
STATE OF MISSOURI 
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
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Commission held at its office in 
Jefferson City on the 25th day 
of January, 2023. 
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for Approval of a Subscription-Based 
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) 
) 
 

 
File No. EA-2022-0245 
      

ORDER DENYING REQUEST FOR PROTECTIVE ORDER 
 
Issue Date:  January 25, 2023 Effective Date:  January 25, 2023 
 

On January 6, 2023, the Staff of the Commission (Staff) filed its objections to Union 

Electric Company d/b/a Ameren Missouri’s (Ameren) Data Request 1.1. As part of its 

pleading, Staff requested the Commission issue a “protective order that Staff not be 

required to answer or respond to Ameren Missouri’s data request.”1 No response to Staff’s 

request has been filed. 

The Commission’s rule regarding data requests is 20 CSR 4240-2.090(2). 

Subsection (D) of that rule provides that if a party that receives a data request objects to 

that data request, it is to serve its objections on the requesting party. The rule does not 

require that the objection be filed in the Commission’s case file. Unless the requesting 

party decides to file a motion to compel responses to the objected to data request, neither 

the data request, nor the objections will come to the attention of the Commission in the 

case. If a motion to compel is filed, the data request and objections could be put before 

the Commission for resolution at that time. The Commission also has a rule regarding the 

                                             
1 Staff’s Objections to Ameren’s First Set of Data Requests to Staff, (filed January 6, 2023), p. 1. 
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informal discovery dispute resolution process 20 CSR 4240-2.090(8) which must be 

followed before any written discovery motion is filed.     

 The Commission also has a rule regarding protecting confidential information— 

20 CSR 4240-2.135. Section (3) of that rule sets out the procedure for requesting a 

protective order, Section (4) sets out the procedure for getting greater than “confidential” 

protection for information, and Section (5) sets out the procedure for the responding party 

to designate data request responses as “confidential” without the need for a Commission 

order.  

 Although Staff used the term “protective order,” Staff is requesting a Commission 

order stating that it does not have to “answer or respond” the data request. Staff’s request 

is premature. Ameren Missouri has made a data request and Staff has answered with 

objections to that request. Ameren Missouri has not taken any action as set out in 20 CSR 

4240-2.090(8) to compel Staff to answer. Thus, the Commission will not preemptively rule 

that the information is protected. The Commission will deny Staff’s request as premature. 

THE COMMISSION ORDERS THAT: 

1. Staff’s request that the Commission issue a protective order is denied. 

2. This order shall be effective when issued. 

 
BY THE COMMISSION 

   
  
  
                                                                            Morris L. Woodruff 
                                                                            Secretary 
 
Rupp, Chm., Coleman, Holsman, and 
Kolkmeyer CC., concur. 
 
Dippell, Deputy Chief Regulatory Law Judge 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STATE OF MISSOURI 

OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
 

 
I have compared the preceding copy with the original on file in 

this office and I do hereby certify the same to be a true copy 

therefrom and the whole thereof. 

WITNESS my hand and seal of the Public Service Commission, 

at Jefferson City, Missouri, this 25th day of January, 2023.  

 

 

_____________________________ 
      Morris L. Woodruff 

Secretary 
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Missouri Public Service 
Commission 
Staff Counsel Department 
200 Madison Street, Suite 800 
P.O. Box 360 
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
staffcounselservice@psc.mo.gov 

Office of the Public Counsel 
Marc Poston 
200 Madison Street, Suite 650 
P.O. Box 2230 
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
opcservice@opc.mo.gov 

Missouri Industrial Energy 
Consumers (MIEC) 
Diana M Plescia 
130 S. Bemiston, Suite 200 
St. Louis, MO 63105 
dplescia@chgolaw.com 

  
  

Missouri Public Service 
Commission 
Paul Graham 
200 Madison Street, Suite 800 
P.O. Box 360 
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
Paul.Graham@psc.mo.gov 

Renew Missouri 
Alissa Greenwald 
P.O. Box 413071 
Kansas City, MO 64141 
alissa@renewmo.org 

Renew Missouri 
Andrew J Linhares 
3115 South Grand Blvd 
Suite 600 
St. Louis, MO 63118 
Andrew@renewmo.org 

  
  

Sierra Club 
Bruce A Morrison 
319 North Fourth Street 
Suite 800 
St. Louis, MO 63102 
bamorrison@greatriverslaw.org 

Sierra Club 
Ethan Thompson 
319 N. Fourth St. Suite 800 
St. Louis, MO 63102 
ethompson@greatriverslaw.org 

Union Electric Company 
Jermaine Grubbs 
1901 Chouteau Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63103 
AmerenMOService@ameren.com 

  
  

Union Electric Company 
James B Lowery 
9020 S. Barry Road 
Columbia, MO 65203 
lowery@jbllawllc.com 

Union Electric Company 
Wendy Tatro 
1901 Chouteau Ave 
St. Louis, MO 63103-6149 
AmerenMOService@ameren.com 

Walmart, Inc. 
Tim Opitz 
308 E. High Street, Suite B101 
Jefferson City, MO 65101 
tim.opitz@opitzlawfirm.com 

 
 
 
 
 
Enclosed find a certified copy of an Order or Notice issued in the above-referenced matter(s). 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Morris L. Woodruff 
Secretary1 

                                                           
1  
Recipients listed above with a valid e-mail address will receive electronic service.  Recipients without a valid e-mail 
address will receive paper service. 
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