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REPORT 


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) and for its Report, respectfully states as follows:

1.
On October 8, 2004 the Commission issued its Order Directing Filing (Order) requiring Staff to investigate an assertion by Mr. William Steinmeier, counsel for ConnectAmerica, Inc. (CAI), that the company is defunct.

2.
Staff counsel discussed this situation with Mr. Ben Bronston, counsel for ConnectAmerica, Inc., of the law firm of Nowalsky, Bronston and Gothard, 3500 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite 1443, Metairie, LA  70002.
 Mr. Bronston stated that Network US, Inc. d/b/a CA Affinity seized the assets of CAI on or about July 8, 2004 and confirmed that CAI was indeed defunct.  Mr. Bronston also represents Network US, Inc. d/b/a CA Affinity.  Mr. Bronston stated that he was unaware of any Missouri CAI customers but that if there were any, they would have been switched over to CA Affinity.   Staff has no customer complaints from CAI or CA Affinity.

3.
Staff’s calls to the CAI regulatory compliance manager who submitted the 2003 annual report have gone unreturned.  Of two CAI telephone numbers that were listed on the 2003 annual report, a pre-recorded message plays the following greeting “ Welcome to Network US, providing telecom service to CA Affinity, Motion Telecom and Network US”.  Staff is unable to reach any current or former CAI company contacts. Because Network US, Inc, Motion Telecom, Inc., and CA Affinity are Missouri-certificated interexchange telecommunications service providers, Staff believes that no former CAI customers were left without service alternatives.  CAI owes no assessments or annual reports.

4.
Furthermore, according to a September 15, 2004 order entered by the Vermont Public Service Board, Docket No. 6989, which approved the sale of assets of CAI, “Pursuant to a Uniform Commercial Code Foreclosure sale, [Network] acquired all of the assets of Connect [CAI]”.  


WHEREFORE, in light of the above information, the Staff renews the prayer of its July 7, 2003 amended motion to cancel the certificate of service authority and accompanying tariff, to wit, “…that the Commission issue an order…canceling ConnectAmerica’s certificate and PSC MO No. 1 tariff…”, and close this case.
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� On September 29, 2003, Connect America, Inc. filed a Motion For Extension of Time through its attorneys, Mr. William D. Steinmeier and Ms. EllenAnn Sands of Nowalsky, Bronston & Gothard, APLLC, 3500 North Causeway Boulevard, Suite 1442, Metairie, LA  70002.
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