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PROCEEDI NGS

(Commencenent of public hearing at 12: 00 p.m)

JUDGE CLARK: Good afternoon. |It's March 7,
2023. The current time is 12:02 p.m The M ssouri Public
Servi ce Conm ssion has set aside this tine for a |ocal
public hearing to give nenbers of the public an opportunity
to conmment about the application in File No. EA-2023-0017,
which is captioned as, "In the Matter of Application Gain
Belt Express, LLC for an Anendment with Certificate of
Conveni ence and Necessity Authorizing to Construct, Oan,
Operate, Control, Manage, and Maintain a H gh Voltage
Direct Current Transm ssion Line and Associ ated Converter
station. Now the Mssouri Public Service Conm ssion
regulates utility conpanies in Mssouri to ensure that
rates are just and reasonable. The Comm ssion al so
regul ates the quality of service and safety of operation of
| nvestor owned utilities.

The comm ssion is nmade up of five
conmm ssi oners. Chairman Scott Rupp to ny inmediate |eft,
Comm ssi oner Mai da Col eman, Jason Hol sman, and G en
Kol kmeyer to ny right. The conm ssioners are appoi nted by
the governor to a fixed termconfirmed by the Senators.
The comm ssi on enpl oyees the staff of engineers,
accountants, attorneys, financial analysts, and ot her

experts in the field of utility regulation.
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My name is John Cark. | amnot a

comm ssioner. | ama regulatory judge overseeing this
hearing today. So there are five conm ssioners, one
comm ssion seat is currently vacant.

This is an official hearing of the Mssouri
Public Service Conmi ssion and the statenments and testinony
of witnesses will be recording by the court reporter and
must be given under oath or affirmation. The conm ssion
has not made any decisions in this case, and neither the
comm ssioners nor nyself can answer any questions about the
I ssue of this case today because the conm ssion has to
remain inpartial until all of the evidence is presented at
t he conclusive of the evidentiary hearing. The court
reporter over here is transcribing this hearing.

At this tinme, -- well, Chairnman, would you
|i ke to make any remarks?

CHAI RVAN RUPP:  Thank you guys for com ng out
today. It is always great to see a very engaged public
whenever we have to deal with these issues. G eat
attendance is always wel come during a public hearing. W
encourage you to conme up and speak. Just let us know your
t houghts and be candid and it will be transcribed for us to
go back and review later in the case. One thing the judge
did say that always warrants repeating, we are unable to

answer any questions or to respond to any comments that you
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m ght make. It would be akin to if you were in a courtroom

during a nurder trial and you couldn't just raise your hand
say, "Hey, Judge, what do you think of that evidence?"

They coul dn't respond because it woul d jeopardi ze the case
and one side would try for a mstrial and things. So even
t hough we are sitting here, it's not because we are stoic
or obtuse. |It's because we literally cannot respond to
anything you say. W are here to listen and take this as
part of evidence for an eventual trial that will happen in
Jefferson City. That being said | know that as Public
Comm ssioners, we are always pleased to see a great turnout
because this does help us give nore infornmation on naking

t he best decision, you know, for each case that we are
providing. Thank you in advance for your tinme and
attention here today.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, Chairman. At this
time, |'mgoing to ask the parties to enter their
appearance for the record starting with the Conm ssion
staff.

MR, STACEY: Scott Stacey, Staff Counsel, 200
Madi son Street, Jefferson City, Mssouri 65101.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, M. Stacey on behal f
of the O fice of Public Counsel.

MR. POSTON: Mark Poston, attorney for the
O fice of Public Counsel.
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JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, M. Poston. On
behal f of Grain Belt Express, LLC

MR, SCHULTE: Andrew Schulte, wth the
Pol sinelli Law Firmon behalf of Gain Belt Express, LLC
Al so maki ng an appearance today is Sean Pluta, also with
the Polsinelli Law Firm The court reporter has our
I nformation,

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you so much. \Were is M.
Pl uta?

MR PLUTA: |I'min the very back.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you. Now there is a
nunber of interveners present.

MR, AGATHEN. Thank you, Judge. |'m Paul
Agat hen from Washington, Mssouri. | also amrepresenting
the M ssouri Landowners Alliance, the Eastern M ssour
Landowners Al liance, and Show Me Concerned Landowners,
M. Normal Fischel, Gary and Darrell Riedel, and Dustin
Hudson.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, M. Agathen. Are
there any other interveners present | haven't called?

MR. HOLLANDER: Yes, sir. M nane is WIIliam
W Hol |l ander and ne and ny wife are interveners.

JUDGE CLARK: Are you an attorney?

MR, HOLLANDER  Yes, sir. | didn't wear the

uniformtoday. M address is 1114 South Lacl ede Station

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS

www.lexitaslegal.com

Page 6




© 00 N o o B~ O w N P

N N NN NN P PR R R R PR R P e
g b~ W N BB O © 00 N O O &~ wWw N+, O

Public Hearing

Page 7
Road, St. Louis, Mssouri, 63119. Are in the process of

movi ng here,

JUDGE CLARK: (Ckay. Thank you. Wo did you
say you were representing?

MR, HOLLANDER: Myself and ny wife, Any. W
own the land in the path.

MS. STEMVE: W also have a notion to
I ntervene, David and Patricia Steme, of 12601 Road,
Centralia, Mssouri.

JUDGE CLARK: When you say you have a notion
to intervene, has that been ruled on yet?

MS. STEMVE: Yes, we are on the list.

JUDGE CLARK: |'msorry, say your nanme again
for ne.

MS. STEMVE: David and Patricia Stenme.

JUDGE CLARK: Got it. Thank you so nuch.

MS. STEMVE: Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: Any ot her counsel for
I nterveners? Ckay. For those who would like to provide
comments today, for the nost part there are a few
exceptions because there were a couple who had indicated
t hey have other places to be, I'mgoing to call the nanes
on the sign up sheet in the order they appear. Wen | cal
your nane, please cone up to the mcrophone and | w |

pl ace you under oath. | wll ask you to state and spel
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your nanme so that the court reporter gets it. After that,

you can then offer your comments to the conm ssion. There
I's a nunber of people here. |I'mnowto ny fourth sign up
sheet, so that everybody gets an opportunity to speak I'm
going to ask that you keep your comments |ess than five
mnutes. |If you start to go long, there is a good chance |
wll cut you off. Please keep your conments succinct and
to the point. Now, after you offered your comments, please
remain at the m crophone for just a beat or two, the
conm ssi oners may have questions for you. | may have a
question for you or the attorneys may have a question for
you. |If any of the attorneys have questions, please raise
your hand and get ny attention. Conm ssioners, feel free
tointerrupt ne at any time with your questions and | wll
pass the m crophone over. GCkay. | will call the first
W tness, forgive ne if | butcher your name, Marilyn
O Bannon.

MS. O BANNON:  You pronounced it correctly.

JUDGE CLARK: Wbuld you please state and spel
your nane for the record.

MS. O BANNON: Marilyn O Bannon,
Ma-r-i-l-y-n, O apostrophe, B-a-n-n-o-n.

JUDGE CLARK: Pl ease raise your right hand and
be sworn.

(Wtness sworn.)
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JUDGE CLARK:  And what would you like to tell

t he conm ssi on?

MS. O BANNON: Good afternoon, M. Chairnman
and nmenbers of the Mssouri Public Service Conm ssion. M
name is Marilyn O Bannon from Monroe County. M famly and
are | andowners on the proposed G ain Belt Express route in
Monroe County and have farns near the Tiger Connector Spur
In Audrain County. In fact one of our farns inpacted by
the line in Monroe County has won a category in the
M ssouri Farm G owers contest two different times and one
Is this year. | oppose the Gain Belt Express project and
t heir amended application. Phase | of the Gain Belt
Express will place the converter station approxi mately one
half mle fromny honme. Gain belt will tell you they have
a large percentage of easenents that they have secured
voluntarily. | argue the majority were because of the
threat of inmm nent domain and potential condemmati on
| awsuits. GBE cannot build any wi nd turbines in Kansas
until the project is approved in Illinois. However, they
are working and even pressuring | andowners to sign
easenents. One Amsh famly told nme the | and agent said if
they didn't sign the easenent to G ain Belt, they would go
to court and not get paid anything. It concerns ne that
Gain Belt is focused on easenents before knowing if they

can even build the project or have the financial
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capablities. In the order of the original PCN case, the

PSC granted G ain Belt application with certain conditions.
One condition is that Gain Belt was not permtted to
install transm ssion on easenment property in Mssouri until
obtai ning commtnents for financing of the project in total
to or greater than the total cost to build a entire
multi-state project. |In md-Decenber 2022, Gain Belt
applied for a federal guaranteed |oan to fromthe
Department of Energy to finance the project. During the
EI'S public hearing had information stated they anticipated
approval of Tiger Connector by the PSC. |In md-February of
this year, contract land staff starting knocking on

| andowners doors offering $599.99 incentive to obtain
agreenents to survey land. The explanation was that Gain
Belt is wanting to expedite the project. The project has
not being approved yet. Merchant transmssion, like Gain
Belt Express is an unregul ated, voluntary specul ative
venture for private profit purpose. |Is it not needed for
regional reliability or economcs. Merchant can cance
this project at any tinme. Also, because Gain Belt rates
are unregul ated, there is nothing requiring the nmerchant to
protect the easenents it has acquired in public service.
Granting i nmnent domain authority to unregul ated nerchants
for specul ative projects that nmay never be placed in

service violates be taken for public use. I'mgoing to end

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com




© 00 N o o B~ O w N P

N N NN NN P PR R R R PR R P e
g b~ W N BB O © 00 N O O &~ wWw N+, O

Public Hearing

] ) _ . Pagell
my comrents at this point. | appreciate the PSC neeting
today. | would respectfully ask that the M ssouri PSC deny

this project. It is not for the public good. Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you for your conments.

