M5. DERCSE: Yeah. The Beyond Coal
Canpai gn, specifically.
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JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Well, | have no

guestions for you. Thank you very nuch for your
comment s.

M5. DEROSE: Thank you so nuch.

JUDGE CLARK: Mark Hai n®?

MR HAIM Yes. ood afternoon. It's Mark
Haim It's spelled Ma-r-k, Ha-i-m

JUDGE CLARK: |I'msorry, M. Haim

MR HAIM That's all right. M nane
doesn't spell the way it sounds.

JUDGE CLARK: Wbhuld you raise your right
hand to be sworn?

Do you solemly swear or affirmthat the testinony
you' re about to give at this |ocal public hearing is
the truth?

MR HAIM Yes, | do.

JUDGE CLARK: And what would you like to
tell the Conm ssion today?

MR HAIM Okay. | cone here today as
di rector of Md-Mssouri Peaceworks, a grassroots
nonprofit that's very involved in energy and clinmate
I ssues and represents over 400 nenber households in the
Col unbia, Md-Mssouri area, but nenbers throughout the
state.

| also cone here as a grandparent. |'m 73 years
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old. Most of ny life is behind ne, even if | live

quite a bit longer than many people ny age mght |ive,
and yet | amvery concerned about the future. And the
future, as | see it, is one that |ooks very -- very
forebodi ng, very troubl ed based on clinmate change. And
there seens to ne to be a great urgency in addressing
this matter. | think it's not just that it seens that
way to nme, but the scientific community has basically
I ndicated that that is the case.

And, in fact, we need to reduce our carbon
em ssions by half this decade if we have any hope of
avoi di ng the worst consequences of climte change. And
the only way we're going to get to reducing our
em ssions in half this decade is switching fromdirty
coal -fired and other fossil fuel-fired electric
generation to renewabl e energy, and, in particular, in
this part of the country, wind is a huge resource, and
we need that w nd-generated power. W need it
t hroughout our state. And the Grain Belt Express is
one way that we can nove forward and do that, to
replace dirty coal-fired power plants with cl ean
renewabl e electricity and create an econonmic future
that works for all of us.

You know, it's a blessing that it turns out that

this actually saves noney. | would be willing to buy
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it even if it cost nore than coal -fired power, because

coal -fired power has a | ot of externalized costs. But
It doesn't cost nore. It costs less, and that's very
heartening. |It's a very happy circunstance we find
ourselves in. And we can't afford to let the interests
of a few override the overwhelmng interests of all of
us as a population of the State of M ssouri.

This i npacts every one of us. And, as such, | urge
you to recogni ze the climte energency we're in and
take action on that situation by noving forward with as
much renewabl e-generated energy as we can, as quickly
as we can, and getting it to our consuners. Getting it
to our utilities in this state from Kansas nmakes a | ot
of sense, so does other projects that m ght be done in
the state of M ssouri or even in our individual hones
to nove things forward. But the piece that's in front
of us today is one that is really clear, and we w ||
all benefit if you approve this amendnent to their
oper ati on.

So I thank you for your tinme. | thank you for your
consi deration of our perspective. And | really hope
that you all wll make the right decision and approve
this. Thank you.

JUDCGE CLARK: Ckay. M. Haim | have no

questions for you. Thank you for your comrents.
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MR. HAIM Thank you. Take care.

JUDGE CLARK: Steve Jeffery.

MR, JEFFERY: Here.

JUDCGE CLARK: M. Jeffery, would you pl ease
state and spell your nane for the record?

MR. JEFFERY: Sure. |It's Stephen Jeffery,
S-t-e-p-h-e-n, J-e-f-f-e-r-y.

JUDGE CLARK: And woul d you raise your right
hand to be sworn? Do you solemnly swear or affirmthat
the testinony you re about to give at this virtual
| ocal public hearing is the truth?

MR. JEFFERY: Yes, sir.

JUDCGE CLARK: Pl ease go ahead.

MR. JEFFERY: Thank you. | have a prepared
statement 1'd like to read for the record.

Good afternoon. M nane is Steve Jeffery. |'man
attorney wwth Jeffery Law G oup, LLC, 400 Chesterfield
Center, Suite 400, Chesterfield, Mssouri 63017.

| represent the Md M ssouri Landowners Al li ance,
LLC whose purposes include participation in activities
to pronote the wise use of agricultural property in
M ssouri, to prevent the diversion of agricultural
property from productive use.

The Md M ssouri Landowners Alliance requests the

Comm ssi on di sapprove the requested anendnents and
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modi fications to the certificate of conveni ence and

necessity for the Gain Belt Express.
As a threshold issue, Article 1, Section 28 of the
M ssouri Constitution states, "That private property
shall not be taken for private use with or w thout
conpensation, unless by consent of the owner, except
for private ways of necessity, and except for drains
and ditches across the |lands of others for agricul tural
and sanitary purposes, in the manner prescribed by
| aw. "
Because the project developer is a for-profit
conpany -- for-profit private conpany -- pardon ne --
any use of em nent domain to acquire private property
for private use, wthout the consent of the owner in
this matter, appears to violate Article 1, Section 28.
In addition, in a letter dated January 31st, 2023,

comments were submtted by the Md M ssouri Landowners
Al'liance to the US Departnent of Energy concerning its
preparation of an environnental inpact statenent for
the Grain Belt Express project and the Tiger Connector.
These coments rai sed several --

MR, SCHULTE: Excuse ne. Judge d arKk.

MR. JEFFERY: Pardon ne?

MR SCHULTE: |'mvery sorry to interject,

but this is a lot of information and | egal argunent.
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This is not a public comment, and this seens to be the

wrong venue for | egal argunent froma party.

MR JEFFERY: May | continue, M. ALJ?

