BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the matter of the Application by Aquila, Inc. for
)

authority to assign, transfer, mortgage or encumber
)
Case No. EF-2003-0465

its franchise, works or system.



)

PUBLIC COUNSEL’S RESPONSE TO APPLICANT’S

FIRST REQUEST FOR ADMISSIONS


1.
Please admit that in the event that the Commission grants the relief requested by Aquila in its Application filed in this case Aquila will not be authorized by such an order to make any changes in the rate schedules for regulated electric, natural gas or steam service on file with and approved by the Missouri Public Service Commission in either the Aquila Networks-MPS or Aquila Networks-L&P service territories.


Response:

Public Counsel does not possess enough information to admit or deny this request.  At this juncture in the proceeding, Public Counsel has absolutely no way of ascertaining what the Commission will or will not order in this proceeding.  Therefore, Public Counsel denies RFA No. 1.


2.
Please admit that in the event that the Missouri Public Service Commission grants the relief requested by Aquila in its Application, to include its Missouri works and system to the collateral pool to support the $430,000,000 Credit Agreement will not cause any immediate and direct deterioration in the quality of service provided to the public in the State of Missouri in the Aquila Networks-MPS and Aquila Networks-L&P service territories.

Response:


Public Counsel does not possess enough information to admit or deny this request.  The provision of service is wholly within the purview of Aquila’s management.  Public Counsel is aware that in the informal interviews Aquila witness Empson stated Aquila intended to provide safe and reliable service regardless of whether this Application is approved or not. (Transcript Informal Interview p. 590, l. 11-22).  Therefore, Public Counsel denies RFA No. 2.
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