Ms. O Bannon, would you cone back to the m crophone. One
of the conm ssioners has a question for you.

M5. OBANNON: |'msorry, you did tell us to
stay, |I'msorry.

COW SSI ONER KOLKMEYER:  Ms. O Bannon, did you
testify last night?

M5. O BANNON:  Yes, | did. Sonme of those
notes are the sane as last night. | did add a couple of
things that weren't in last night.

COW SSI ONER COLEMAN:  Thank you. M.

O Bannon, after listening to your testinony |ast night |
was |eft with a question that | did not get to ask. |
wanted to mull over it alittle. It was your conment
regarding an Amsh famly that you feel are or who has
expressed they felt threatened, | guess. |s that something
that you are hearing fromnultiple or just in specific part
of the pathway that has been proposed?

MS. O BANNON:  Well, it's nmainly the Am sh
community. You have to understand their ability to --
well, first of all with their religious beliefs going to

court would be sonething that would be against their
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beliefs. Not understanding maybe the court systemor their

rights, | think they felt that when they were threatened
wth either you sign this piece of paper or you'll go to
court and get nothing, they did not question.

COW SSI ONER COLEMAN:  So are you saying then
that the people that you know of or this person did indeed
sign the docunent?

MS. O BANNON: Yes, he did. He said |'m
agai nst the project but, you know, | also don't want to
give up ny farmand not receive anything at all for the
easenent. He didn't understand that even by going to court
he woul d be conpensat ed.

COW SSI ONER COLEMAN:  Thank you,

Ms. O Bannon

MS. O BANNON: | appreciate the question.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, conm ssioner. Thank
you. @Garrett Hawkins.

JUDGE CLARK: Wbuld you please state and spel
your nane for the record?

MR HAWKINS: Garrett Hawkins, Ga-r-r-e-t-t,
H a-wk-i-n-s.

(Wtness sworn.)

JUDGE CLARK: Wuld you like to tell us?

MR HAWKINS: Al right. Comm ssioners and

staff, thank you for the opportunity to testify today. M
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name is Garrett Hawkins and | serve as the president of the

M ssouri FarmBureau. |'ma fifth generation farnmer from
Appl eton City, Mssouri. Today I'mtestifying on behalf of
M ssouri Farm Bureau, M ssouri Cattlenmen Association,

M ssouri Corn G owers Association, Mssouri Pork

Associ ation, and M ssouri Soybean Associ ation. Together we
oppose the Grain Belt Express wind energy project because
of its private out-of-state nmerchant transm ssion |ive

busi ness structure and its use of inplenment domain to
condemrm private property. Gain Belt's primary purpose is
not to serve Mssouri custoners but rather drop a portion
of electricity in our state in route to lucrative east
coast markets. Together our organization nmenbers firmy
believe in the protection of private property rights and

t he negative experiences of many | andowners inpacted by GBE
was the primary reason we fought for and secured prom nent
| mm nent domai n standards for electrical transm ssion
projects during the 2022 | egislative session. W stand
opposed to Grain Belt seeking an anended certificate of
conveni ence a necessity because we believe the proposed

Ti ger Connector is a new project. The PSC should not
sinply amend its prior approval for Gain Belt's high

vol tage direct current main line. Tiger Connector should
stand on its own and should be scrutinized as the new

project that it clearly is. Over the past decade the debut
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of the Tiger Connector highlights the fact that it was not

a well-vetted plan and this |asted evolution shows they are
changing course to attenpt to find an end-user. W feel
strongly that this new project should be scrutizined as
such. Tiger Connector proposes to take private property to
build a for-profit project controlled by an out of state
conpany that has no plan or provision to share profits wth
the | andowner who will house its infrastructure on its
property. This is a major distinction to |land and sol ar
projects of Mssouri, which to date have only engaged in
voluntary | ease agreenents and created ongoi ng paynents and
definitive term nation points.

The bottomline is | andowners are forced to
sell their land and to a buyer not of their choosing to
forever host a market they don't want with no share of the
projects generated. The is a classic use of inmm nent
domai n and the use of governnental authority to coerce
property owners for the benefit of private enterprise. In
Gain Belt's calculations involving its main line grossly
failed to take into account physical and practical ag
equi pnent to operate within specific distances of towers
and other infrastructure when it clainmed that only 9-acres
w || be taken out of production.

We urge the PSC to deny approval for this

line. if it does not it nust require that the inpacts to
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| andowners are mnimzed to co-locations wth other

utilities and public right-of-way where feasible along with
appropriate conpensation. W also require Gain Belt to
prioritize returning farmand to its full productive
capability after construction. Lastly, Mssouri ag

organi zations are severely disappointed of the PSC refusal
to set in-person neetings in all three affected counties.
W requested these and Grain Belt Express agreed because we
believe it's critical to allow | andowners to deliver

| n-person comments to you, the PSC. In the future are, we
hope the PSC will ensure adequate, fair, and thorough

I n-person hearings for |andowners who bear the full brunt
of projects such as this. Thank you for the opportunity to
testify, not only on behalf of Farm Bureau but the other
organi zati ons.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you. Just as a point of
clarification listed quite a nunber of organizations. Sone
of those organizations you nentioned don't seemfamliar.
Are sone of theminterveners in this case?

MR HAWKI NS:  Yes.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you for your conments.

Ron Henke. M. Henke, would you please -- did | say your
name right?

MR. HENKE: Henke.

JUDGE CLARK:  Wuld you please state and spel
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your nanme for the court reporter?

MR. HENKE: Ron Henke, R-0-n, He-n-k-e from
Chariton County, Salisbury, Mssouri.

(Wtness sworn.)

JUDGE CLARK: Pl ease go ahead.

MR. HENKE: What | would like to say is that |
have testified before the Public Service Comm ssion over
the last decade nultiple times. |'masking this Public
Service Conmi ssion to deny this application because this is
such an enotional thing for our famly. Bear with ne.
There is no evidence at all that has been truthfully said
with this whole project. | believe and nmany ot her people
believe that this whole project should be denied because
fromthe original application the only thing that is
possibly true is that they are going to transport DC
current across the state of Mssouri. Oiginally they said
that was going to put a mle pole that takes 9-square feet
to carry three wires carrying 640,000 volts with a possible
el ectromagnetic field covering one-quarter of a square
mle. The plan has been changed nultiple times. Now they
say they are going to put a structure up that's going to
cover 1,600 square feet per structure. Going to dig
| mrensely deep holes in the property to withstand a
200-foot tower. That is going to create for our property

Is going to create obstacles because of underground
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drainage tiles that are systematically put in place. Then,

that also takes out we will never be able to put up our,
you know, if we propose to put up an irrigation system

that knocks that out. One of the reasons this nmakes me so
enotional is the original plan goes right smack through the
center of 320-acres that has two mles of highway frontage,
additional mle of gravel road frontage all within three
mles of Salisbury, Mssouri. Al of the appraisals that
we have seen and those appraisals are in packets that we
just received this past couple of weeks for the court
appearance that Gain Belt is forcing on this. Wat it is
getting at along those appraisals, it doesn't take into
effect what those 20 to 30 possible building sites are.