JUDCGE CLARK: Hold on just a second. Gve
nme a second to think this through. 1'mgoing to ask
you a few questions real quick, M. Jeffery.

Do you represent any of the parties, any of the

interveners in this case?

MR. JEFFERY: No, sir, | do not.

MR SCHULTE: Did you say that --
M. Jeffery, did you say that you represent the
M ssouri Landowners Associ ati on?

JUDGE CLARK: | believe he said
Md Mssouri .

MR JEFFERY: M client is the Md M ssouri
Landowners Alliance, LLC, alimted liability conpany
whi ch was fornmed approxi mately four weeks ago. |It's
not a party or an intervener in this proceedi ng, nor
has it been in any of the previous proceedi ngs pendi ng
bef ore the Comm ssion concerning the Grain Belt
Express.

And, you know, ny position, you know, with respect

of what ever objection that was nade, assumng it was an
obj ection, these are purely coments nade on behal f of

my clients who are | andowners in the Call away, Audrain
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County area. It isn't intended to be any type of |egal

argunent, which I clearly would agree with woul d be
I nappropriate since we're not a party or an intervener

to this proceeding. These are nerely public conments.

JUDCGE CLARK: Ckay. |I'magetting sone
background noise. Again, I'mgoing to ask if you're
not speaking at this tine, please nmute yourself. If

you're participating by phone, you may do so by
pressing star 6.
M. Jeffery, |'ve got one other question for you.

MR JEFFERY: Yes, sir.

JUDGE CLARK: Does the Md M ssouri
Landowners Al liance, LLC anticipate becom ng an
I ntervener or participant in this case?

MR. JEFFERY: Not at this point.

JUDGE CLARK: But you believe it could in
the future?

MR. JEFFERY: Pardon ne?

JUDCGE CLARK: Do you believe it could at a
future point?

MR. JEFFERY: It's ny understandi ng, from
talking with nmy clients, that they will not be

I nvol ving thensel ves as an intervener in this matter.

JUDCGE CLARK: Ckay. |I'mgoing to overrule
the objection. I1'mgoing to allow you to make your
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comments, as long as you don't steer too far into | egal

ar gument .

MR JEFFERY: Sure. Thank you. Thank you,

| was conmenting just to sone points that were nade
inaletter that was submtted to the Departnent of
Energy back in January concerni ng conponents of the
proj ect.

It appears that the devel opers are now seeking
federal financial assistance to build the project. It
appears this may be contrary to previous statenents
made by the devel opers. Second, the Departnent of
Energy is required by NEPA to consider the purpose and
need for this massive project. According to federal
| aw, the DOE cannot nerely accept the devel oper's
stated purposes for the project. It has to make its
own i ndependent determ nati on.

Thirdly, under NEPA, the Departnent of Energy is
required to consider other viable alternatives to the
project. These alternatives, as stated in the letter,

i nclude but are not necessarily |limted to, first,
routing all or portions of the transm ssion |ines along
exi sting highway rights-of-way instead of taking
significant anmounts of valuable agricultural |and out

of service. Secondly, routing all or portions of the
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transm ssion |lines underground, |ike what was recently

done in the European Union in connection with the

750 kil onmeter project referred to as the German
Corridors Project. Fourth, under NEPA, the Departnment
of Energy is required to fully consider and address all
of the significant environnental inpacts of this

proj ect.

While ny client acknow edges that these
NEPA-r el ated concerns are outside the scope of the
PSC s regulatory authority, it is nonethel ess inportant
for the Public Service Comm ssion and its staff to be
made aware of these comments in the public record.

But, nore inportantly, the Conm ssion and the staff
shoul d know that the Departnent of Energy's
Environnmental |npact Statenent will be critically
reviewed in order to protect and safeguard the |egal
interests of all the |andowners in M ssouri and other
states who are adversely affected by this massive
project which could likely result in litigation in
federal court.

Thank you. [|'d be glad to answer any questi ons.

JUDGE CLARK: | don't have any question. |
have, as a point of clarification, you said,
i nformation for the Comm ssion and staff. | wll note

for the record that while the Conm ssion and staff iIs
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housed in the sane building, there is a wall between

t he Comm ssion and the staff, and staff conmunicates
with the Comm ssion |ike any other party, through
notions and pl eadings. So staff does not get to nake
any decisions regarding this.

| have no questions for you. Are there any
guestions fromthe Comm ssion?

| don't hear any. Thank you for your comments,

M. Jeffery.

MR. JEFFERY: Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: Fred Barnes? |Is there a
M. Barnes present?

MR. BARNES: |'m here.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, M. Barnes.

Wul d you pl ease state and spell your nane for the
record?

MR. BARNES: M nane is Fred Barnes, F-r-e-d,
B-a-r-n-e-s.

JUDGE CLARK: And, M. Barnes, would you
rai se your right hand to be sworn?

Do you solemmly swear or affirmthat the testinony
you're going to give at this virtual |ocal public
hearing is the truth?

MR. BARNES. Yes.
JUDGE CLARK: And what would you like to
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tell the Conm ssion today?

MR. BARNES: | ama -- | assist with
governnent affairs for Magnitude 7 Metals, which is
formerly the Noranda plant |located in New Madrid
County, specifically in Marston, M ssouri.

| ambriefly testifying on behalf of Jon Reali,
R-e-a-1-i, the chief operating officer at Magnitude 7
Metals who is currently out of the country.

There has been a letter that's been submtted, you
know, from M. Reali on this matter. But, briefly,
energy affordability and growing reliability risks are
our top concerns for famlies and busi nesses across the
country and specifically in Mssouri.

Magnitude 7 Metals is the single | argest consuner
of electricity in the state. They use nore electricity
than the Gty of Springfield, and energy reliability
and costs are certainly a concern for them Associated
El ectric Cooperative Incorporated, AECI, is a trusted
and | oyal partner of their plant. However, even AEC
admts that they are likely not going to have the
capacity in the long run to neet consuner demands,

i ncl udi ng enough energy to power Magnitude 7 Metals,
who enpl oys close to 600 people in New Madrid County.

