BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

Ozark Border Electric Cooperative,
)







)



Complainant,

)







)


v.





)  
Case No. EC-2003-0452







)

City of Poplar Bluff,



)







)



Respondent.

)

ORDER DIRECTING STATUS REPORT
On April 21, 2003, Ozark Border Electric Cooperative filed a complaint against the City of Poplar Bluff.  On May 12, Poplar Bluff filed a request that the Commission refer the case to a neutral third party mediator.  On June 2, 2003, Complainant agreed to mediation, and on June 9, the Commission referred this matter to mediation. 

As directed, the parties filed monthly status reports on July 9, August 8, and September 9, all of which reported progress in the resolution of the dispute.  But on October 9, instead of a status report, Respondent Poplar Bluff filed an answer to the complaint.  In its answer, Respondent prays that the Commission dismiss the complaint.
 

Although ordered to file monthly status reports, the parties have not filed one since September.  The Commission will therefore direct the parties to file a report on the status of the mediation process. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1.
That the parties shall jointly report the status of the mediation in writing to the Commission on or before November 19, 2003.

2.
That this order shall become effective on November 12, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION
Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Lewis Mills, Deputy Chief Regulatory 

Law Judge, by delegation of authority

pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 12th day of November, 2003. 

� From the fact that Respondent filed this pleading, one could perhaps infer that the mediation process has broken down, but neither party has explicitly informed the Commission that it has.
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