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BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI 

In the Matter of Union Electric Company 

d/b/a Ameren Missouri's Request for a 

Waiver of Meter Testing Requirements in 

Anticipation of Automated Metering 

Infrastructure Deployment Beginning in 

2020. 

) 

) 

) File No. EE-2019-0383 

) 

)

APPLICATION AND REQUEST FOR VARIANCE 

COMES NOW Union Electric Company d/b/a Ameren Missouri ("Ameren Missouri" or 

"Company"), a Missouri corporation, and pursuant to 4 CSR 240-2.060, submits this Application 

and Request for Variance ("Application") from 4 CSR 240-10.030(28) to give the Company 

authority to revise its Sample Meter Testing Plan in light of the scheduled deployment of Advanced 

Metering Infrastructure ("AMI") beginning in 2020 and scheduled for completion in 2025.  In 

support of its request, Ameren Missouri states as follows:   

INTRODUCTION 

1. As part of its Smart Energy Plan, Ameren Missouri is implementing various "smart"

technologies, including AMI.  Ameren Missouri will replace its current electric meters and gas 

modules with AMI meters/modules over a five-year time period, from 2020-2025.  AMI meters 

will provide the utility with more timely and granular data regarding customer usage patterns, and 

will allow two-way communications between the Company and the meter.  These capabilities 

provide advantages to both the Company and the Customer such as the ability to offer and analyze 

more complex rates and rate structures, and provide insights in customer usage in different and 

dynamic new ways, and enable greater utilization of smart devices (thermostats, electric vehicle 

chargers, appliances, etc.) within the home.  AMI will also improve, among other things, outage 

detection and notification, voltage monitoring capabilities, remote connections and 

disconnections, meter data integrity, revenue protection through detection of theft of service.  
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2.  While Ameren Missouri is not requesting expedited treatment of this request, a 

decision by October 31, 2019 will enable the Company to make timely adjustments to, and 

thereafter appropriately and efficiently comply with, both 4 CSR 240-10.030(18) generally and 

the Company's "Technical Description of Proposed Method for the Sample Testing of In-service 

Meters" ("Sample Meter Testing Plan") previously approved by the Commission.     

3.  On August 26, 1974, in Case No. 18,172, Union Electric Company1 filed a request 

for a variance from the Commission's rules regarding the testing of electric service watt-hour 

meters.2  At that time, the rules required testing induction type watt-hour meters not exceeding 50 

amperes be tested either every 96 months (if manufactured after 1927 but before 1937) or every 

240 months (if manufactured after 1937). The Commission approved that variance request, which 

included a Sample Meter Testing Plan, on March 27, 1975.  That order is attached hereto as 

Schedule 1.3    

4. On March 30, 2001, Union Electric Company d/b/a AmerenUE4 requested approval 

to change its Sample Meter Testing Plan.5  Specifically, the Company requested that its Sample 

Meter Testing Plan reflect the American National Standard Institute Sampling Procedures and 

Tables for Inspection by Attributes and by Variables ("ANSI Standards"), a modernization of the 

previously adopted standards.  The Commission granted this variance on September 11, 2001, 

which is attached hereto as Schedule 2.6   

5.  On July 3, 2012, in File No. EE-2013-0009, Ameren Missouri requested an 

extension of its variance from 4 CSR 240-10.030(28) to include two-phase, three-wire, 120/208V 

                                                           
1 As Ameren Missouri was formerly known. 
2 At that time, the requirements were set forth in Rule 32 of the Commission's General Order No. 20. 
3 The Company is providing a copy of the order since it is old enough, it is not directly accessible via EFIS. 
4 As Ameren Missouri was formerly known. 
5 At that time, the required testing schedules had been incorporated into 4 CSR 240-10.030(28), where they reside 

today. 
6 The Company is providing a copy of the order since it is old enough, it is not directly accessible via EFIS. 
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meters ("network meters") used primarily for apartment complexes and similar buildings in order 

to provide single phase service for residential customers.  The Commission granted this request on 

August 15, 2012.  

