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PUBLIC COUNSEL’S POSITIONS 

 
The Office of Public Counsel’s positions on the issues follow: 

A. Does the evidence establish that the 150 megawatt (“MW”) solar generation facility to be 
constructed in White County, Illinois (the "Boomtown Solar Project" or "Project") for which 
Ameren Missouri is seeking a certificate of convenience and necessity (“CCN”) necessary or 
convenient for the public service? 
 
Public Counsel’s Position:  No.  The Boomtown Solar Project is not an improvement that 
justifies what it will cost Ameren Missouri’s retail customers as a whole. 
 

1. Should the Commission find that the Project satisfies the first Tartan Factor of need?  

Public Counsel’s Position:  No.  Ameren Missouri’s retail customers need firm, reliably 
dispatchable generating capacity to serve them.  If a subset of Ameren Missouri’s retail 
customers who desire electricity from renewable generating resources bear all of the risks of 
operational (including infirm dispatchability) and adverse economic impacts of Ameren 
Missouri’s Boomtown Solar Project on its retail customers and completely insulate Ameren 
Missouri’s other retail customers from those impacts, then the factor of need might be satisfied. 

2. Should the Commission find that the Project satisfies the second Tartan Factor of 
economic feasibility? 

Public Counsel’s Position:  No.  The evidence does not show that the Boomtown Solar Project 
will generate more revenues (energy and capacity market revenues) and avoid more costs than 
the costs Ameren Missouri’s retail customers will incur (capital, reliability, power quality, and 
operations and maintenance) if Ameren Missouri builds it. 

3. Should the Commission find that the Project satisfies the third Tartan Factor of ability 
to finance? 

Public Counsel’s Position:  Only if the evidence supports that finding. 
 

4. Should the Commission find that the Project satisfies the fourth Tartan Factor of 
qualified to construct?  

Public Counsel’s Position:  Only if the evidence supports that finding. 
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5. Should the Commission find that the Project is in the public interest and satisfies the 
fifth Tartan Factor?  

Public Counsel’s Position:  No. Ameren Missouri’s retail customers need firm, reliably 
dispatchable generating capacity to serve them.  Further, the evidence does not show that the 
Boomtown Solar Project will generate more revenues (energy and capacity market revenues) and 
avoid more costs than the costs Ameren Missouri’s retail customers will incur (capital, 
reliability, power quality, and operations and maintenance) if Ameren Missouri builds it. 

B. If the Commission grants the CCN for the Boomtown Solar Project, what conditions, if any, 
should the Commission impose on the CCN?  

Public Counsel’s Position:  Implementation of each of the following: 

• Proper utility-scale solar conservation habitat practices; 
• Appropriate storm water run-off management plans; 
• That solar panel selections were not sourced from Chinese forced Uyghur labor 

camps; and 
• Plans over end-of-life solar panel waste management considerations. 

C. Is this an appropriate proceeding for the Commission to review Ameren Missouri’s 
Renewable Solutions Program?  

Public Counsel’s Position:  No.  Proper pricing of this service based on Ameren Missouri’s 
2021 class cost-of-service data is questionable.  Ameren Missouri’s pending general rate is a 
superior venue for evaluating the adequacy of class cost-of-service data for evaluating Ameren 
Missouri’s Renewable Solutions Program. 
 

1. If so, should the Commission approve the Renewable Solutions Program proposed by 
Ameren Missouri in accordance with its authority to approve utility programs and tariffs?  

 
Public Counsel’s Position:  No, it does not include an appropriate 50/50 risk sharing between 
Ameren Missouri and its retail customers. 

 
D. If the Commission approves the Renewable Solutions Program proposed by Ameren 
Missouri, what, if any, conditions should the Commission impose on such approval?  
 
Public Counsel’s Position:  Any approval should be conditioned on including a 50/50 risk 
sharing between Ameren Missouri and its retail customers of any shortfall in revenues 
attributable to the Boomtown Solar Project and the cost of that project in Ameren Missouri’s 
revenue requirement and fuel adjustment clause. 
 

Respectfully, 

 /s/ Nathan Williams   
Nathan Williams 
Chief Deputy Public Counsel  
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Missouri Bar No. 35512  
 
Office of the Public Counsel 
Post Office Box 2230 
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
(573) 526-4975 (Voice) 
(573) 751-5562 (FAX) 
Nathan.Williams@ded.mo.gov 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing have been mailed, hand-delivered, transmitted by 
facsimile or electronically mailed to all counsel of record this 27th day of January 2023. 
 

/s/ Nathan Williams 
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