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The foll ow ng proceedi ngs began at 9:03 a.m:

JUDGE DI PPELL: Let's go ahead then and go on
the record. This is Case No. EA-2023-0017, In the
Matter of the Application of Grain Belt Express, LLC for
an Arendnment to its Certificate of Convenience and
Necessity Authorizing it to Construct, Oan, Operate,
Control, Manage, and Maintain a H gh Voltage, Direct
Current Transm ssion Line and Associ ated Converter
Station.

My nane is Nancy Dippell. |'mthe Regulatory
Law Judge assigned to this matter. W' ve conme here
today for a procedural conference to just see where we
are, the status of the case, and allow the parties to
di scuss a procedural schedul e going forward.

' mgoing to begin by having the parties make
their entries of appearance, and so | wll begin with
Grain Belt Express?

MR CARO My it please the Conmm ssion. This
Is Frank Caro. On behalf of Gain Belt Express LLC, the
applicant, I'mhere with Andrew Schulte and Anne
Cal l enbach with the Polsinelli lawfirm Also | believe
on the line from-- on the call is N cole Luckey who is
Vice President of Regulatory Affairs with Gain Belt.

JUDGE DI PPELL: Thank you. The Public Service

Comm ssion Staff?
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MR, THOWPSON:. Thank you, Judge. Kevin

Thonpson for the Staff of the Mssouri Public Service
Commi ssion, Post O fice Box 360, Jefferson Gty,

M ssouri 65102. On the line are numerous other staff
menbers.

JUDGE DI PPELL: Thank you. The Ofice of the
Publ i ¢ Counsel ?

MR WLLIAMS: Nathan WIliams, Chief Deputy
Public Counsel appearing on behalf of the Ofice of the
Public Counsel and the public, PO Box 2230, Jefferson
Gty, Mssouri 65102.

JUDGE DI PPELL: Gkay. Then |'mjust going to
start down with the intervenors as they're kind of here
on my service list. | think they're al phabetical. So
Associ ated Industries of Mssouri?

MR, ELLINGER: Good norning, Judge. Marc
El linger, Ellinger & Associates, on behalf of Associ ated
| ndustries of Mssouri.

JUDGE DI PPELL: Cean Gid Aliance?

MR. BRADY: Good norning. M nanme is Sean
Brady. |'mappearing on behalf of Cean Gid Alliance.
Qur address is PO Box 4072, Weaton, Illinois 60189.
|'malso appearing with | ocal counsel, Judith WIIlis.
Wul d you |ike her address as well?

JUDGE DI PPELL: We have it on the file. So |
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think we can skip the addresses and | can make sure the

court reporter has those if she needs them

David and Patricia Steme?

MS. STEMME: (Good norning, Judge Dippell,
Dippell. I'msorry. | don't know how to pronounce your
nane.

JUDGE DI PPELL: Dippell.

M5. STEMVE: This is Patricia Stemme, and |'m
representing nyself and nmy husband.

JUDGE DI PPELL: And just to clarify, M.
Stemme, are you an attorney?

M5. STEMME: No, | amnot. | mght be the
only one here that isn't.

JUDGE DI PPELL: So today you'll really just be
representing yourself, but we all understand that your
husband' s interest and yours are simlar.

MS. STEMME: Yes, he's out harvesting, and |'m
probably going to be mainly a |istener today. |'m going
to be learning.

JUDGE DI PPELL: That's perfectly fine.

el cone.

MS. STEMME: Thank you so nuch.

JUDGE DI PPELL: Dustin Hudson?

MR AGATHEN. Thank you, Your Honor. This is
Paul Agathen. |'mat 485 Qak Field Court in WAshington,
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M ssouri 63090. And Judge, | represent a number of

other clients. Do you want ne to |list themnow or take
themin the order you've got thenf

JUDGE DI PPELL: Go ahead and |ist your other
clients.

MR AGATHEN. M ssouri Landowners Alliance.
The second one is Eastern M ssouri Landowners Alliance,
d/b/a Show Me Concerned Landowners. Another one is
Nor man Fishel, F-i-s-h-e-lI, and last, Gary and Carol
Riedel, R-i-e-d-e-Il.

JUDGE DI PPELL: Thank you, M. Agat hen.

MR AGATHEN:. You're wel cone.

JUDGE DI PPELL: M ssouri Cattlenen's
Associ ation?

