
 

New Jersey is an Equal Opportunity Employer 

 
State of New Jersey 

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE LAW 
 

       PREHEARING ORDER 

       OAL DKT. NO. PUC 01166-15 

       AGENCY DKT. NO. WR15010035 

 

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF 

NEW JERSEY AMERICAN WATER COMPANY, INC., 

FOR APPROVAL OF INCREASED TARIFF RATES 

AND CHARGES FOR WATER AND SEWER SERVICE; 

CHANGE IN DEPRECIATION RATES 

AND OTHER TARIFF MODIFICATIONS. 
_________________________________________ 

 

On February 25, 2015, a telephone prehearing conference was held in this case 

and the following procedures were settled: 

 

1. NATURE OF PROCEEDINGS AND ISSUES TO BE RESOLVED: 
 

 A. Nature of Proceedings 

 
 The New Jersey American Water Company, Inc. (American Water) 

petitions the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities to increase its tariff rates 

and charges for water and sewer service, change its depreciation rates, 

and implement certain other tariff revisions. 
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 B. Issues to be Resolved 

 
Issues to be resolved will include those surrounding the rate base, 

operation and maintenance expenses, revenues, and capital structure.  

Issues may also include those surrounding the Distribution System and 

Improvement Program.  Any additional or more specific issues to be 

resolved have yet to be determined. 

 

2. PARTIES AND THEIR DESIGNATED ATTORNEYS OR REPRESENTATIVES: 
 

BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 
 
Mark Beyer*  
Office of the Economist 
Board of Public Utilities 
44 South Clinton Ave, 9th Fl. 
PO Box 350 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0350 
mark.beyer@bpu.state.nj.us 
 

 
 
Justin Cederberg* 
Board of Public Utilities 
44 South Clinton Ave, 9th Fl. 
PO Box 350 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0350 
justin.cederberg@bpu.state.nj.us 
 
 

Michael Kammer* 
Division of Water 
Board of Public Utilities 
44 South Clinton Ave, 9th Fl. 
PO Box 350 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0350 
mike.kammer@bpu.state.nj.us 
 

Jim Kane* 
Board of Public Utilities 
44 South Clinton Ave, 9th Fl. 
PO Box 350 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0350 
jim.kane@bpu.state.nj.us 
 

Matthew Koczur*   
Board of Public Utilities 
44 South Clinton Ave, 9th Fl. 
PO Box 350 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0350 
matthew.koczur@bpu.state.nj.us 
 

Dr. Son Lin Lai* 
Board of Public Utilities 
44 South Clinton Ave, 9th Fl. 
PO Box 350 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0350 
son-lin.lai@bpu.state.nj.us 
 

Magdy Mekhaeil 
Board of Public Utilities 
44 South Clinton Avenue, 9th Fl. 
PO Box 350 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0350 
magdy.mekhaeil@bpu.state.nj.us 
 

Maria Moran* 
Division of Water 
Board of Public Utilities 
44 South Clinton Ave, 9th Fl. 
PO Box 350 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0350 
maria.moran@bpu.state.nj.us 
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DIVISION OF LAW 
 
Carolyn McIntosh, DAG* 
Division of Law 
124 Halsey Street 
PO Box 45029 
Newark, NJ 07101 
carolyn.mcintosh@dol.lps.state.nj.us 

 
 
Alex Moreau, DAG* 
Division of Law 
124 Halsey Street 
PO Box 45029 
Newark, NJ 07101 
alex.moreau@dol.lps.state.nj.us 
 

Ruby Smith* 
Division of Law 
124 Halsey Street 
PO Box 45029 
Newark, NJ 07101 
ruby.smith@dol.lps.state.nj.us 
 

 

DIVISION OF RATE COUNSEL 
 
Stefanie A. Brand, Esq., Director*  
Division of Rate Counsel 
140 East Front Street, 4th Floor 
PO Box 003 
Trenton, NJ 08625 
sbrand@rpa.state.nj.us 
 
Susan E. McClure, Esq.* 
Division of Rate Counsel 
140 East Front Street, 4th Floor 
PO Box 003 
Trenton, NJ 08625 
smcclure@rpa.state.nj.us 
 

 
 
Christine Juarez, Esq.*  
Division of Rate Counsel 
140 East Front Street, 4th Floor 
PO Box 003 
Trenton, NJ 08625 
cjuarez@rpa.state.nj.us 
 
Debra F. Robinson, Esq.* 
Division of Rate Counsel 
140 East Front Street, 4th Floor 
PO Box 003 
Trenton, NJ 08625 
drobinso@rpa.state.nj.us 
 

  
NEW JERSEY AMERICAN WATER CO. 
 