One of those building sites is where ny -- enotional

part -- is where ny son proposed to his beautiful wife to
build their dream hone sonme day. That has been put on hold
for a full decade or nore. They have four beautiful
grandchildren -- or | have four beautiful grandchildren by
that marriage that also is taking building spots away from
future generations and the ability to make a living off of
the 460 acres that is all within those building frontage,
bui | di ng frontage, highway frontage sites. | can't begin
to say how rude our famly have been treated. W have been
told that if we consistently put up opposing this project

that we will be paid |less for conpensation. Just |ess than
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a nmonth ago, a conpany on another tract of |and away from

this line offered us three times the anount that pitiful
offer Gain Belt is offering. | just can't inagine that
peopl e serving the public can put private people ahead of
hard working citizens of this country and not have no

guar ant ees what soever of saving. They say they are going
to save mllions of dollars. There is absolutely no proof
that is ever going to take place. Mssouri electricity is
very reasonable. | calculated 10 cents per kilowatt. So
Is Gain Belt going to offer our utility conpanies a
quarter of a cent less and nultiply that over the entire
usage over the entire state and save M ssouri mllions of
dollars? | doubt that. The only reason | am here today is

there is a |lot of good people through this Tiger Connector

that are | andowners that need sone hel p and support. |'m
here to support them | could go on the rest of the day
but | wll stop at that. |'mcan't begin to say as nuch as

the previous three people said, they are nmuch nore
professional at it than | amand |'mnore enotional but |
do have sone facts. W are beside ourselves on what we are
going to do in the future. |If for some reason this whole
project fromSt. Joe to Hannibal could be put on hold
because of the plans that has been changed, it's not the
original plan at all. The electrical magnetic field that

was going to be created by three wres versus the
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possibility of putting a dozen wires on a 200-foot tower,

Is that magnetic field going to extend out a mle? Is it
going to extend out to two mles? There is no research for
envi ronment al safety done on this type of a project. Not
even in the world. There was |ines proposed in Ireland and
| have a friend fromlreland that said that Ireland denied
It because of unknown hazards. Those hazards exist here in
Mssouri. So | would appreciate if there is sone unknown
reason you could deny this entire project, it would benefit
every | andowner across this state. | do have friends,
relatives that was threatened that if you did not sign this

easenent that we will give you | ess when we go to court.

Now two of those has already -- are deceased. They went
ahead and signed the easenent before their death. | don't
know what else | could say. |s there any questions you al
may have?

JUDGE CLARK: | have no questions. Thank you,
M. Henke.

MR HENKE: Al right. Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: Donna Inglis. |'magain going

to reiterate, please try and be succinct with your

coment s.
MS. INGLIS: | spell ny nane D-0-n-n-a,
l-n-g-1-i-s.
(Wtness sworn.)
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JUDGE CLARK: Pl ease go ahead.

M5. INGLIS: M. Chairman and nenbers of the
comm ssion, as | just stated ny name is Donna Inglis. My
husband Bruce and | own and reside on a farmin Randol ph
County that the Gain Belt Express project wll be going
t hrough. We al so have three pipeline easenments across our
property, so I'mvery famliar with working wth utilities
and with the rights-of-way. Several years ago, two Gain
Belt Express representatives called us and wanted to cone
in and visit with us about the project. At that point, the
only things that we had heard were runors, innuendos, and
sni ppets. So we wanted to know what the project was al
about. They cane in, sat down at our dining roomtable,
tal ked about it, showed us information about it. |
| istened to what they had to say, | asked sone questions
and then ny husband said, "Do you all expect us to sign
this easenment today?" |magine our surprise when they said,
"Well you, can if you really want to, but we woul d
recommend that you take a few days to talk it over with
each other." So we decided at that point to enter into
negotiations with this conpany. W spent a few days
cussi ng and di scussi ng between oursel ves what we thought
woul d be a fair amount of noney and | called t hem back.
VWll, it may cone as a surprise to sone of your

comm ssioners but |'mold and I'malso way |egally blind.
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You need to understand that | love to negotiate and | do it

well. They came in and sat down at our dining roomtable
again and we cane to an equitable settlenment. W did sign
the easenent. Wiat | think is very inportant for you to
understand today that nornally when we talk to -- initially
talk to the representatives, they were both professional
and respectful to us. W all know sonetines, once you sign
the name they don't want to have anything to do with you
anynore. Well, that's been about ten years ago. Over the
past ten years, every tine | have contacted an I nvenergy
enpl oyee, and | have talked to several over the years, they
have been easy to work with w thout exception. They have
addressed ny concerns as a |landowner. | know there is a

| ot of enotions involved here today. M views are
different than other people and ny experiences apparently
are different. It's inportant, and | want you to know,

that ny husband and | strongly support the Tiger Connector.
We are nmenbers of a rural electric co-op and believe that

W t hout a doubt this interconnection will bring cheaper,

cl eaner, and nore reliable power to our Show Me State. You
have an opportunity you don't often have and that's to
approve a project that is a wn, win, wn; cheaper,

cl eaner, and nore reliable. In closing, | want to take off
nmy prepared or thought of remarks and address the Am sh

comunity. | know and | believe what she said. You need
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to hear the view fromthe other side. | have several Aﬁ?ﬁﬁz
friends in that Am sh comunity. Several of who have

signed an easenent with Grain Belt Express. Wre they
excited about it, I'mnot going to lie to you and tell you

they were. O course they weren't. Wre they fearful?
Were they afraid? Didthey feel intimdated? M friends
never said anything about that. So there is always two
views of the sane issue. | want to thank you for your tine
today and | hope that you will approve the Tiger Connector.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, Ms. Inglis. Rodney
Vance. M. Vance, would you please state and spell your
name for the record.

MR VANCE: R-0-d-n-e-y, V-a-n-c-e.

(Wtness sworn.)

JUDGE CLARK: What would you like to tell us?

MR VANCE: |'ma landowner in Audrain County
and the Tiger Connector proposal is to conme through ny farm
and like Ms. Inglis. | have three pipelines and one power
| ine already comng through it to devalue the price of the
farm One nore will only increase that devaluation. |
don't -- all that I have heard or know about everything, |
don't see that it is a necessary line. Geen energy could
be a great thing in the future but right now | don't think
they have all of the technology they need. They sure have

a lot of scammers in the green energy conpany business.
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|'"'mnot saying this is a scambut it gives ne cause to

think that way sone tines. | was bypassed for the main

| ine and was thankful for that. Now | find out that they
want to get this line put into go through ny place to
connect up with the grid. | don't know why they have cone
hal fway across the state before they decided to go another
40-mles out of their way to hook up to the grid when |I'm
sure there is stations a lot closer to the border that have
a grid connections. That's about all | have to say. Thank
you.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, M. Vance. Joe
Vance. Wuld you please state and spell your nane for the
record?

MR VANCE: Joe Vance, J-0-e, V-a-n-c-e.

(Wtness sworn.)

JUDGE CLARK: Pl ease go ahead.

MR, VANCE: Wen we began, Gain Belt
expressed publicity has been | oaded with half truths and
false information. After a decade of activity, their
project is still rejected by states around us. They stil
have no electricity to distribute. No lines to distribute
electricity wwth. No real definite customers to buy
electricity from In recent nonths, GBE has |ost at |east
one court case because of multiple inproper actions trying

to get an easenment. Qur existing electric systens say we
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don't need them QOher states around us don't want them

You woul dn't want themin your backyard or running through
your businesses and we don't either. Your job is to
protect the well-being of Mssouri citizens. W ask you to
reject this proposed permt and revoke any other permts
they currently have in Mssouri. Thank you for your
consi der ati on.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, M. Vance. Mtchel

Guess. Woul d you pl ease state and spell your name for the

record?

MR GUESS: Mtchell CGuess, Mi-t-c-h-e-1-1,
G u-e-s-s.

(Wtness sworn.)

JUDGE CLARK: Pl ease go ahead.

MR, GUESS. Good afternoon, conm ssioners and
staff. ['mhere on behalf of PAR Electric Contractors. W

are national |eader in all aspects of outside electric
construction. For nore than 67 years our reputation as a
solutions provider is consistently applied to all our
service offerings. W offer a full range service offering
transm ssion, substation, distribution, telecom start-up
mai nt enance, energi ze services, EPC, and energency storm

restoration. W are a national conpany but we are |ocal.

W are based in Kansas City, Mssouri. W have offices in
St. Louis as well. W enploy nore than a 1,000 enpl oyees
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across the U S. and nore than 400 in the state of M ssouri.