They are encouraged by the prom se of the project,

and as you know -- as you may know today, the project
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was approved by the Illinois Comrerce Comm ssion of

Grain Belt -- and approved Grain Belt Express's
certificate of public convenience and necessity.

| ' m happy to answer any questions. Thank you for
your tinme.

JUDCGE CLARK: | have no questions for you,
M. Barnes. Thank you very nmuch for your comments.

Susan Everett -- Everhart. |[|'msorry. Susan
Everhart. M. Everhart?

Travis Britton?

MR. BRITTON: Yes, sir, |'mhere.

JUDGE CLARK: Good afternoon, M. Britton.

MR. BRITTON. Good afternoon.

JUDCGE CLARK: Wbul d you pl ease state and
spell your nanme for the court reporter?

MR BRITTON. Yes. |It's Travis Britton,
T-r-a-v-i-s, B-r-i-t-t-o-n.

JUDGE CLARK: And would you raise your right
hand to be sworn?

Do you solemly swear or affirmthat the testinony
you are about to give at this virtual |ocal public
hearing is the truth?

MR BRITTON: Yes, | do.
JUDGE CLARK: And what would you like to

tell the Conm ssion today?
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MR BRI TTON:. M. Chairnman, nenmbers of the

Comm ssion, ny nane is Travis Britton, and | reside in
rural Atlanta, M ssouri.

My daughter Kayla exhibits |ivestock at our county,
regional and state fairs. And two years ago Kayla was
reserve chanpion at the Mssouri State Fair and
wi nd energy purchased Kayla's neat pen of rabbits at
the Sal e of Chanpions. W very nmuch appreciate them
and their support for the children. | know w nd energy
al so purchases other county -- county fair aninmals all
the way along their route, 4-H and FFA |ivestock at
every county fair along their route.

So, you know, these young kids, they're going to
remenber that. They're going to appreciate that, as
well as us, as consuners, appreciate wnd energy. So,
in addition, they have a new $500 conmunity grant
programthat hel ps 4-H cl ubs and nonprofits al ong the
route in our state here in M ssouri.

So, you know, as our famly, we're proud to support
the Gain Belt Express because they support the 4-H and
the FFA. As a business owner, you know, we want to buy
|l ocal. We want to support the people that support us.

So thank you for your tine.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you. | have no

questions for you, M. Britton. Thank you for your
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t1me.

C arissa Hawt horne. C arissa Hawthorne. Is there
a Carissa Hawt horne on? And | believe Ms. Hawt horne
spoke at yesterday's | ocal public hearing.

Karen Newman? Karen Newman.

(kay. Those are the last nanes that | had signed
up to speak today. At this tine, I'"'mgoing to open it
up. |Is there anybody who did not sign up to speak who
would li ke to offer comments to the Conm ssion at this
time?

MR FALKE: M. Chairman, ny nane is --

SPEAKER: Judge -- go ahead.

MR. FALKE: Judge, ny nane is Stan Fal ke,
Presiding Comm ssioner of Carroll County. |If this is
an appropriate tine, I'd like to offer comrents.

JUDGE CLARK: It is an appropriate tine.

Wul d you pl ease state and spell your nane for the
record?

MR. FALKE: Stan, S-t-a-n, |ast nane Fal ke,
F-a-1-k-e. | am Presiding Conm ssioner of Carroll
County, M ssouri.

JUDGE CLARK: And woul d you raise your right
hand to be sworn?

MR, FALKE: Yes, sir.

JUDGE CLARK: Do you solemly swear or
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affirmthat the testinony you are about to give at this

| ocal public hearing is the truth?

MR, FALKE: | do.

JUDCGE CLARK: And what would you like to
tell the Conm ssion today?

MR. FALKE: That Carroll County has been a
supporter of this project since its inception. And
while |'ve not done any statistical surveys, | believe
the vast majority of our citizens in the county al so
approve of this project. And | believe that could be
just briefly labeled in two different categories: One,
reliable and affordable source of electricity going
forward, and, secondly, which is huge to Carroll
County, the opportunity for econom c devel opnent in
Carroll County.

And just to briefly remark on the first, |ooking
fromthe grassroots up, | cannot inagine here in
Carroll County a single nother or father getting hone
|ate at night with kids to feed, it's dark and cold
out si de, and you open the door and flip the |ight
switch and it doesn't cone on because it's dark and
cold inside because we've run out of electricity. And
| believe that has been alluded to in earlier
commentary. But we do and are concerned about this

reliable source of energy going forward and believe
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that this project will greatly enhance that.

As far as econom c devel opnent, Carroll County is
an enhanced enterprise zoned area throughout just about
all of the county, and this is just an excellent
opportunity for what we believe to be viable and
sust ai nabl e econom ¢ devel opnent at Carroll County.

And we believe that Gain Belt Express will be an

i ntegral and conpatible partner in noving forward to
achieve this opportunity for econom c devel opnent. It
wi |l mean an increase in our base for taxation, and
most of that will go right directly to the schools, and
we appreciate that for our county for sure.

And just, in closing, | would just |ike to say that
we realize, M. Chairman, that there are opponents to
this project, but these opponents are no nore
passi onate about their position than we are passionate
about our position supporting this. W just believe
it's an integral and excellent opportunity to nove
forward and just would highly urge you to approve this
project. There now ends ny conmentary.

JUDCGE CLARK: Ckay. Thank you, M. Fal ke.
| have no questions for you.

| s there anybody el se who would like to offer
comments to the Commission at this tine?

MR. BOENDER: Yes, | woul d.
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SPEAKER:  Yes, | woul d.
JUDGE CLARK:  I'Il take -- is it Call-in --
well, you can't see if you're Call-in User 10 or not.