Robert J. Brabston, Esq.* 
New Jersey American Water Company 
167 JFK Parkway 
Short Hills, NJ 07078-2975 
Robert.Brabston@amwater.com 
 

 
 
Dante DeStefano* 
New Jersey American Water  
1025 Laurel Oak Road 
Voorhees, NJ 08043 
Dante.destefano@amwater.com 
 

Ira G. Megdal, Esq.* 
Cozen O’Connor 
457 Haddonfield Road 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08002 
imegdal@cozen.com 
 

Stacy Mitchell, Esq.* 
Cozen O’Connor 
457 Haddonfield Road 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08002 
smitchell@cozen.com 
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Frank Simpson* 
Director of Rates & Regulations 
New Jersey American Water  
1025 Laurel Oak Road 
Voorhees, NJ 08043 
frank.simpson@amwater.com 
 

 

INTERVENORS 
 

HADDON TOWNSHIP 
 
Stuart A. Platt, Esq.  
Platt & Riso, P.C. 
40 Berlin Avenue 
Stratford, NJ 08084 
platt@prlawoffice.com 
 

 
 
 
 
Cheryl Lynn Walters, Esq. 
Platt & Riso, P.C. 
40 Berlin Avenue 
Stratford, NJ 08084 
cwalters@prlawoffice.com 
 

OPTIONAL INDUSTRIAL WHOLESALE 
GROUP (OIW) 
 
Rich Preiss  
Gabel Associates 
417 Denison Street 
Highland Park, NJ 08904 
richard.preiss@gabelassociates.com 
 

 
 
Bradford M. Stern, Esq. 
Law Offices of Bradford M. Stern LLC 
22 Lakeview Hollow 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08003 
brad@bmsternlaw.com 
 

 
MANASQUAN CUSTOMER GROUP 
 
James Laskey, Esq. 
Norris, McLaughlin & Marcus 
721 Route 202-206, Suite 200 
PO Box 5933 
Bridgewater, NJ 08807-5933 
jlaskey@nmmlaw.com  
 

 
MOUNT LAUREL TOWNSHIP 
MUNICIPAL UTILITIES AUTHORITY 
(MUA) 
 
Anthony R. Francioso, Esq. 
Fornaro Francioso LLC 
98 Franklin Corner Road 
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648 
afrancioso@fornarofrancioso.com 

MIDDLESEX WATER COMPANY 
 
Jay L. Kooper, Esq. 
Middlesex Water Company 
1500 Ronson Road 
Iselin, NJ 08830 
jkooper@middlesexwater.com 
 

 
 
A. Bruce O’Connor 
Middlesex Water Company 
1500 Ronson Road 
Iselin, NJ 08830 
aboconno@middlesexwater.com  
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Michele Tilley 
Middlesex Water Company 
1500 Ronson Road 
Iselin, NJ 08830 
mtilley@middlesexwater.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

3. SPECIAL LEGAL REQUIREMENTS AS TO NOTICE OF HEARING: 
 

 A form of notice of the public hearings has yet to be submitted by the parties. 

 

4. SCHEDULE OF HEARING DATES, TIME AND PLACE: 
 

Public hearings are scheduled for April 20-24, 2015, in Howell Township, Mt. 

Olive Township, Ocean City, and Westampton Township, NJ.  The dates, times, 

and places in those locales are to be determined.  Evidentiary hearings are 

scheduled for September 16-22, 2015, and September 24-25, 2015, beginning at 

9:00 a.m., at the Office of Administrative Law, 33 Washington Street, Newark, 

New Jersey 07102. 

 

5. STIPULATIONS: 
 

A set of stipulations for the evidentiary hearing has yet to be agreed upon by the 

parties. 

 

6. SETTLEMENT: 
 

 The parties are ordered to explore all settlement possibilities. 

 

7. AMENDMENTS TO PLEADINGS: 
 

 None. 
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8. DISCOVERY AND DATE FOR COMPLETION: 
 

The procedural schedule for discovery and pre-filed testimony was accepted by 

all the parties and submitted by American Water in a letter dated February 27, 

2015.  It is approved and attached by reference with one exception.  There will 

be no evidentiary hearing on September 23, 2015.  

 

9. ORDER OF PROOFS: 
 

The parties will develop a schedule for the presentation of witnesses on a topic-

by-topic basis. 

 

10. EXHIBITS MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION: 
 

 To be determined. 

 

11. EXHIBITS MARKED IN EVIDENCE BY CONSENT: 
 

 To be determined. 

 

12. ESTIMATED NUMBER OF FACT AND EXPERT WITNESSES: 
 

American Water estimates that it will call 16 witnesses; Rate Counsel estimates 

that it will call 7 witnesses; Haddon Township estimates that it will call 2 

witnesses; OIW estimates that it will call 1 or 2 witnesses; Manasquan Customer 

Group estimates that it will call 1 witness; and Middlesex Water estimates that it 

will call 1 witness. 

 

13. MOTIONS: 
 

Intervenor status was granted for Haddon Township, Manasquan Customers 

Group (Shorelands Water Company, Inc., Borough of Avon-by-the-Sea, Borough 
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of Belmar, Borough of Keyport, Borough of Lake Como, Borough of Matawan, 

and Borough of Red Bank), Middlesex Water Company, and OIG (Cogen 

Technologies Linden Venture, LP; Johanna Foods, Inc.; Phillips 66 Company; 

Princeton University; and Rutgers University); and Mount Laurel Township MUA. 

 

 

14. OTHER SPECIAL MATTERS: 
 

The test year is the twelve-month period ending on July 31, 2015. 

 

No change in designated counsel shall be made without leave of this tribunal if 

such change will interfere with the date for hearing. 

 

 This order may be reviewed by the Board of Public Utilities upon interlocutory 

review under N.J.A.C. 1:1-14.10 or at the end of the contested case under N.J.A.C. 1:1-

18.6. 

 

 

March 9, 2015_________    _____________________________ 

DATE       BARRY E. MOSCOWITZ, ALJ 

dr 
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