Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	Deborah L. Lollar, 


Complainant,


v.


AmerenUE,


Respondent.


	)))))))))
	Case No. EC-2004-0598

	
	
	


Staff Motion To Reschedule Hearing, 

And Motion For Expedited Treatment


COMES NOW the Staff (“Staff”) of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Commission”), and respectfully states as follows:

1.
On June 7, 2004, Deborah L. Lollar filed a formal complaint against Union Electric Company, d/b/a AmerenUE (“AmerenUE” or “Company”) alleging that AmerenUE permitted power surges on the power lines serving her home, causing various appliances to be damaged or destroyed.

 2.
On July 6, 2004, AmerenUE filed its Answer together with a Motion To Dismiss on the ground that the Company is not responsible for damage to Ms. Lollar’s appliances and that the Commission lacks jurisdiction to provide the requested relief.  

3.
On July 23, 2004, the Staff filed a Report of its investigation indicating that it was unable to determine that AmerenUE had violated any tariff provision related to the subject of Ms. Lollar’s Complaint. 

4.
On August 5, 2004, the Commission issued an Order denying AmerenUE’s Motion To Dismiss and instead setting an evidentiary hearing for August 18, 2004.  In pertinent part, the Order stated:  “The Commission’s Staff will participate as a party and present the results of its investigation.”   The Staff would note that Mr. Alan Bax, the individual who performed the Staff’s investigation, will be away on active military duty for the weeks of August 16 and August 23, and will therefore be unavailable for an evidentiary hearing on August 18.  Mr. Bax expects to return to work on August 30, 2004.  Accordingly, the Staff believes that it is appropriate to reschedule the evidentiary hearing for a later date.  

5.
Because of the short time period before the currently scheduled hearing date, the Staff believes that expedited treatment of its request is warranted, and hereby requests, pursuant to 4 CSR 240-2.080(16), that the Commission issue an Order granting the Staff’s request to reschedule the hearing by August 13, 2004.  The Staff is filing this request promptly upon learning of the scheduling conflict.  No harm will come to the public if the Commission acts by that date.  

    WHEREFORE, the Staff respectfully moves that the Commission issue an Order rescheduling the evidentiary hearing for some time after August 27, 2004, and further moves that the Commission do so by August 13, 2004.
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