Whoever spoke first.

MR. BCENDER: Okay. M nane is Ti m Boender.
"1l spell it.

JUDCGE CLARK: And woul d you spell your nane
for the court reporter?

MR. BOENDER: Yes. Yeah. 1It's T-i-m
B-o-e-n-d-e-r. |I'mrepresenting ny nother, the
| andowner .

JUDGE CLARK: Al right. Wuld you pl ease
rai se your right hand to be sworn?

Do you solemly swear or affirmthat the testinony
you are about to give at this virtual |ocal public
hearing is the truth?

MR. BCOENDER  Yes.

JUDGE CLARK: And what would you like to
tell the Conm ssion today?

MR BCOENDER: 1'd like to give alittle
background and maybe chal |l enge sonme of the thought
process here of sone of the previous speakers.

Alittle history. The farm has been in our famly
since the early 1950s. Today we're currently farm ng

it. W've invested significantly in a |ot of
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sust ai nabl e upgrades to the property in the form of
terraces, waterways, etcetera. W also use it for
recreation, for outdoor sports and those types of
t hi ngs.

One of ny concerns with this power |ine com ng
t hrough our property, first of all, it's a privately
hel d organi zation, a privately held entity that is
working to try to put this -- put these towers on our
-- on our property, which doesn't feel right.

One of the things that -- one of the limtations

we're going to have, when you think about the future --
and | heard sonebody nention NOx em ssions and
sustainability and carbon offsets and all that kind of
stuff -- is one of the limtations we're going to have
i n having these towers on our property is going to be
our inability to do sone of the things that | think
we're going to need to do, i.e., application of cover
crops, you know, crops to reduce end-of-season NOx

em ssions, fungicide application, which is another way
to maximze utilization of nitrogen, which has been
known to be a contributor to sonme of this, sonme of

t hese carbon issues, but it's really restrictive and,

I f you look to the future, sonme of the things that I
think we're going to be held accountable to as far as

sust ai nabl e productivity.
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My challenge to the group is, you know, we've

tal ked about these towers. But a gentleman nentioned,
you know, utilizing right-of-ways that are currently
avail able to do this. | don't think anybody opposes
cl eaner energy sources. |'mjust opposing the way
they' re going about it.

Anot her point | want to nmake is ny 83-year-old
nmot her got a call the other night with sonebody asking
her about doi ng survey work on her farm unknow ng what
it was about, felt like it was a little presunptuous
and it was a little undercover of the night, one of the
reasons |'mon the call today.

My challenge to the Comm ssion is, if you | ook at
who the people are, who the investors are that are
wanting to do this, you're looking at the way they're
goi ng about it rather than | ooking at alternatives, ny
viewis, this is why you're in place, to protect
I ndividuals |ike ourselves, |andowners, in this event
that we're tal king about today. And that's the end of
nmy coment.

JUDCGE CLARK: Ckay. Thank you, M. Boender.
| have no questions for you. Thank you for your
coment s.

M5. VOGELWEID: This is Mary Vogel weid. |

would i ke to make a comment, if | coul d.
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JUDGE CLARK: Yes. Wuld you please state

your nanme again and spell it for the court reporter?

M5. VOGELWEID: Sure. Mary Vogel wei d,
Ma-r-y, V-o-g-e-l-we-i-d.

JUDCGE CLARK: And, Ms. Vogel weid, would you
rai se your right hand to be sworn?

MS. VOGELWEI D Yes.

JUDGE CLARK: Do you solemmly swear or
affirmthat the testinony you' re about to give at this
virtual |ocal public hearing is the truth?

MS. VOCGELWEI D:  Yes.

JUDGE CLARK: What would you like to tell
t he Conm ssi on?

M5. VOGELVEID: | would like to tell the
Comm ssion that ny comments are in a simlar vein as
the individual who just spoke, in that the nethod in
which this -- there's no doubt that we need to have a
better grid, have a nore secure grid and nore reliable
grid. But the issue that | currently have with Gain
Belt Express is how they're going to go about
installing these Iines and running them above farn and.

And | | ook at what's happened in California as an
exanpl e of what we should try to prevent doing, instead
of we're running these |ines aboveground the way t hat

we' ve done historically, probably since back Wrld
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War Il tinme. And what has happened in California is

that the utility conpany was hel d responsi bl e and
liable for the Canp Fire which killed 48 people. And
when they were found guilty of 48 counts of involuntary
mansl aughter after that fire, the utility went bankrupt
and di ssolved, and then it was reorgani zed.

And so what they do today in California with these
overground transm ssion |ines, during periods of tine
when weat her conditions are ripe to start fires, when
it's dry and windy, they turn the lines off. And so
t he busi ness owners and all the people in these
comrunities are then without electricity. And so what
t hey have been forced to do in order to operate their
busi nesses are to have auxiliary generators on-site.

So they're going with natural gas or diesel generators
or mcro-solar array type areas.

And so ny concern with the nunber, the size of
these lines, we have no lines this |arge running across
the United States today as opposed to what Grain Belt
IS proposing to do. M question to you all is, what
happens when one of those |ines goes down? Because
what | can foresee is that we will have hundreds of
thousands to mlIlions of people across nultiple states
Wi t hout power for a sustained period of tinme. This can

be avoided, | believe, by nore conscientious
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installation of this line. And |andowner rights could

be protected by routing it along established utility
corridors or along established rights-of-way.
That concl udes ny comments.

JUDGE CLARK: And when you say
conscientious, that it could be done nore
conscientiously, you're referring to putting it along
ri ght-of-ways, correct?

M5. VOGELVEID: Yes. And also -- and
burying it, if that's possible. Mking it -- if we
want it to be resilient, it can't take a hit in a
disaster. It can't take a hit in a tornado. It can't
conme down in a windstorm It can't be taken out in a
fire.