6. In light of AMI deployment, continued testing of meters that are scheduled for 

retirement and replacement by 2025 represents an inefficient use of both time and resources.  

Accordingly, Ameren Missouri submits this Application and requests a variance to the extent 

necessary to suspend testing under the Sample Meter Testing Plan, which has been authorized via 

Commission orders granting variances from certain requirements of 4 CSR 240-10.030(28), from 

2020 through 2025, when AMI deployment is complete.7    

7. This Application has been divided into the following sections: 

I. 4 CSR 240-2.060(1), (A) through (M) 

II. 4 CSR 240-2.060(4) 

I. 4 CSR 240-2.060(1), (A) through (M) 

 Paragraph (A) – Applicant 

 8. The Company is a Missouri corporation doing business under the fictitious name of 

Ameren Missouri, organized and existing under the laws of the State of Missouri, in good standing 

in all respects, with its principal office and place of business located at One Ameren Plaza, 1901 

Chouteau Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63103. The Company is engaged in providing electric and 

gas utility services in portions of Missouri as a public utility under the jurisdiction of the 

Commission.  The Company is a subsidiary of Ameren Corporation.   

                                                           
7 Ameren Missouri is only asking to suspend activities under the Sample Meter Testing Plan from 2020 to 2025; the 

Company will continue to perform periodic testing required at 240 month intervals. 
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Paragraph (B) – Articles of Incorporation; Paragraph (E) – Fictitious Name; 

Paragraph (G) – Information Previously Submitted; Paragraph (H) – Character of 

Business8   

 9. Company previously submitted to the Commission a certified copy of its Articles of 

Incorporation (See Case No. EA-87-105).  Company previously submitted its Fictitious Name 

Registrations as filed with the Missouri Secretary of State’s Office in File No. EA-2019-0181. 

Company attached a copy of its Certificate of Corporate Good Standing as Schedule 3 to this 

pleading. These documents are incorporated by reference and made a part of this Application for 

all purposes.     

 Paragraph I – Correspondence and Communication 

10. Correspondence and Communication -- Correspondence, communications, orders 

and decisions in regard to this Application should be directed to the undersigned and to: 

 Thomas M. Byrne 

 Senior Director, Regulatory Affairs 

1901 Chouteau Avenue, MC-1450 

P.O. Box 66149, MC-1450 

St. Louis, Missouri 63101-6149 

(314) 554-2514 (Telephone) 

tbyrne@ameren.com 

 

 Paragraph (K) – Actions, Judgments, and Decisions; Paragraph (L) – Fees9 

 11.  Ameren Missouri has no final unsatisfied judgments or decisions against it from any 

state or federal agency or court that involve customer service or rates that have occurred within 

three years of the date of this Application. By the nature of its business, the Company has, from 

time-to-time, pending actions in state and federal agencies and courts involving customer service 

or rates. Company has no annual report or assessment fees overdue to this Commission. 

                                                           
8 Paragraphs (C), (D), and (F) do not apply to Ameren Missouri. 
9 Paragraph (J) does not apply to Ameren Missouri. 

mailto:tbyrne@ameren.com
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Paragraph (M) – Affidavit 

 12. An affidavit in support of this Application by an authorized individual is included 

as Schedule 4.   

II. 4 CSR 240-2.060(4) 

13.  4 CSR 240-2.060(4) states that, in addition to other application requirements: 

[A]pplications for variances or waivers from commission rules and tariff 

provisions, as well as those statutory provisions which may be waived, shall contain 

information as follows: 

(A) Specific indication of the statute, rule, or tariff from which the variance 

or waiver is sought; 

(B) The reasons for the proposed variance or waiver and a complete 

justification setting out the good cause for granting the variance or waiver; and 

(C) The name of any public utility affected by the variance or waiver. 

14. Ameren Missouri is requesting a variance, for the time period of 2020 through 

2025, from its Sample Meter Testing Program, which has been authorized and refined via the 

Commission orders issued in Case No. 18,172, Case No. EO-2001-0521, and File No. 2013-0009, 

which are referenced and described above.  