We are a proud nmenber of the IBW Over 9 percent of our
wor kforce is a union constructed. W have been a key part
of Grain Belt Express since 2016. W are prepared to do
EPC engineering material and construction based in our
Kansas Cty, Mssouri office. |It's expected that over
1,500 high quality construction jobs will be brought to
M ssouri during the construction. W are conmtted to
M ssouri and this innovative process project. W have nade
significant can't investnent of tine, resources, and noney
preparing the plan for engineering procurenent and
construction. Qur execution plan includes strengthening
| ocal supply chains through local firms, including disabled
vet eran owned busi nesses and mnority and wonen owned
busi ness. W encourage you to approve the anendnment to the
Gain Belt Express certificate of convenience and necessity
enabling the project to deliver nore power to Mssouri wth
t he Tiger Connector pass the alignnent of 20 percent and
phasing the project out to gets these benefits sooner.
Thank you.
JUDGE CLARK: \What's the nane of your conpany?
MR, GUESS. PAR Electrical Contractors, LLC
JUDGE CLARK:  Wuld you spell that please?
MR. GQUESS: PAR, P-a-r, Electrical

Contractors.
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JUDGE CLARK: Thank you. Thank you for your

comments. Melinda Hudson. Ms. Hudson, would please state
and spell your name for the record?

MS. HUDSON: Melinda Hudson, Me-Il-i-n-d-a,

H u-d-s-o-n.

(Wtness sworn.)

JUDGE CLARK: What would you like to tell us
t oday?

MS. HUDSON. First of all, hello. | just want
to state that | amnot a public speaker but ever since ny
son got his letter, | feel like ny voice has to be heard.
' m 100 percent against the Tiger Connector. Just |ike
M. Henke, | get very enotional and very upset. | want to
t hank everyone who cane. Sorry it wasn't held in the
evening for the majority of people | know that were against
this project can't be here because they have to work to
make ends neet. As a show of hands, all persons here from

M ssouri that oppose the transm ssion |ine, please raise

your hand if you oppose it. Geat thanks. |'m against the
line for many reasons. |s there a need for this? No, |
don't really think there is. |If there was, it would have

been in the original proposal years ago. Does the Tiger
have the contracted paying custoners? | don't think they
have enough to nake it feasible and sustainable. M first

and personal reason for being against this, |['mextrenely
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concerned about the risk for ny two grandchildren that live

W thin nere yards of this line. | have got a 14-nonth-old
and an eight-year-old, are there health risks? Wll, the
World Health Organization says there is for anyone under 12
that there is risk of cancer. | don't think any of you al
sitting up there would want any of your |oved ones, whether
they are little guys or grandnother, to be at risk for
cancer because of the transmssion line that's not needed.
What risks are there to 65 head of our cattle that wll be
grazing everyday under these |ines? Wat about eagl es,
deers, ny granddaughter's dearly loved 50 chi ckens that she
rai sed from babies. The wonderful transm ssion |ine going
through ny son's farmand we live two farnms over or there
I's one farm between us. This is 160 acres right here, this
L shape. This black line is the transmssion line. This
little orange line is where they are building their hone.
Now pl ans have been stopped because again, nmy grandchildren
are going to be nere yards and ny son and daughter-in-|aw.
It physically and nentally nakes me ill. Every large farm
organi zation that |'maware of is against this as Garrett
Hawki ns stated earlier. Again, there is not a need for
this. |If there truly was a need for it, | would give ny
son part of ny land so he could build is dream hone and he
could still have his farmover there if there was a need.

There is not or they haven't proved to ne there is. Wen
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maki ng your decision, | hope you renenber these pictures.

Not only nmy kids, there is many other people out here that
have children and grandchildren that they | ove that they
don't want to be underneath it either. | hope each of your
use your common sense, which | know all of you have it.

Qur generation does. You' re younger than ne, but we all
have it. | also hope that none of you have been prom sed a
job by GBE. That you deny the project and protect the

har dwor ki ng taxpaying citizens of Mssouri. Your kids and
grandkids w |l always have a need for food. This useless
wast e of federal subsidized noney for a private
out-of-state conpany is ruining this once free nation. |If
the Tiger Connector is so inportant and needed, it shoul d
have been in the initial proposal. Thanks for |istening
fromthe bottomof ny heart. Thanks in advance for making
the correct decision. | appreciate your tine.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, Ms. Hudson. Just to
clarify for the record, when you stated or asked a nunber
of people to raise their hand who were opposed. For the
record, a nunber of people raised their hands.

M5. HUDSON. | would say the mpjority, yes,
sir.

JUDGE CLARK: To also clarify for the court
reporter, the exhibits, denonstrative exhibit were a

pi cture of your grandchildren and a picture of your son's
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farm is that correct?

MS. HUDSON: That is correct.

JUDGE CLARK: | have no questions for you.
Thank you very nmuch. Pat Stemme. You stated earlier that
you were an intervener as well?

MS. STEMVE: | am for ny husband and I.

JUDGE CLARK: (Ckay. Go ahead and make your
comrent s.

(Wtness sworn.)

MS. STEMVE: First off, thank you for your
time. M husband and I would like to share with the
comm ssi on how t he high power transm ssion lines wll
affect our farmng agricultural comunity as a whole. W
are a 4th generation that generates thousands of bushels of
corn, soybeans, and wheat a year. W are not the only
operation by far. Mst of the farmoperations today are
very large. W joined the Bio Processing, LLC in Ladonia,
M ssouri, an ethanol plant in 2006. A lot of our corn goes
i nto reduci ng ethanol and DDG which are renewabl e
energies. Ethanol is oxinate that when added to salt
octane petroleumallows gas to burn cleaner. Ethanol is
used as an octane to fuel over 90 percent of the gas in the
United States. W have been very successful for 17 years
wth this technology. W are also nenbers of the Bio Fuel,

LLC | ocated here in Mexico, Mssouri. A |lot of our
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soybeans go to produce this amazing renewabl e fuel called

bio diesel, which is an advanced product that has been

| mproving our environnent for over a decade. Bio diesel is
donestically produced, clean burning, renewable substitute
for petroleumdiesel. Using biodiesel as a vehicle fuel

I ncreases the energy security, inproves air quality, and
the environnment and provi des safety benefits. So ny
question woul d be how can one conpany that is claimng to
provi de renewabl e energy cone in and take | and from anot her
conpany that is already successfully producing renewabl e
energies that work. That does not nake sense to us. W
are saving M ssourians across the state noney while
providing nore environnentally friendly energy. Another
point we would Iike to share is the fact that Monroe,
Audrian, and callaway County are part of the Mdwest Corn
Belt. Qur farmis located in Audrain County. Audrain
County is the No. 1 producer of soybean in the state. Mbst
of our grain goes to fuel and |ivestock feed which ends up
on your table and in your vehicle. During the sunmer

nmont hs because of the growi ng crops, we are the envy of

ot her countries around the world because we produce nore
phot osynt hesi s than anywhere else in the world. Shouldn't
the conm ssioners be commtted to protecting this

advant ageous phenonenon? These high towers will be

destroying the very thing we are trying to save, which is
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our plant. A cleaner, safer, environment for all of us to

live in as well as the wildlife. Having the high tower on
our cropland will cause sone very detrinental to the |and.
It's called soil conmpaction. Soil conpactionis a
condition that every farm manager fights. They have to

wat ch how many tinmes they drive over the tilled land. Many
farm operations use large tracts instead of typical tractor
tires. The tracts help reduce the conpaction because it
transfers the weight over a broader area. Wy is
conpaction so bad? It's because the roots of the plant
can't go deep into the ground and it stunts the plants,
which results in poor yields. In many cases it takes years
to correct. So yields affected for an indeterm ned anount
of tinme. Invenergy will be conpacting our soils in order
to put up the towers and maintain them Their equi pnent
may be even heavier than what the farner uses so we could
be | ooking at lower yields on part of our land. Wth high
towers we won't be able to performour usual aerial
spraying application of insecticides and herbicide on our
plants. W use drones, helicopters, and small planes. CQur
sprayer boons neasure 120 feet across, so it will be nmuch
more difficult to work around the towers. Wat if we want
to add irrigation? These towers will prevent us from even
considering that option. As we |ook at the changes in the

size of farmequipnment in the last 20 years, it's all

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com




© 00 N o o B~ O w N P

N N NN NN P PR R R R PR R P e
g b~ W N BB O © 00 N O O &~ wWw N+, O

Public Hearing

) ) ) Page 32
gotten bigger, a lot bigger. W don't know what's in the

future. We don's want to be limted or hindered because of
these towers crossing our farmand. CQoviously | am agai nst
this project.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, Ms. Stemme. | have
no questions. Mchael Henry Martin. WII| you please state
and spell your name for the record?

MR MARTIN. My name is Mchael Henry Martin,
Mi-c-h-a-e-l, He-n-r-y, Ma-r-t-i-n.

(Wtness sworn.)

JUDGE CLARK: Pl ease go ahead.