JUDGE CLARK: Ms. Vogel weid, thank you for
your conments.

M5. VOGELVEI D: Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: | have no questions for you.

Is there anybody el se who would |ike to offer
comments to the Conm ssion at this tinme?

MR. DYE: Yes, there is.

JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Sir, what's your nane?

MR. DYE: Yes. M nane is Kent Dye, K-e-n-t,
D-y-e.

JUDGE CLARK: And woul d you raise your right
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hand to be sworn?

MR. DYE: Yes.

JUDGE CLARK: Do you solemmly swear or
affirmthat the testinony you re about to give at this
virtual |ocal public hearing is the truth?

MR. DYE: Yes.

JUDCGE CLARK: Please go ahead, M. Dye.

MR DYEE H. M nane is Kent Dye. |I'ma
farnmer from Monroe County and also a | andowner. |'m
strongly opposed to the building of the Tiger Express
and Gain Belt Express line. The MSO which is the
M dconti nent | ndependent System Qperator, has already
approved new projects that wll bring wind energy to
M ssouri and Illinois. Gain Belt and Tiger Express
are not needed for reliability, econom c and for any
ot her reason.

Thi s has been a highly specul ative project fromthe
begi nni ng, over ten years ago, as Gain Belt now seeks
taxpayer funding fromthe Departnent of Energy. And if
energy says we'll sell interest in the projects to
other private parties for their own private use, this
woul d make Grain Belt Express no |onger for public use.
It shoul d never have been given the power of em nent
domain. M ssouri |andowners will be the victins in the

end with easenents forced upon themto grant unlimted
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access to their land into perpetuity.
"Il say I"'ma nultigenerational farner. The
proposed line wll cross over three and a half mles of

our nost productive farm and, putting 40-foot square
based towers every quarter mle or less, which wll
make it difficult for farm ng around, for aerial
application. W rely heavily on precision ag to guide
our inplenents across the field, and we're not sure the
effects of 3500 negawatts of power will have over that.
So, in closing, ny position has not changed over

the | ast decade, as | stand in opposition to the Tiger
Express and Grain Belt Express lines. And | thank you
for listening to ny cooments, and that's all | have, if
you have any questions.

JUDGE CLARK: | had one question, and you
al ready answered it, and that was, does the line cross
your property. And you said that there would be
several 40-foot based towers. So thank you for your
conment s.

MR. DYE: Yes.

JUDGE CLARK: | have no further questions
for you.

MR. DYE: Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you.

| s there anybody el se who would |ike to offer
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comrents to the Comm ssion at this tine?

| see a hand up, sir, but | can't hear you. You
may need to unnute.

MR. KLI NEDI NST: Ll oyd Kl i nedi nst.

JUDCGE CLARK: And woul d you spell your nane
for the court reporter?

MR, KLI NEDI NST: L--1-o0-y-d,
K-1-i-n-e-d-i-n-s-t.

JUDCGE CLARK: And woul d you raise your right
hand to be sworn?

Do you solemmly swear or affirmthat the testinony
you' re about to give at this virtual |ocal public
hearing is the truth?

MR, KLI NEDI NST:  Yes.

JUDCGE CLARK: Pl ease go ahead.

MR, KLI NEDI NST: | hope you give car eful
consideration to and approve the Grain Belt Express,
which will deliver safe, clean, reliable and affordable
energy to Mssouri, enough to power 1.6 mllion hones.
This increased transm ssion is essential for saving
M ssouri consuners noney, ensuring grid reliability and
nmovi ng our state away fromdirty outdated fossil fuels.

Thank you very nuch.

JUDGE CLARK: Is that all the coments you

have?
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MR. KLI NEDI NST: Yes, sir.

JUDGE CLARK: GCkay. | have no questions for

you. Thank you.

| s there anybody el se who would |ike to offer
coments on this case to the Conm ssion today?

| see soneone wth their hand up.

M5. SCHUBA: Hello. This is Patricia Schuba
and a few people fromthe Labadie area that cane to ny
house to use the internet to testify before you today.

Again, | wanted to say thank you for providing this
opportunity. O ten we cone before you with a different
perspective on coal -fired power plants and wanting nore
regulation there. So it's pleasant to be --

JUDGE CLARK: It sounds |ike you're getting
I n your testinony.

M5. SCHUBA: Onh, sorry.

JUDGE CLARK: Before we do that, can | ask
you to state, spell your nane, and then I'll swear you
I n?

M5. SCHUBA: Sure. Sorry. Patricia,
P-a-t-r-i-c-i-a; Schuba, S-c-h-u-b-a.

JUDGE CLARK: And do you solemmly swear or
affirmthat the testinony you' re about to give at this
virtual local public hearing is the truth?

MS. SCHUBA: Yes, it is.
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JUDGE CLARK: And what would you like to

tell the Conm ssion?

M5. SCHUBA: So, again, | wanted to say
t hank you for the opportunity to be before you on a
positive note. And having said that, we all |ive near
the Labadie coal-fired power plant in Labadie,
M ssouri, which is the largest in the state. It
doesn't have scrubbers, contributing the nost to the
pol lution that was nentioned earlier in testinony.
It's a 2400 negawatt power plant. And so the hope for
bringing clean energy into the state is that we're able
to make it nore possible for our utilities to nove
beyond this dirty energy that's affecting all of us. |
think it was nentioned the inpacts to clinmate change,
the inpacts to our health. This power plant al one has
al nost 200 premature deaths per year. So if you | ook
at a 20-year period, it's thousands of M ssouri ans that
pay for this form of energy.