15. Ameren Missouri will deploy AMI metering for electric customers from 2020 

through 2025,10 beginning in July 2020, and continuing until AMI metering has been installed for 

all of the Company's electric customers, except for those choosing to decline AMI metering. 

Specifically, the Company anticipates AMI deployment consistent with the following timetable: 

Meter Deployment 

Schedule (% Complete) 

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

10% 29% 47% 65% 83% 100% 

16.  Ameren Missouri has over 1 million electric meters that it plans to replace 

between 2020 and 2025. Rather than continue the sample testing, Ameren Missouri requests a 

                                                           
10 Beginning in 2024, Ameren Missouri will begin changing the automatic meter reading ("AMR") modules attached 

to gas meters with AMI gas modules. 
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variance in order to suspend testing under the Sample Meter Testing Plan from 2020 until AMI 

deployment is completed in 2025. Regardless of the requested variance from the Sample Meter 

Testing Plan, Ameren Missouri will continue to: 

 Ensure no meter goes beyond 20 years (240 months) before removal and 

replacement with an AMI meter; and,  

 Test large customer periodic meters for the largest customers (i.e., those in Ameren 

Missouri's periodic testing groups 3 and 5). 

17.  Even with the requested variance, any sample that would possibly fail in 2020 

or any year up to and including 2025 would have the meter population changed out within four 

years.  Without the grant of a variance, the Company will continue to test sample meter sets 

on the schedule required by the Sample Meter Testing Plan.  Granting the requested variance 

will result in the following number of meters tested per year: 

Sample and Periodic Meter Estimates if Requested Variance Granted 

Year 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

Group 3, 5 

Periodics 

336 230 198 225 275 320 

Other 

Periodics 

436 167 0 0 0 0 

Samples 1300 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 2,072 397 198 225 275 320 

18.  Ameren Missouri can conserve resources that can be dedicated to other purposes 

if it suspends sample meter testing pending the full deployment of AMI metering. At that point, 

implementation of the Sample Meter Testing Plan can be reinstated. Accordingly, Ameren 

Missouri requests permission to suspend testing as required under the Sample Meter Testing Plan 

until AMI has been fully deployed to avoid unnecessary and redundant testing of assets scheduled 
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for replacement.11 Good cause exists for granting this variance because doing so will allow Ameren 

Missouri to conserve and/or reallocate money and resources that would otherwise be expended on 

assets that will be replaced within the next six years; this measure will benefit both the utility and 

its customers.12  No other public utility will be affected by this requested variance.13   

  WHEREFORE, Ameren Missouri respectfully requests that the Commission grant the 

requested variance, which would allow the Company to suspend sample meter set testing pursuant 

to its Sample Meter Testing Plan from 2020 through 2025, until AMI metering has been fully 

deployed, at which point testing pursuant to the Sample Meter Testing Plan can recommence.     

 

Respectfully submitted, 

    

 /s/ Paula N. Johnson                

Paula N. Johnson, #68963  

Senior Corporate Counsel  

Ameren Missouri    

1901 Chouteau Avenue   

St. Louis, MO 63103    

Phone: (314) 554-3533   

Fax: (314) 554-4014 

AmerenMOService@ameren.com   

 

ATTORNEY FOR UNION ELECTRIC 

COMPANY, d/b/a AMEREN MISSOURI 

  

                                                           
11 4 CSR 240-2.060(4)(B). 
12 4 CSR 240-2.060(4)(B). 
13 4 CSR 240-2.060(4)(C). 

 

 

    

mailto:AmerenMOService@ameren.com
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
The undersigned hereby certifies that a true and correct copy of the foregoing was served 

on the Staff of the Commission and the Office of the Public Counsel on this via electronic mail 

(e-mail) on this 21st day of August, 2019.  

 

/s/ Paula N. Johnson    

Paula Johnson 
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