MR, HADEN. Good norning, Judge Dippell. This
Is Brent Haden here for the Mssouri Cattlenen's
Associ ation, and then |'ve got the other agricultural
associations. | can just sort through those if you'd
like me to.

JUDGE DI PPELL: Yes, go ahead.

MR HADEN. |'Ill be representing the M ssouri
Farm Bureau Federation, the Mssouri Pork Association,
M ssouri Corn G owers Association and the M ssouri
Soybean Associ ati on.

JUDGE DI PPELL: Thank you. M ssouri Electric
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Commi ssi on?

MS. WH PPLE: Good norning, Judge D ppell.
Peggy Wi ppl e and Doug Healy of the Healy Law O fi ces.
| believe our address is on record, but I'll be glad to
provide it if the court reporter needs it |ater.

JUDGE DI PPELL: | have it. Thank you.

M5. WH PPLE:  You're wel cone.

JUDCGE DI PPELL: Renew M ssouri ?

MS. GREENVWALD: Good morning. Alissa
G eenwal d and Andrew Linhares for Renew M ssouri, and
bel i eve that our business address is also on file.

JUDGE DI PPELL: Yes, it is. Thank you.
Sierra d ub?

MS. RUBENSTEIN. Good nmorning. Sarah
Rubenstein from G eat Rivers Environmental Law Center.
Also with me is co-counsel Madeline Semanisin, and |
bel ieve our address is on file wth the Court as well.

JUDGE DI PPELL: It is. Thank you.

MS. RUBENSTEIN. Thank you.

JUDGE DI PPELL: Union Electric Conpany?

MR. LOAERY: (Good norning, Judge. JimLowery
appearing on behalf of Union Electric Conpany d/b/a
Ameren M ssouri. | have a new address. That is 9020
South Barry, B-a-r-r-y, Road, Colunbia, Mssouri 65201

JUDGE DI PPELL: Ckay. Thank you for that.
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You nmay need to change that at the Comm ssion in our

electronic filing system M. Lowery, when you get a
chance.

MR LONERY: | certainly will. Thank you

JUDGE DI PPELL: W/ Iiam Hol |l ander and Any
Hol | ander ?

MR. HOLLANDER: This is WIliam Hol |l ander. M
wife Any and | are | andowners here. W are al so nenbers
of the Mssouri Landowners Alliance. | also aman
attorney, and |I' mrepresenting nyself and ny wife here
today. M address is on the entry of appearance and the
motion which we filed.

JUDGE DI PPELL: Say that again, M. Hollander.
You're al so menbers of the Mssouri Landowners Alliance?

MR HOLLANDER:  Yes.

JUDGE DI PPELL: Al right. Was there any
other party that I m ght have m ssed?

Ckay. Very good then. Well, to start | wll
just kind of run through the things that are pending
right now to make sure that | haven't m ssed anything.
So we have a request for sunmmary determnation, and
those responses are not yet due. And | realize that
shoul d that be granted a procedural schedul e woul d | ook
very different. But when you' re making your procedura

schedule, just go with the theory that that will be
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deni ed and see what you can cone up wth.

As the attorneys know, it's very difficult to
get a summary determnation if there's any controversy
there that the Conm ssion can hear. So just proceed
with the thought that that will be denied. And if it is
granted, then obviously that will change the procedural
schedule or elimnate it, whichever the case nay be.

There's al so a request for local public
hearings. So consider that in your proposed procedural
schedule. And if the requesters for the local public
hearings, or the applicant, or anyone has suggestions
for a place that m ght be conducive to local public
hearings or if you want to have them el ectronically,
pl ease al so include that information naybe in your
proposed procedural schedule or an additional filing
after to acconpany that.

MR. AGATHEN:. Judge, can | interrupt for one
moment. This is Paul Agathen.

JUDGE DI PPELL: Yes. Go ahead, M. Agathen.

MR, AGATHEN. | may have junped the gun with
that notion for public hearings. | for sonme reason just
assumed that the discussion today regarding procedural
schedul e woul d concern the procedural schedule for the
actual formal hearings with the briefing, et cetera, and

didn't realize that we had this opportunity at this
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point to suggest |ocal public hearings. So |I probably

junped the gun on that. | apologize. It certainly was
not meant to gain some kind of advantage by any neans.