Me and ny sister are here today to testify. W're
the fifth generation of a farmfamly in the Labadie
area. And we actually have two large netal towers that
have crossed our property for decades. And prior to
that, wooden towers that preceded those, as early as
the '20s. So we know and enpathize with the other farm

famlies of the inpacts of taking on that additional
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responsibility to nake sure energy is provided to our

nei ghbors. But we're here to say that that is really
I nportant that we be able to have this opportunity in
this state. It could save electric consuners here

about 17.6 billion according to testinony by Mark

Repsher. 1t's 2500 negawatts of safe, clean, reliable,
af fordabl e energy. | think it was nentioned,
1.6 mllion hones. W're in support of it as a century

farmfamly.

| ama biologist. |'ve worked in healthcare for
about 25 years. The way we are produci ng energy
currently is so dangerous to our futures, and many
M ssourians have paid with their lives to be able for
us to have dirty coal-fired electricity. W're
strongly in support of an extension to the Gain Belt
whi ch has al ready been approved and al so enpathetic to
the concerns that these future projects should be built
in a better way than the old way that we did things.

So | had wi shed when | noved back here to M ssouri
that the towers on our farm which wll probably be
there the rest of ny life, would have been put
underground. So | understand that argunent, and |'m
hopeful that those kinds of projects can happen, but |
also think it shouldn't be the reason not to approve

this project and to bring that clean energy into the
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state so our utilities have incentives to nmove to cl ean

energy as soon as possible. And | think that's what |
have to say today. Thank you for the opportunity.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, Ms. Schuba. | have
no questions for you. Thank you for your comrents.

| s there anybody el se who would like to offer
comment s?

M5. SCHUBA: Can | pass it off to Christine
Alt?

JUDGE CLARK: You may.

M5. SCHUBA: Thank you.

M5. ALT: H . I'mChristine. I'm
Patricia' s sister.

JUDCGE CLARK: Ms. Al't, would you pl ease
state and spell your nanme for the record?

M5. ALT: Yes. [It's Christine,
Ch-r-i-s-t-i-n-e; last nane is Alt, Al-t.

JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. M. Alt, do you
solemnly swear or affirmthat the testinony you're
about to give at this virtual |ocal public hearing is
the truth?

M5. ALT: Yes, | do.

JUDGE CLARK: Pl ease go ahead with your
comrent s.

M5. ALT: M nane is Christine Alt, and ny
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famly, as ny sister nentioned, has been residing in

the Labadie area ny entire lifetinme. As a citizen and
now as a parent, | appreciate the Public Service

Comm ssion asking for our participation in this hearing
today. So I want to thank you first, and | probably
will end with a thank you, too. This is a wn-wn, and
|'"d ask to add another win to our state for all of
these -- all these inpacts.

The Grain Belt Express can deliver up to 2500
nmegawatts of safe, clean, reliable and affordable
energy to so many hones, up to 1.6 mllion hones is
what | read. Secondly, the Departnment of Energy has
expl ained that 70 percent of our nation's current grid
Is over a quarter of a century old. So it is a
liability to safety, the security, the reliability of
our grid system And living in a small comunity that
Is directly inpacted by a coal-fired plant that is now
over 40 years old, | can appreciate the potential for
the Gain Belt Express and al so the Tiger Connection
proj ect.

Thi s expansi on through the Tiger Connector could
al so help things be cleaner for all people. | also
woul d add that | understand the concerns that sone of
the property owners have expressed and continue to

express for a long tinme, because, as ny sister
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mentioned, we have a famly farmthat's a century farm

inour famly still operating, and ny husband al so has
a century farmstill operating in this area. And if

gi ven an option for this new project at the tine when
the power lines went through our property, we would be
happy to see it in this area, hopefully, utilizing all
coments and best practices for the future, which may
even include |lines along the right-of-way or placing
i nes underground. And we |ook to Germany and nuch of
Europe for the success of those lines as well, but, for
now, we need to inprove what we can inprove, and this
proj ect woul d.

Not only wll these benefits nmake ne feel better as
a parent, but citizens wll also benefit beyond what |
have al ready expressed. The worth has been estinmated
to be beyond $7.6 billion. And nyself and ny famly
strongly support this project expansion for all the
soci al benefits, the increased safety for people and
our environnment, wth greatly reducing em ssions, and
financially, also, for the region.

So | would say, thank you for listening to us and
pl ease support furthering this project wth the Tiger
Connection. Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Thank you for your

coments. | have one question.
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MS. ALT: Yeah.

JUDGE CLARK: And, just, you'll have to
forgive ne, it just has to do wth the fact that I
don't know where you, your sisters or your husband's
farmis.

Does this project cross any of your properties?

M5. ALT: No, it does not. But we live
Wi thin very close proximty to the Labadi e Aneren
coal -fired plant, which does not have scrubbers. And
we have been dealing with a very long tinme -- ny entire
lifetime, ny children's entire lifetinme -- of living in
the wake of the problens with that plant. And we do
have power lines that go through our property that are
going to be outdated at sonme point. So we woul d hope
that those types of |ines disappear and nore projects
like the G ain Belt Express and also this Tiger
Connector would be | ooked at. And as | said, into the
future having those |ines underground or safer, that
woul d be better too. But for now, this is a great
project and it shoul d be encouraged.

JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Thank you for your
comments, Ms. Alt.

M5. ALT: Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK:  And | want to apol ogize. |If

you hear the occasional dinging, that's ne getting
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enmail, and | do not know how to nute that. So |

apol ogi ze for that.

| s there anybody el se who would like to offer
comrents to the Comm ssion today?

Yes, | see a hand.

M5. NOHL: H . M nane is Carol Nohl.

JUDGE CLARK: And woul d you pl ease spel |
your name for the court reporter?

M5. NOHL: C-a-r-o-1, No-h-1.

JUDGE CLARK: And, Ms. Nohl, would you raise
your right hand to be sworn?

Do you solemly swear or affirmthat the testinony
you' re about to give at this |local public hearing is
the truth?

