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BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI 
 

 
In the Matter of the 2011 Resource Plan   ) Case No. EE-2011-0032 
of Kansas City Power & Light Company  ) 
 

 
PUBLIC COUNSEL’S RESPONSE IN OPPOSITION TO KANSAS CITY POWER & 

LIGHT COMPANY'S RENEWED APPLICATION FOR WAIVER AND 
ALTERNATIVE REQUEST FOR HEARING 

 
 

COMES NOW the Office of the Public Counsel for its Response in Opposition to Kansas 

City Power & Light Company's Renewed Application for Waiver and Alternative Request for 

Hearing states as follows: 

1.  On September 7, 2010, Public Counsel filed its first response in opposition to 

Kansas City Power & Light Company's application for waiver.  In that response, Public Counsel 

noted that KCPL has abandoned its Preferred Resource Plan identified in KCPL’s last IRP filing.  

Public Counsel also noted the apparently haphazard state of KCPL’s resource planning at the 

current time, with the 2008 wind resource being deferred several times, followed by a frantic 

attempt to obtain expedited approval to sell certain turbines, which was followed in turn by a 

frantic (but perhaps successful) attempt to quickly put those same turbines into service.  At the 

same time, KCPL appears to be scaling back on its Demand Side Management efforts.  None of 

these factors have eased since Public Counsel’s initial response in opposition to KCPL’s request 

to delay the filing of its next IRP, and Public Counsel continues to oppose the request. 

2. In addition, since Public Counsel’s initial response in opposition, another factor 

has arisen which makes delaying another IRP even more suspect.  KCPL has informed the 

Kansas Corporation Commission that KCPL intends to expend a staggering amount money in 
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retrofits to the La Cygne generating station.1   The analysis that KCPL has provided to Public 

Counsel in support of its decision to quickly move forward with these retrofits is cursory and 

unconvincing.  Based upon the information received to date, Public Counsel does not believe that 

KCPL would be prudent to proceed with the planned La Cygne retrofits without substantial 

additional analysis.  The La Cygne coal units are 33 and 37 years old, and the proposed retrofits 

– despite the huge sums budgeted – would address only a selective few of the possible upgrades 

which might be necessary to keep the units operating in the future.  

3. KCPL, in contrast to its Preferred Resource Plan, has decided to curtail spending 

on energy efficiency while at the same time pressing forward with supply-side expenditures.  In 

the 1990s and the early years of the new millennium, the Commission and Missouri’s electric 

utilities had the luxury of time to consider resource plans because the utilities planned relatively 

few significant resource expenditures.  KCPL in particular no longer fits that paradigm.  KCPL 

has been, and apparently intends to continue, spending huge amounts on supply-side 

infrastructure.  The fact that KCPL has abandoned its Preferred Resource Plan, sees no urgency 

in presenting a new resource plan to the Commission, and intends to continue to investing 

heavily in old coal plants while giving short shrift to energy efficiency causes grave concern to 

Public Counsel and should gravely concern the Commission as well. 

4. For the reasons stated herein and in Public Counsel's September 7 filing, Public 

Counsel opposes KCPL's request for extension and urges the Commission to deny it.  The issues 

that KCPL alleges in support of its request (the possibility of two filings in a relatively short time 

and the possibility that it might seek to file a joint plan with KCPL-GMO) can both be resolved 

                                                            
1  See Attachment 1, public version of the September 30, 2010 KCC letter.  KCPL has 
designated its budgeted amount for the La Cygne retrofits as Highly Confidential. 
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without putting off KCPL's November 2011 filing.  For example, KCPL’s concern over the 

possibility of having to file two IRPs in a relatively short time could be solved by delaying the 

proposed April 2012 filing or by accelerating the November 2011 filing, or both.  KCPL's notion 

of a combined KCPL and KCPL-GMO filing still appears to be more of a vague amorphous 

desire rather than an actual plan, and it should not be a basis for delaying a much-needed new 

IRP. 

5. In the alternative, should the Commission desire to take evidence on the issue of 

whether an extension is in the public interest, Public Counsel requests that the Commission 

schedule an evidentiary hearing. 

WHEREFORE, Public Counsel respectfully requests that the Commission deny KCPL's 

request for waiver, or in the alternative, requests that the Commission schedule an evidentiary 

hearing on the issue.  

Respectfully submitted, 

      OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC COUNSEL 

       /s/ Lewis R. Mills, Jr. 

      By:____________________________ 
       Lewis R. Mills, Jr.    (#35275) 
       Public Counsel 

P O Box 2230 
Jefferson City, MO  65102 
(573) 751-1304 
(573) 751-5562 FAX 

      lewis.mills@ded.mo.gov 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing has been emailed to parties of record this 30th day of 
November 2010. 
 
General Counsel Office  
Missouri Public Service Commission  
200 Madison Street, Suite 800  
P.O. Box 360  
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
GenCounsel@psc.mo.gov 

 McClowry Meghan  
Missouri Public Service Commission  
200 Madison Street, Suite 800  
P.O. Box 360  
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
Meghan.McClowry@psc.mo.gov 

  
Lumley J Carl  
Dogwood Energy, LLC  
130 S. Bemiston, Ste 200  
St. Louis, MO 63105 
clumley@lawfirmemail.com 

 Fischer M James  
Kansas City Power & Light Company  
101 Madison Street, Suite 400  
Jefferson City, MO 65101 
jfischerpc@aol.com 

  
Steiner W Roger  
Kansas City Power & Light Company  
1200 Main Street, 16th Floor  
P.O. Box 418679  
Kansas City, MO 64105-9679 
roger.steiner@kcpl.com 

 Mangelsdorf B Sarah  
Missouri Department of Natural Resources  
207 West High St.  
P.O. Box 899  
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
sarah.mangelsdorf@ago.mo.gov 

 
 
     
 
  
 
       /s/ Lewis R. Mills, Jr. 
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