MR, MARTIN  Thank you first off for having ne
in here today. Having everybody as well. | don't want to
take up too nuch of your tine. | |ook around and | see a
| ot of heartbroken people and a | ot of smart people here.
Har der working and smarter than | am | will try be too
loud. Now, I'mnot fromhere. | live in Colunbia. |
think that's inportant because these people are going to be
the people that are affected the nost, nuch nore than |
will be but this is nmy two cents. | have lived here,
Kansas, Al abama, overseas and the one thing that | see or
that | don't see enough of is good neighbors. People that
care about the people around them and people that want the
best for their country at large. | don't have an inforned

opi nion on what | think you should or should not do. |
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just hope that you do keep in mnd the needs of the people

here and the needs of the people in our country. \Wen it
cames to energy, it's been said today that you ni ght not
tend to do this project and | tend to agree. W mght not
need to but | personally have seen a | ot of hardships that
result fromoptions other than renewabl e energy that Iike
what are seeing here. | know people who have died in the
oil industry in Alabama. | have seen a | ot of hardships
wth the coal industry; health, sadness. On the flip side
of that, | also ama Native Anerican and | understand there
Is alot of frustration when soneone cones in and take what
Is yours and take it for thenselves. These are really hard
things to deal with and things that |ast for generations.
So | can understand the other side of the angle. | wll
conclude with just this, | don't have an inforned decision.
The people here are smart and know what's best for them |
do ask that you do what's best for the people of Mssouri
and the people of the United States. Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you for your conments.
Pl ease renmenber if you have a phone, please place it on
silent or vibrate. Leslie Myer.

M5. MEYER Hello, it's actually Meyer.

JUDGE CLARK: | apologize. | ask that you
pl ease state and spell your nane for the record.

M5. MEYER It's okay. It happens all the
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time. Leslie, L-e-s-l-i-e, Meyer, Me-y-e-r.
(Wtness sworn.)
JUDGE CLARK: Pl ease go ahead.
M5. MEYER Hello. | aman Associate
Comm ssioner in Audrain County. | first heard about the

Ti ger Connector project late |ast summer when Jason Shaw

W th I nver Energy popped into our office. At that tine

| nver Energy or Grain Belt Express had filed the Tiger
Connector as an anmendnment to the initial Gain Belt Express
line and was waiting on a PSC ruling. W were told it was
a done deal. | hope and | pray that it wasn't. W are
here today to hel p persuade you to make a decision and the
deci sion hasn't already been nade. | was raised by two
peopl e who taught nme that there is no greater fraud than a
broken word or lie. Wen | took this position as a county
comm ssioner, | promsed | wuld stand for the residents of
Audrai n County and advocate for themto the best of ny
ability. This is me living you up to that philosophy and
not breaking my word. |'mnot going to sit up here and
tell you that | know a darn thing about electrical power or

this project or anything about |ines or nmegawatts or

anything like that. | know about agriculture. | know
about cattle. | can tell you howto treat a steer with
listeria. | can tell you why you don't buy a heifer that

the sale barn has witten "witch" across its forehead.
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Here is what | do know about this project, as a conm ssion

we offered to help representatives wth Inver Energy to
nmeet with the | andowners who are affected by this proposed
Tiger Connector project on farnms to answer questions to
hel p ease their fears and to open a dial ogue between the
two groups. The | andowners whol eheartedly and | nvenergy
refused. In sonme cases, the project cuts entire plots of
land in half. Mst of that is farmground. W asked Inver
Energy if they would consider follow ng the roadways to
keep fromdoing that to our farners especially, because |
don't know about you but if you try driving and naneuveri ng
| arge farm equi pnent, sonetinmes having those lines in the
m ddl e of your best fields, it does not work that well.
Agai n, the answer was no. That conversation ended very
quickly. Alternative solutions were not even given.

Again, it was a done deal. |Invenergy has gone on record
wth local nedia, |ike the Mexico Ledger |ast sunmer and
said that they do not have any M ssouri custoners for this
line and spur. So M ssouri |andowners have to suffer and
provi de power to those in other states. So howis this for
the greater good for Mssouri and M ssouri |andowners?
Again, is it really okay to allow the federal
admnistration buzz words of "green energy" to take away
the property rights of [andowners in the state for private

property for private gain. Mssouri electrical gridis
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fine. Qur power is strong and dependable. W do not

experience brown outs. Qur rates are reasonable. Audrain
County has several solar and wnd projects that are
currently working with property owners and not utilizing
this extreme clause or threat to | andowners for inmm nent
domain. They are working with them not against them W
have |istened to our county residents who |live along the
proposed route. They do not want the Tiger Connector.
They al so do not have faith in Invenergy or business
practices, nor do they want inm nent donain being used to
threaten theminto signing these easenents. The Audrain
County Conm ssion supports its residents. Please |isten as
t hey have spoken and all of us are going on record as
saying no to the Tiger Connector. Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you for your conments. |
have no questions. Allan Wnders.

MR WNDERS: A-l-l-a-n, Wi-n-d-e-r-s.

(Wtness sworn.)

JUDGE CLARK: \What would you like to tell the
conmm ssi oners?

MR. WNDERS: First of all, welcone to Audrain
County. | have the great honor of being the presiding
comm ssioner here and we appreciate that your comm ssion is
here. Welcone to all of you who have cone to voice your

opi nion. W appreciate very nuch if you're here. Wl cone
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even if you're not from Audrain County. W are glad that

you are here although we agree that there should have been
a hearing in each of the three counties. Wl cone and
congratulations to Gain Belt Express, LLC. You, as an
el ected official I know how difficult it is to get a room
full of people to agree on anything. | think by a show of
hands in a roomfull of people agree that you shoul d not
have i mm nent domain to do this project. As Conm ssioner
Meyers, we are in opposition for the project. M personal
reason for being in opposition is due to al nost exclusively
the use of immnent domain in this case. [Is it not an arns
| engt h negotiati on when one party this -- when both parties
know the outcome. | will be brief and sinply ask the PSC
to use the authority to protect our |andowners and not to
assi st a conpany on stepping on their private property
rights. Thank you. | will be happy to answer any
qguesti ons.

JUDGE CLARK: | have no questions. Thank you
very much. Tracy Graham

MS. GRAHAM  Tracy, T-r-a-c-y, R G aham
Gr-a-h-a-m

(Wtness sworn.)

JUDGE CLARK: Pl ease go ahead.

MS. GRAHAM  Again, thank you gentlenen and

t hank you comm ssion for being here and staff. | wll be
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as brief as the other three conm ssioners. M stance is

that it is not fair for Audrain County citizens who we
respect the property rights and always that they can be
told and what to do with imm nent domain. That is just not
appropriate for our citizens whether they are farners,
busi ness people, or anybody else. The other thing that
really bothers me is it's going to have a huge inpact on
the farmng and ag industry. |It's going to take production
| and out of production to be able to put these towers up.
Agai n, you've already heard frompeople how difficult it is
to use their equi pnent around those fields with those big
towers and equi pnment. The other last thing I will nention
Is that | have not seen any data that has direct or
positive inpact on services or electricity being provided
to the citizens of Audrain County. It mght be shipped
down to Col unbi a, Boone County, or places further south. |
see nothing that wll help any of the electrical grid in
Audrain County that I'maware of. That's all | have and |
woul d take any questi ons.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you. | have no questions.
GB Kai ser.

MR KAISER GB Kaiser, G as ingirl, Basin
boy, Kaiser, K-a-i-s-e-r.

JUDGE CLARK: [|'msorry. Can you please state

and spell your name for the record?
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MR KAISER Gas in --

JUDGE CLARK: |I'msorry. You just did that.

| apol ogi ze.

(Wtness sworn.)

MR KAISER | farmin Audrain County. This
proposed |ine goes through three of our farms. W -- there

Is one particular farmthere is 300 tillable acres. |

don't need a power line to farmaround. The other two are
the same way. Also it seens to ne that whenever one of

t hese projects cone about, we can't seemto get the right
people to listen to us. Everybody -- either we haven't got
t he enough noney or we haven't got enough guns or sonething
for anybody to pay attention to us. It is extrenely

| nportant that you keep in mnd sone day you're going to
need agriculture production to produce the food for this
country. W can't continue to put it under highways, put
It under poles, taking good agriculture production |and out
of service. It doesn't work. It also kind of |ooks to ne
this is one of themdeals like Russia and Putin. He wants
Ukraine, he's going to take it. That's kind of what Gain
Belt Express, LLC has tried to do. They are just going to
take it. It does not seemlike this is a fair way of doing
busi ness. | know nost of these people that worked all
their life to make what they have got. W don't need sone

I ndi vidual trying to take what we spent a lifetime paying
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for, paying taxes on for their own personal gain because we

are not really going to gain very much of anything. | just
come back from New Mexico. | saw a lot of wnd towers. |
saw a lot of wind towers that weren't working. Rust
runni ng down the poles. The seals, the shaft, sonmething in
that wndm |l had quit. They weren't repaired. |t doesn't
appear to ne that is an official way to nmake anythi ng work.
If it is not reliable, then we need to figure out sone
other way to do this. There has to be another way of
generating energy that is nore reliable and efficient
because when the green noney dries up, these guys are all
goi ng away and America has been fleeced again. That is all
| have got to say.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, M. Kaiser. Robert
Wayne W cox.