JUDGE DI PPELL: | appreciate that. Yes, your
procedural schedule and the rest can enconpass pretty
much, you know, how the parties think that the rest of
the case should go. Qobviously it's all suggestive and
the Commi ssion will set the eventual final schedule, but
it's very helpful to know where the parties think the
case should go and the timng. | know that the original
application requested a certain final date | believe in
May; am | correct about that? Does Gain Belt, when was
t he requested decision date?

MR, SCHULTE: The requested decision date for
the final order fromthe Conm ssion?

JUDCGE DI PPELL: Yes.

MR, SCHULTE: That was originally requested as
May 31, 2023. We have since been in discussions. W
di scussed whether that was practical with Staff already
and understand that they have sone work that they need
to balance with the Aneren rate case, and so we have
circulated a proposed procedural schedule that has a
requested Conm ssion order date of June 30, 2023. So
we' ve already conceded a 30-day delay in that initia

request.
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JUDGE DI PPELL: Gkay. I'msorry. Can you

i dentify yourself for the court reporter?

MR, SCHULTE: Certainly. Sorry about that.
Andrew Schul te.

JUDGE DI PPELL: Thank you, M. Schulte. A
right. Well, hopefully then there's been sone
groundwork | aid already on procedural schedul es and that
shoul d make things go a little easier for all of your
di scussions. Along that line typically when these kind
of cases, an application case starts, | would order the
Staff to file a recommendation. | don't believe | did
that in this case. So M. Thonpson, do you see Staff
filing a recomendation or would you see that as being
just initial testinmony? | don't know. Should the
Conmi ssion order Staff to go ahead and file a
recommendat i on?

MR THOWPSON: | anticipate Staff wll file a
recommended procedural schedul e.

JUDGE DI PPELL: I'"mtalking about a
recomendation on the application itself.

MR, THOWMPSON. We'll be happy to do that,
Judge, if that's what you would Iike.

JUDGE DI PPELL: Well, I'"lIl look at that
further. Like |I say, typically | would have ordered

that originally, but I was |ooking at the order and
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realized | hadn't done that. So |'mnot sure if that's

necessary. Mybe |'ll wait and maybe you can consi der
that in your procedural schedule as well.

MR, THOWPSON. When woul d the proposed
procedural schedul es be due, Judge?

JUDGE DIPPELL: | think | said the 17th, a
week from today.

MR, THOWPSON. Very good.

JUDGE DI PPELL: Is that sufficient?

MR, THOWPSON. Thank you. That's sufficient
for Staff.

JUDGE DI PPELL: Okay. And then the only other
thing | had that was still pending, | think there was

still a notion to amend a filing errata. |'mnot sure
if | ever granted that or not. If not, | will [ook at
t hat .

Was there any other notions pending that |
m ght have m ssed? |'mnot hearing anything. Well,
like | say, | really brought you all together so that
you coul d discuss the procedures going forward, and |
will give you the opportunity to do that off the record
I f you want to hold this line and continue with this
conf erence.

|s there anything el se that the parties wanted

to discuss on the record?
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MR, SCHULTE: Nothing fromGain Belt Express.

JUDGE DI PPELL: Thank you. Al right. Well,
' mnot hearing anything. So we will go ahead then and
| wll drop off the call as well as Ms. Bentch when we
go off the record and you all can stay on this |line and
have your discussions.

MR THOWPSON:. Thank you, Judge.

JUDGE DI PPELL: If there's nothing else then,
we can go ahead and go off the record.

MR, AGATHEN. Thank you, Judge. Paul Agathen.

JUDGE DI PPELL: Thank you.

(Thereupon, the proceedings concluded at 9:20
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

STATE OF M SSOURI )
COUNTY OF COLE )

|, Beverly Jean Bentch, RPR, CCR No. 640, do
hereby certify that | was authorized to and did
stenographically report the foregoing Public Service
Conmi ssi on Procedural Conference and that the
transcript, pages 1 through 17, is a true record of ny
st enogr aphi ¢ not es.

| FURTHER CERTIFY that | amnot a relative,
enpl oyee, attorney, or counsel of any of the parties,
nor am| a relative or counsel connected with the
action, nor am| financially interested in the action.

Dated this 21st day of Novenber, 2022.

Cuady Jean Bortedo

Beverly Jeaﬂ]Bentch, RPR, CCR No. 640
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