M5. NOHL: Yes, | do.

JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Go ahead with your
comrent s.

M5. NOHL: | don't -- | can't say that I'ma
scientist. |I'mcomng here today to give ny coments
as a citizen who's been concerned about the need for
increasing affordability of energy and safety of
energy, and |'ve been associated with people in the
Labadi e community for many years. My sister lives in
it. | used to live init.

| did nove to St. Louis County to care for ny
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elderly nother. And there are transm ssion |ines near

where | |live now, and they've been there for many
years. | feel that sonetines you have to give a little
to have sonething for the greater benefit of everybody.
And |I''m happy that this project is being planned. And
hopefully it will be approved and nove forward because
| feel like it wll help everybody be able to afford
energy better. It will be cleaner energy, safer
energy, and | feel it wll be safer for all farners and
peopl e across M ssouri because it will help wth our
concerns about climate change. And |I've watched people
i n Labadi e being severely and adversely affected by
coal pollution.
So this, to nme, is an exciting project, and | do

understand the concerns of the people whose land it
m ght go across. And | do agree that if it could go
underground that would be a good thing. But | think we
are | ooking at urgency in making green energy happen
now. And that's ny comments. Thank you for [|istening.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, Ms. Nohl. | have
no questions for you.

| s there anybody else at this tinme who would Iike

to offer cooments to the Conm ssion?

M5. RUSSELL: Yes, sir.

JUDGE CLARK: You have a house full today,
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Ms. Schuba.

And woul d you pl ease state and spell your nane for
the court reporter?

M5. RUSSELL: Rebecca, R-e-b-e-c-c-a;
Russell, R-u-s-s-e-I-1.

JUDGE CLARK:  Would you spell your |ast nane
one nore tinme for ne?

M5. RUSSELL: R-u-s-s-e-I-I.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you.

And woul d you raise your right hand to be sworn?

Do you solemmly swear or affirmthat the testinony
you' re about to give at this local public hearing is
the truth?

M5. RUSSELL: Yes, | do.

JUDGE CLARK: And what would you like to
tell the Conm ssion today?

M5. RUSSELL: | amalso not a scientist, but
| can appreciate the comments of the | andowners and the
farmers. | know that there's very nuch trepidation on
their part about what wll happen wth their |land, the
transm ssions, etcetera, etcetera. W have dealt with
these kind of things in the past, | do believe, because
the wres have been around for a long tine.

| think that underground w ring would be wonderful,

but what we really need to address is the climate

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com




© 00 N oo o b~ w N Pk

N N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © W N O O M W N B O

Transcript of Proceedings

) ) ) Page 50
change and what we are doing down the line. Things

have to start changing now And with this Tiger
Connector -- the Gain Belt's already been approved,
with this Tiger Connector bringing so many -- so mnuch
nore clean energy into Mssouri where we have so nmany
coal -fired pl ants.
And | do live close enough to the Labadie
coal -fired plant, that is the Aneren plant, and that it
has affected ny health and many, many nore peopl e that
| know and sone that are no longer with us. So | would
just like to see -- for the benefit, we've get to give
alittle on each side. And | would certainly not be,
maybe, overly happy if | had transm ssion lines. |
woul d be nore happy underground, but we have to solve a
problem W have to solve an urgent problemthat we
have, and it's not going to happen quickly, but we have
to get started on it.
And | think that's the end, and I thank you for

listening to us.

JUDCGE CLARK: Ckay. Thank you for your
coments. | have no questions for you.

M5. RUSSELL: Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: Is there anybody el se who
would i ke to offer comments today to the Conm ssion?

MR. W DEMAN: Yes, Judge. This is Gry
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Wdeman. |f | could offer a brief coment, please.
JUDGE CLARK: |I'mgoing to ask you to speak
up just a little. I'mhaving a little bit of a

difficulty hearing you.
Wul d you pl ease --

MR WDEMAN: Yes. Can you hear nme a little
better now?

JUDGE CLARK: Yes, it is.

Wul d you state and spell your nanme for the court

reporter?

MR. WDEMAN:. Yes. Again, Gary Wdenman,
Wi-d-e-ma-n.

JUDGE CLARK: Wi --

MR. WDEMAN:. -- d-e-ma-n.

JUDGE CLARK: And is Gary, what spelling is
that? |Is that Ga --

MR WDEMAN. G a-r-y.

JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Thank you.

MR. W DEMAN:. Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: Woul d you raise your right
hand to be sworn?

MR WDEMAN: Yes, sSir.

JUDGE CLARK: Do you solemly swear or
affirmthat the testinony you' re about to give at this

| ocal public hearing is the truth?
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MR. W DEMAN: | do.

JUDGE CLARK: Pl ease go ahead.

MR W DEMAN. Ckay. Thank you.

| am opposed to this subm ssion. There wll be a

serious negative inpact to ny wife's farmand nany
others. | have heard many statistics presented here in
support of this project. | do believe nost of us know

that stats can prove both sides of cases. Sonetines it
depends on who is supplying those statistics.

As far as climte change, there are experts on both
sides of this issue. | renenber reading the book,
"Popul ati on Bonmb" many years ago in college. It ended
up to be an alarm st theory that did not occur.

|"d like to refer to an article in the Mexico
Ledger dated on 8/1 of 2022. A high ranking enpl oyee
of Grain Belt Express stated this: He acknow edged
that the conpany has no enpirical data that illustrates
demand for what the G ain Belt Express has to offer.
"We are always trying to sell our product.”

Let nme restate that again because | believe it's
very inportant. This enpl oyee acknow edged that the
conpany has no enpirical data that illustrates the
demand for what the Gain Belt Express has to offer.
“"We are always trying to sell our product."”

| do believe we need to be good stewards of our
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environnent. But should this be at the cost of our

smal | farnmers and nei ghbors? There has to be a better
way than using these |arge towers traversing our
properties. | cannot understand how this corporation
can use em nent domain to disrupt small farns and
| andowners. To ne, it would seemillegal and certainly
not ethical to do this.

