BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Application of Union Electric 
)

Company d/b/a AmerenUE for an Order 
)

Authorizing the Issue and Sale of Up to  
)
Case No. EF-2003-0514
$1,500,000,000 Aggregate Principal Amount 
)


of Additional Long-Term Indebtedness 
)

ORDER GRANTING MOTION FOR EXPEDITED TREATMENT AND ESTABLISHING TIME FOR FILING OF RECOMMENDATION

On May 22, 2003, Union Electric Company d/b/a AmerenUE filed an Application for authority to issue and sell up to $1,500,000,000 aggregate principal amount of additional long-term indebtedness.  Along with its Application, AmerenUE filed a Motion for Expedited Treatment.  AmerenUE indicates that it wishes to act quickly to take advantage of favorable market conditions for refinancing its existing debt.  For that reason, AmerenUE asks the Comission to approve its Application no later than June 19, 2003.  

On May 27, the Commission ordered its Staff to respond to AmerenUE’s Motion for Expedited Treatment no later than May 30.  That order also provided that any other party wishing to respond to AmerenUE’s Motion must do so not later than May 30.  Staff filed its response on May 30.  No other party responded.

Staff states that it has discussed this matter with AmerenUE and indicates that AmerenUE has agreed to expeditiously provide Staff with additional information about its application.   Staff says that if AmerenUE is able to answer its questions as quickly as expected, Staff will be able to provide a recommendation to the Commission by June 13, soon enough to allow the Commission to act by June 19.  However, Staff indicates that its recommendation may be delayed if AmerenUE’s responses to Staff’s questions are delayed. 

After considering Staff’s response, the Commission will grant AmerenUE’s Motion for Expedited Treatment and will direct its Staff to file a recommendation no later than June 13.  If Staff discovers that it cannot file a recommendation by June 13, it shall promptly file a pleading informing the Commission of the reason for the delay and indicating when a recommendation will be filed.  Any other party that wishes to file a recommendation regarding AmerenUE’s Application must also do so no later than June 13. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That the Motion for Expedited Treatment filed by Union Electric Company d/b/a AmerenUE is granted.

2. That the Staff of the Public Service Commission shall file a recommendation regarding the Application of Union Electric Company d/b/a AmerenUE no later than June 13, 2003.

3. That any other party wishing to file a recommendation regarding the Application of Union Electric Company d/b/a AmerenUE shall do so no later than June 13, 2003.

4.
That this order shall become effective on June 12, 2003.
BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

(S E A L)

Morris L. Woodruff, Senior Regulatory 

Law Judge, by delegation of authority 

pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 2nd day of June, 2003.
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