MR WLCOX: |'m Robert Wayne W/ cox,
R-o0-b-e-r-t, Wa-y-n-e, Wi-I-c-o0-x.

(Wtness sworn.)

MR WLCOX: Please go ahead.

MR WLCOX: Well, I'"'mone of the rare farners
here today that is in favor of this project. | have been
in favor of it since it came to ny recollection, they cane
bef ore the Randol ph County comm ssioner and |'ma retired
county conm ssioner. One of the first things that we did

and our presider at that point in time was an investigative
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reporter, retired, and so she set about |ooking at the high

vol tage DC lines around the United States. Eventually, |
went to M nnesota to see one of these high voltage DC |ines
and to interview the folks that operated that |ine. They
have kept neticul ous records about conplaints of people
that lived around those |Iines and any health probl ens.
There was not hing that had ever taken place. Now, that was
not a 4,000-volt, but it was a 2,500 high voltage |ine and
it is still in operation today. W visited with farners,

| and owners there and fol ks that have | arge farm ng
operations. They own they own airplanes. They did their
own spraying. They were able to apply under the |ines
because they were high enough and that's how they sprayed
and operated underneath those. |'ma Century Farm Omner.

| have |ike several of the other folks, | have three

pi pel i nes and one high voltage DC/ AC |i ne going across ny
farm This high voltage DC line will cross that high
voltage AC line and that was one of the things that I
wanted to see was | had been told there would be a big
fireball when they were both energized. | officially stood
right where the high voltage DC line and the AC |line
crossed and not hi ng was happening. There was nore than one
of us there. Yes, | also have supported M ssouri Farm
Bureau position on immnent domain reformand | am a past

County Farm Bureau president and currently sitting on the
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Randol ph County Farm Bureau board. | also have a been a

director of a rural electric cooperative for 33 years so |
get input nonthly on needs of electricity so on and so
forth. | do a lot of reading about the need for energy.
The big thing is you have to have reliable dispatchable
power if not, you have to have large cross country

transm ssion |ines whether they be DC or AC. (One of the
key things on this DC line can the power can either way.
Yes, it can is what | have been informed by the Invenergy
folks. | attended the early hearing and | asked them not
to continue to cut because they were showi ng up a path
across the country and creating another scar. | asked not
to do that. Well, they heard that and the next time they
brought a path back to Randol ph County, they were now
follow ng these pipelines in a lot of cases across the
state. So we have cut down on the anount of scars that we
were having to the United States. | was a helicopter pilot
wth the Arny National Guard for years. | have flown al
over the United States and you can see those scars. |
appreciate that. |'man avid quail hunter. | hunt turkey
on ny property. |In sone cases, the deer |ike that open
spots and that makes good places for those folks to hunt.

| have signed ny easenent. | have been able to work with
the folks and I ama well-known nane and | have not been

approached by any of the folks in the Am sh comunity. |
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have friends out there that have conpl ained to ne about any

problens there. | do not deny what Ms. O Bannon said
because she has been a very staunch a opponent to this and
we have always agreed to disagree on the project. |
definitely --

JUDGE CLARK: M. WIlcox, I'mgoing to ask you
townd it up just because you're going on four or five
m nut es.

MR WLCOX: Well, as | stated I'min favor of
the project because | supported it fromday one. Anybody
have any questions?

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you very much for your
comments. A systemny. Dave Stemme, Centralia, Mssouri.
My wife and | farmhere in Audrain County.

JUDGE CLARK: Are you related to or part of
the parties that would include Patricia Steme?

MR STEMME: Yes, she is ny wife.

JUDCGE CLARK: (o ahead.

MR. STEMVE: We farm here in Audrain, Boone,
Randol ph and Cal | away County and this power line is going
to affect several of our farns and we oppose it because |'m
not in favor of green anything. | think at this point in
time it's very expensive. | think its utility rates
tremendously. |It's going to make poor fol ks poorer and

going to nake sonme really rich folks richer. | am opposed
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to that if you have any questions.

JUDGE CLARK: No question. Thank you for your
coments. Patty MBride.

(Wtness sworn.)

M5. MCBRIDE: My husband Larry and | own | and
that this proposed line, the proposed Tiger Connector, is
wanting to cross. |I'mnot going to go into all of the
stuff | had all of that stuff witten out. Qur biggest
concern is he nentioned quail. W have a |lot of quai
hunters in our famly too that haven't been able to quai
hunt. Just this past fall, we saw a cub two or three tines
of quail, you know, that was huge. These guys cone
anywhere they are wanting to put it through in a fence row,
that's where the quail like to hang out. Destroy the cub
of quail that we just found. So we -- I'msure there is
other wildlife, but that specifically, the one where we
live, that will be inpacted. W also have grandchil dren.
They have tal ked about the inpact of these huge power I|ines
to young kids. They are at our house at |east once a week.
We don't want to expose them any nore than we have to al
of this stuff. Property, the value of our property, what's
going to happen then? Right know, land is high. Go
t hrough and put that power |ine through there, it's going
to decrease the value of our land and all of the connecting

| ands where we |ive. Plus, we have to pay property tax
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where we can no longer utilize the land. So we are paying

the property tax that sonebody el se is nmaki ng noney on.
That's not fair. W have spent a lifetinme trying to get --
trying to pay off that land and get it into -- to be
environmental |y conscious of what -- of the property and
make a productive land. Then we cone to nmai ntenance of it.
W have anot her power |ine that goes through, AC/ DC don't
know what it is, it's a line. They cone through
periodically and check poles and whatnot. A few years ago
they cane through and put new poles in. Ganted, these are
wood. |'massumng there wll be still with maintenance on
whatever it is Grain Belt is wanting to put up. So they
came in and put new poles in. It was wet at that tine,
tore the pasture up. It was our best pasture. Had that
pasture all tore up. D d their work. They were there, |
don't know, couple of weeks in and out. Did not correct
what they had destroyed. So we were left with ruts in the
pasture. | think it's been about ten years because in fact
they were just in there | ast week agai n doi ng sonething.
You can still see ruts where they were there putting those
new poles in. W were stuck wth that, another one of

t hose eye bl em shes, and having to correct what they tore
up again. You know, | don't know why they can't use, |
think Marilyn O Bannon nentioned earlier about using

ri ght-of-ways and they said no. Wwy? |If they are going to
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push back on that, | would think there needs to be a good

reason to do that. Those right-of-ways are there for a
reason. There is already electrical lines. Wy can't they
use that? How would you feel if this was going on your
land? If this was going to be a half mle fromyour house
or a quarter-mle fromyour house? How would you feel if
you had a bunch of strangers cone in and driving across the
edge of property, tearing up your |and? These strangers
are out there with your kids in the backyard. You know,
how woul d you feel if it was your property? | would Iike
for you to think about that. So obviously |I'm opposed to
this as well.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you for your conments.
|'msorry, I'"'mhaving a bit of a problemreading the next
nanme, Charles Geg Crawford.

MR CRAWFORD: |'msorry, nmy witing is not
very good. I'mCharles Geg Crawford, Ch-a-r-|-e-s,
Gr-e-g, Gr-a-wf-o-r-d.

(Wtness sworn.)

JUDGE CLARK: Go ahead.

MR. CRAWFORD: Qur farmwas identified as one
of the potential paths for Tiger Connector but ultinmately
t hey chose the path through our neighbor's farm |'m
opposed to the Grain Belt and Tiger Connector application.

Qur farm has been -- our famly has been farmng for nearly

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com




© 00 N o o B~ O w N P

N N NN NN P PR R R R PR R P e
g b~ W N BB O © 00 N O O &~ wWw N+, O

Public Hearing

) ) ) Page 47
a 100 years. Plus we have the Thomas Hi ||l Transm ssion

Li ne that runs across one of our farns, which is nuch

smal ler and far less environmentally intrusive than the
proposed Grain Belt and Tiger Connector transm ssion |ines.
So | can speak firsthand experience the construction
process causes extrene conpaction to the soil. |t takes
years to restore, which results in reduction in yields,

| ower reduction and economc |oss. The additional fuel and
| abor cost to maneuver around these bases adds up because
they are there forever. |In fact, we eventually stopped row
cropping a section of it and put it into pasture. W have
been considering adding to our irrigated acres, but these
transmssion lines make it nore costly and difficult to
justify. The use of airplanes and helicopters to top dress
fertilizer, insecticides, herbicides, and fungicides are
essential for farmng today. The gentlenman said they fly
under these transm ssion |ines, the ones we have are not
flying underneath the transmssion |lines. The reason they
don't fly is because of safety concerns for the planes.