Thank you, Judge.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you.

And just to clarify, you said that article was in
t he August 1st, 2022, Mexico Ledger?

MR. WDEMAN:. That's correct, sir.

JUDCGE CLARK: Ckay. M. Wdeman, thank you
for your comments.

MR. W DEMAN: Thank you, Judge.

JUDGE CLARK: |s there anybody else at this
time who would |ike to offer comments to the Conm ssion
about this case?

M5. EVERHART: Yes. Hello. Can you hear
nme?

JUDGE CLARK: | can.

Wul d you pl ease state and spell your nanme for the
court reporter?

M5. EVERHART: M nane is Susan Everhart,

spelled S-u-s-a-n, E-v-e-r-h-a-r-t.
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JUDGE CLARK: And, Ms. Everhart, would you

rai se your right hand to be sworn?

Do you solemmly swear or affirmthat the testinony
you' re about to give at this virtual |ocal public
hearing is the truth?

M5. EVERHART: | do.

JUDGE CLARK: Pl ease go ahead with your
coment s.

M5. EVERHART: Well, our famly farmis in
danger of being crossed by the Tiger Connector, which
woul d damage hi gh-val ue cropl and, pasture and
recreational woods. W fervently object to this
project utilizing valuable, useful soil. Towns,
cities, and golf courses, shopping nmalls are already
eating up cropland and farnms at an alarmng rate, and
soil lost through erosion is just another huge threat.

Soils are a fundanental natural resource, the basis
for all terrestrial life. Avoiding soil degradation is
crucial. Soil is not just dirt. This proposed project
covering mles of cropland will contribute greatly to
this degradation of the soil. Wen the structure of
the soil is changed and conpaction occurs, the path of
the water runoff wll change, and who knows how this
will inpact soil |oss.

Qur farm besides using terraces and waterways to
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slow the soil loss, our tenants use mninmumtill age

practices. For the last four years, our tenants have
I npl enented planting cover crops to further hold our
soil in place and inprove soil life. This is the

i nproved soil that will be subject to degradation
during the construction of this project. Heavy

equi pnent will cause soil conpaction. Soil wll be
further damaged from concrete placed in the soil and
possi bl e damage to terraces nmay occur at the
construction site.

Qur woods and pasture al so sequester carbon which
hel ps mtigate climate change. How nany trees wll be
torn up in the construction of Tiger Connector? W
al so have a recreation | ake al ongsi de the proposed
Ti ger Connector line also used by ny famly for four
generations for swinmng, boating and fishing. Plus,
this recreation |l ake is also on the property adj oi ning
t he proposed converter station. Wat an ugly thing to
| ook at while using our [ ake.

Way shoul d farners have to bear the negative inpact
or losses incurred by this project? Does this not go
agai nst the Departnent of Energy's stand on
envi ronnental justice?

Al so, on ny personal land, | have the high voltage

Grain Belt passing next to nmy hone. | don't know if
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the negative health effects have been di sproved

regarding living in close proximty to such a line. W
have never been notified of the exact size or
nmeasurenent of the easenent they desire for the Tiger
Connector, nor have they said where they would enter or
exit the land. Gain Belt's representative tried to
pay us off to the tune of $600 if we would |l et them
survey our property before the project was even
approved.

So, in conclusion, | advocate putting the
transm ssion |ine underground, at the site of an
exi sting right-of-way sonmewhere el se. Thank you.

JUDCGE CLARK: Thank you, Ms. Everhart. |
have no questions for you. Thank you for your
t esti nony.

M5. EVERHART: You're wel cone.

JUDGE CLARK: Is there anybody el se who
would li ke to offer comments to the Conm ssion at this
time?

Ckay. Not hearing anyone else, | would like to
t hank everyone who took tine out of their day to
participate and to offer their testinony.

Yes? Did soneone say sonething? -- who took tine
out of their day to offer their testinony and comments

to the Comm ssi on.
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| f you have additional comments that you did not

get to nake today or if you know soneone who coul d not
be present and would like to make comments, there are
ways to nake witten comments. You may do that by
going to the Public Service Conmm ssion's web page, and
there's alink there to offer comments. You can al so
contact the Ofice of the Public Counsel. They've been
very gracious about seeing that public comments get
filed wth the Comm ssion. And you may further, if you
need help or assistance of filing comments with the
Comm ssion, that can be done by contacting the M ssouri
Publ i c Service Comm ssion Consumer Services. And the
nunber for that is 1(800) 392-4211.

Wth that, again, I'd |ike to thank everyone for
taki ng scrubbers tinme out of their day today. And I
want you to know that the Comm ssion, this is our
chance to hear fromthe public, and I know that the
comm ssi oners appreciate hearing fromthe public. And
| | earn sonething new every tinme we have one of these
| ocal public hearings.

Wth that all being said, this hearing is now
adj ourned, and we will go off the court record.

(The hearing concludes at 1:11 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE
|, Christine M dark, RPR, hereby certify that
| reported the M ssouri Public Service Conm ssion
Renote Public Meeting on this 8th day of March 2023,
concerning the matter aforesaid;

That | was then and there a notary public;

That the foregoing transcript is a true and
correct transcript of ny stenographic notes in said
matter, transcribed under ny direction and control;

That | amnot related to any of the parties
hereto, nor interested in the outcone of the action and
have no contract with any parties, attorneys or persons
wth an interest in the action that has a substanti al
tendency to affect ny inpartiality;

W TNESS MY HAND AND SEAL this 20th day of March
2023.

i MGtz
(:ghu;tila
Christine M O ark, RPR
Not ary Public
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