Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of the Investigation into the Earnings of Cass County Telephone Company.
	)))
	Case No.  IR-2004-0354

	
	
	


Motion to Extend Filing Date


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Staff”) and for its Motion to Extend Filing Date states as follows:


1.
On February 5, 2004, the Staff filed a motion to open a case regarding the earnings of Cass County Telephone Company (“Cass County”).  At the same time, the Staff filed a Stipulation and Agreement signed by counsel for Staff, Cass County, and the Office of the Public Counsel.  The Stipulation and Agreement seeks to resolve the earnings investigation through a revenue reduction of $319, 998.  


2.
On February 17, 2004, the Commission issued its Order Directing Staff to File Suggestions in Support of Stipulation and Agreement.  The Commission’s Order directed the Staff to files suggestions in support of the agreement no later than February 27, 2004.


3.
After the parties entered into and filed the Stipulation and Agreement with the Commission, the Staff became aware of additional circumstances that may or may not impact the earnings investigation.  Evidently, a criminal indictment against USP&C, Inc., a company with alleged ties to Cass County, asserts that USP&C, Inc. billed telephone and Internet consumers for unauthorized charges.  To investigate this matter, the Staff requests additional time to conduct a follow-up investigation before the Staff submits its Suggestions.  On February 25, 2004, the Staff submitted additional data requests to Cass County, which Cass County has agreed to answer promptly.  The Staff’s findings will be detailed in the Staff’s Suggestions.  For these reasons, the Staff requests an extension for filing its Suggestions to March 12, 2004.  


WHEREFORE, the Staff respectfully requests an extension until March 12, 2004 for filing its Suggestions.
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