The transmssion lines with their |arge bases inpact the
val ue of our farnms because it's nore costly to build
irrigation nethods and it takes |and out of production.
Gain Belt time after tinme has failed to be truthful. It's
ny understanding Gain Belt infornmed the PSC, you guys,

when they initially filed the application for inmm nent
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domain that they had all of their finances in place. |If

that's the case, then why are they seeking 80 percent of
the total cost of the project |oan fromthe Departnent of
Energy? We were told by Invenergy representatives there
that if they do not conplete this project without the |oan.
So therefore it looks like the original Gain Belt
application shoul d have been denied. Definitely if they
don't have the finances now, how do they have it for the
Tiger Connector? Wy wasn't Gain Belt upfront with the
PSC about their intention with this proposed Tiger
Connector? Was it their intent to get inmnent donain and
then come back later? |Is that a possibility? [|nm nent
domai n shoul d have never been given to a private

out-of -state conpany. | attended the Callaway Tiger
Connector public neetings. During those neetings, we asked
mul tiple representatives if there was -- if they intended
to utilize the Tiger Connector to transmt or purchase

| ocal solar. They enphatically all said absolutely not,
whi ch was another |ie because | have a copy of a |ease
agreenent fromlInver Energy WIIliansburg area in Callaway
County that they are trying to create their own sol ar
farms. Gain Belt clains significant cost savings to

M ssouri consuners but based on their track record, how can
we believe what they say. | inplore the PSC to obtain

verifiable evidence that supports these alleged clains.
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Germany has placed their transm ssion |ines underground to

m nim ze environnmental inpacts, which is nuch |ess
intrusive. So why not bury the lines and utilize existing
ri ght-of -ways al ong the road and hi ghways, which is far
nore less inpact to the farners, farmng, and everyday
citizens, which would solve a ot of the problens and
concerns. | don't know how a conpany qualifies when they
have no payi ng custoners or sustainable revenue sources.
The citizens should be assured these concerns are
elimnated and there is no longtermharnful effects due to
all of the uncertainty and Invenergy representation of
failing to be honest. | would strongly recommend denyi ng
Ti ger Connector application. Thank you for giving me the
time to share ny story.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you for your conment.
Dustin Hudson.

MR HUDSON: D-u-s-t-i-n, Hudson, common
spelling, Hu-d-s-o0-n.

(Wtness sworn.)

JUDGE CLARK: \What would you like to tell the
conmi ssi oners?

MR HUDSON:. Well, to start off with |'mjust
like -- nore or less, | think everybody here that disagree
wth this is all about our rights. Every day the

governnent takes nore and nore of our rights and they do
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and we all knowit. No. 1, nois no. |If it's such a great
deal there is other ways to do it. |If it is such a great

thing, there are other ways to do it besides taking
property and ot her people's rights just so one individual

or one conpany can nake noney. You know, and there is.
|'msorry, you guys may or may not, | don't know what you
all do for a living besides this. | have no idea. |magine
I f you were wal ki ng and sonmeone cones up to you and says,

"I can better utilize what you do by taking it fromyou and

payi ng you what | say it's worth or whatever we do.

However that works. | wll do better than you, but you're
still going to pay the taxes on it. You're still going to
have to deal with me. 1'mgoing to take what | want from

you and do what | want to do with it and which limts your
ability." That's ny biggest problemwth this. Since |
was a kid, since | was a kid, | watched H ghway 54 go in
and t hey denol i shed houses and took stuff. M old man told
me that is inmmnent domain. | thought howin the hell do

you take property from someone el se just for the public

good. | understand the public good. This is a private
conmpany. This is a private conpany. | don't agree with it
even if it is for the public good, | don't agree with it.

Li ke | said, nost of these people have worked their entire
| ives to have what they have just so we can ask and beg the

five of you or the four of you to beg you, please sir, do
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not take ny stuff. Please do not allow -- please do not

give this conpany the ability to take ny stuff. | showed
up and | don't have -- | didn't prepare anything because |
don't know what | want to say. |I'mlivid over this entire
thing. | have to stand up here to try and prove ny case to
four individuals that | don't know and don't know not hi ng
about me. | don't care. Don't blane ne. |'mnot trying

to be rude but | don't are about you. You know, try to

I magine if you were in our shoes. That's all | can say.
There is no need for this. |It's been said repeatedly.
It's for sonebody who wants to nake noney. | think nmaybe

w |l apply for certificate of convenience of necessity
because gentleman, | hate to say this | wll pay nore taxes
on your all's farmif you just paid for what | owe on it,
so there you go. W're good. | nean, anyway, that's all
have to say. |'mtotally against this for those reasons.
As well as anything else. W don't know environnental
concerns. W don't know many, many things but, you know,
it's just aggravating to say the absolute |east that we all
have to take the tinme out of our day to cone and in essence
beg the four of you people to not allowthemto take it.
|''m probably like the magjority that feel nost of you have
al ready been bought anyway. So | really hope that you're
not. | really, really, really hope that you do the right

t hi ng because, you know, all of us are citizens. This is
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about our rights. You all have anything for ne?

JUDGE CLARK: M. Hudson, thank you for your

comment s.

MR. HUDSON:  Yes, sir.

JUDGE CLARK: M chael Kelley.

MR. KELLEY: M chael Kelley, Mi-c-h-a-e-I,
K-e-1-1-e-y.

(Wtness sworn.)

MR, KELLEY: Good afternoon, conm ssioners and
staff. | amthe vice president and general nmanager for
Hubbel | Power Systens in Centralia, Mssouri. Thank you

for the opportunity to present a statenent in support of
Gain Belt's request to anend the certificate in neans of
necessity. For those not famliar with Hubbell, the
Centralia, Mssouri location is part of a group of
conpani es, which manufacture a wide variety of

di stribution, transm ssion, substation products for
utilities, with products for conmunication departnent as
well. If you look up a power pole, 80 to 90 percent of
what you see attached to the poles or towers are

manuf actured by conpani es of Hubbell. W have strong
presence in Mssouri with locations in St. Louis, Fenton,
Cuba, and Centralia. Over 750 enpl oyees work on the
Centralia canpus involved in the manufacturing, testing,

di stribution, engineering, marketing, and custoner service.
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The Centralia manufacturing canpus has been there for 116

of years and we are there to stay. An additional 530
Hubbel | enpl oyees work in the other three M ssouri |ocation
around the state. | give you this background because |
believe it's inportant for you to understand that due to
our |ong conpany history and capabilities of the things we
manuf acture, distribution capabilities that Hubbell was

sel ected to manufacture a wi de range of hardware assenblies
and ot her equipnent for the Gain Belt Express project.

Besi des manufacturing the product, Gain Belt also utilizes
the distribution center in Centralia as a staging point
bot h Hubbel | and ot her manufacturers for the Gain Belt
Express project. Hubbell wll also manage the |ogistics
for delivery of that material at job site locations. W
estimate around 65 jobs would be created to support the GBX
project and the Gain Belt Express will provide nore

af fordabl e power for our conpany and comunity ultimtely

| owering our costs for manufacturing and keeping us nore
conpetitive in this local econony. Having unani nously
ruled this project in the public interest previously, |
guess what's left to decide now is whether the project
delivers a greater share of power here in Mssouri. |
request that M ssourians and even project opponents asked
the Gain Belt Express for years. This anmendnent and the

Gain Belt Tiger Connector are necessary to neet that
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demand certainly froman electrical perspective. |nvenergy

Transm ssion, the owner of Grain Belt Express, continues to
be a corporate citizen and partner to | ocal businesses |ike
Hubbel | .  They worked with our conpany and ot her
construction suppliers, contractors, and businesses to
ensure M ssouri businesses are involved. Stakeholders in
billions of dollars in structure devel opnent that this
project wll bring to the region. | urge you to approve
t he amendnent in order to enable the significant additional
energy changes will provide to Mssouri energy consuners
and busi nesses |ike Hubbell. Thank you for your time. Any
guestions?

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you. C arissa Cauthorn.

MS. CAUTHORN: Good afternoon. M nane is
C arissa Cauthorn, Gl-a-r-i-s-s-a, CGa-u-t-h-o-r-n.

(Wtness sworn.)

