Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the matter of The Empire District Electric Company Transferring Functional Control over Transmission Facilities of the Midwest Independent Transmission System Operator Inc.
	))))

)
	Case No. EO-2003-0015


STAFF REQUEST FOR LEAVE TO LATE-FILE STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Comes now the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) and hereby requests leave to late-file the Staff Response To Commission Order Directing Filing Of Staff Recommendation.   In support thereof, the Staff states as follows: 

1.
On December 10, 2002, the Missouri Public Service Commission (Commission) issued an Order Directing Filing Of Staff Recommendation, which directed the Staff to file its memorandum and recommendation no later than January 9, 2003.  Due to the press of other Commission business and the fact that the member of the Staff submitting the Staff recommendation was out of the office attending meetings at the offices of the Midwest Independent Transmission System Operator, Inc. (Midwest ISO), the Staff was not able to timely respond to the Commission’s December 10, 2002 order.  

2.
Staff counsel apologizes for any inconvenience that this late filing has caused or may cause, the Commission, the Regulatory Law Judge or the parties.  Staff does not believe that this late filing has prejudiced any party or that it will unduly delay these proceedings.

Wherefore the Staff requests leave of the Commission to late-file the Staff Response To Commission Order Directing Filing Of Staff Recommendation.
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Certificate of Service

I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing have been mailed, hand-delivered, transmitted by facsimile or e-mailed to all counsel of record this 10th day of January 2003.
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