MS. CAUTHORN: Good afternoon. Thank you for
having nme. | say that but | have to say but in that.
There are a |lot of things to be shameful for in this room
today. We should be shameful for the fact that all are nen
and wonen sitting in this roomfighting for their property
rights. Folks that have raised their children here, paid
property taxes, and hope to build hones in the future not
only for thenselves but for their children. They are

curious today that the Public Service Comm ssion today wll
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|isten to them and hear their concerns and go honme thinking

about how it inpacts themand the rest of us for
generations. There are folks in this roomthat may not
commrent but have to ne in the past that they have planted
apple trees, wal nut trees, pecans; roots here that have
been here for ages. M question is, is reconsidering this
hard enough? The other thing I find shaneful today is that
today is the only opportunity that we get to see you all
straight to your face and in your eyes. | have posted nore
publ i c hearings about this exact Tiger Connector than the
Public Service Comm ssion for these folks to plea their
case. | have friends in DC and tal ked to representation
for clean line that |obby for themthat have thought this
Is all but a done deal. | ask you as a Public Service
Commi ssion, is this just another check in a box for the

gol den parachute that |nvenergy seens to have in this state
or are you truly hearing what ny friends, neighbors, famly
menbers that | consider are saying? | ask this not only as
a nei ghbor but as the county farm bureau president, a

cattl eman ma board nenber, and soneone that plans to raise
her two children here with hopes that they will cone back
and raise their children as well. Public Service

Comm ssion, please take into consideration who the fol ks
are who support you with their tax dollars. Wo the folks

are that appoint you into this very high position. Thank
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you for your tine.

COW SSI ONER COLEMAN:  Thank you, Ms.
Cauthorn. You didn't nmention your county of residence?

M5. CAUTHORN: | live here in Audrain. |
apol ogi ze.

COW SSI ONER COLEMAN:  Who do you represent?

MS. CAUTHORN: Just nyself and ny famly.

COW SSI ONER COLEMAN:  Did | hear you say that
you are county Farm Bureau president?

M5. CAUTHORN: | amand | serve on our |ocal
cattl eman board.

COW SSI ONER COLEMAN:  And are you related to
John Caut horn?

M5. CAUTHORN: | am

COW SSI ONER COLEMAN:  How?

MS. CAUTHORN: | am his daughter-in-|aw
Don't hold it against ne, right?

COW SSI ONER COLEMAN: Too | ate. Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: W/ Iiam Hol | ander.

MR. HOLLANDER: Good afternoon. Am| close
enough to the mcrophone? | had sone dental work done, so
| apologize. My wife and | are |andowners. W own a
fairly large farm--

JUDGE CLARK: Wuld you state and spel |l your

name?
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MR. HOLLANDER: W I I|iam Hol | ander,

Ho-1-l-a-n-d-e-r. My wife and | own a fairly large
farm - -

(Wtness sworn.)

JUDGE CLARK: | apologize for interrupting
you.

MR. HOLLANDER: That's okay. Probably a
better |awer than a witness. My wife and | own a fairly
| arge farmin the path of the project. W rent nost of
farmto the Stemme's and partners and they do corn and
soybeans in our farns. W grow pecans on the rest of it.
| went to first grade here and I went to tenth grade here.
My parents bought that farm60 years ago. | live in St.
Louis right now and practice |law there. W are going to
retire here probably in the next year. W are not in favor
of the way the people have been treated. | don't want to
repeat a bunch of stuff that other people said so |I'm going
totry and say things that |I don't think people have. W
rely on that farmfor much of our inconme. | don't know how
much of nmy |aw practice can nove up here on Colunbia. It's
goi ng hanper the effect on us all of the things that have
al ready been nentioned. The gentleman who testified
mai nt enance under the wire, we lost alnost all of our crop
one year one year it was so dry. The renters paid to bring

in the plane to drop -- it was to wet -- so the payed to
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bring this plane in to drop down that saved our corn crop.

These were not planes that were flying under our wres.
They were out Chicago that came 1,000 mles using the whole
600-acres to turn around. W are not going to be able to
do that again if they this wire in and it's dry like that.
They spent a lot of time with the problens with the highly
erodabl e soil with guidelines fromfarmservices and office
up there that they have to conply with. W have been
trying to negotiate the farmbelt for 50 years to try and
avoi d anot her dust bow situation and now t hese peopl e want
to come in and build right in the mddle of their field
around. One thing that that was not nentioned and | they
tell us that the future is automated farm ng. Soon there
wll not be a farner in a tractor that is farmng ny farm

| don't think that is going to work very well when the
tractor runs into the electric wire and you have got a

| awsui t and you have got people injured or whatever. The
situation is these are big farns, big fields and big
operations. | go to the store in St. Louis and | can't get
all the food | want. They say there is a food shortage. |
can't get the brand | want. | had to buy the little
crackers and not the big crackers. W don't have an

el ectric shortage in Audrain County. | get fantastic
service and solid electric. It is better than ny electric

service in St. Louis. W do not want interference in our
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operation. W do not want run wres where we do not want

them The Stemmes farmby us is basically two squares on a
checkerboard that sit diagonal to our two squares and they
all join the sane corner. Wat | understand they want to
put that wire right through the corner that services four
different fields and four different farm ng operations
right now. W have already got all kinds of stuff com ng
in and out of there. M dad and his dad nade t hat
agreenent that we could drive across that corner and they
could drive across that corner so their field was

| andl ocked so we had access to both roads. Qur farmruns
fromH ghway D all the way to the county line. Couple
other things that maybe were not mentioned, these farnmers
-- I'mfromSt. Louis. | try cases in St. Louis County. |
come up here to court too, but | spend nost of ny tinme in
St. Louis the past 35 years. In St. Louis if sonebody
wants sonething and they don't like it, they wll stand up
and say that right away. These folks are quiet. | goto
Wl - Mart and they don't say nuch. They don't say sonething
unless it needs to be said. The fact that you have got
this whole group out here and upset. They are al nost

unani mously upset with the way they have been treated is
quite significant. If | had to, you know, as a | awer ny
job sonmetines is to get groups and get themnotivated. |If

| had to do that in St. Louis that would be a | ot easier
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than up here. It's kind of hard to get them on board.

What they nentioned is true, there is a whole silent

maj ority out here that has not conme forward because they
are afraid of being penalized or afraid of being

mstreated. People don't like awers and don't |ike

meani es. You tal k about whether this affects us. You know
what's supposed to be happening today? They are all
supposed to be farmng. There is nobody out there. The
cows are out there and there is nothing happening at ny
place. W were supposed to be putting up a grain bin.

They are here. They are not getting any paynent or

conpensation. It's very time consumng. They are worried
about it. They are laying awake at night. [I'mnot here to
tell you howto do your job. It says "Public Service

Comm ssion" right on the front. Don't forget the public
part. It's ny understanding that is who you are here to

| ook out for. W don't need this. [It's not necessary. W
have consolidated electric. W have adequate electric
service. It is not convenient for us. They think they can
run over us. At the end of the day, it comes down to what
the other guy said, sonebody else trying to think they know
better how to nake noney off of our land than we do. |
think that the whole thing is wong. | appreciate you
letting me talk. Do you have any questions for nme?

JUDGE CLARK: No. Thank you. Thank you for
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your coment s.

MR, SCHULTE: This is Andrew Schulte
representing Gain Belt Express. Just for clarification of
the record, M. Hollander, are you the same M. Hol |l ander
who is the intervener in the case?

MR, HOLLANDER: Correct. | failed to nention
t hat .

MR. SCHULTE: Thank you.

MR, HOLLANDER MWy wife and | are interveners.

JUDGE CLARK: Kelly Princeton?

MS. PRINCETON: | yield ny tine.

JUDGE CLARK: Geg Stowers.

MR, STOAERS: Charles Gegory Stowers,
Ch-a-r-l1-e-s, Gr-e-g-0-r-y, S-t-o-we-r-s.

(Wtness sworn.)

JUDGE CLARK: Pl ease go ahead.

MR STOAERS: | will just give alittle
background where | cone from | was born and raised in
Audrain County. | grewup in Ag and | have been a farner
basically ny entire life in sone formor passion. | was
also a real estate agent for 10 years and currently a
clainms supervisor for a |arge crop insurance. So ag runs
deep ny ny blood. Wth that being said, | also reside on a
farmthat | farmthat we have owned for over 125 years.

Luckily, one of our farnms was picked initially but it got
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nmoved so as |long as that doesn't change, we are in the

clear. Sone of the farnms that | do farmare going to have
the power lines across themat this tinme. So first | hope
this commttee is taking very seriously of allow ng the

| andowners rights being taken away for another conpany to
make profit on ground that is and have been the famly's
property that they have paid for, paid taxes, and spent
many years of sweat and bl ood maeking their ground grown.

If the decision is made to all owed Tiger Connector to go
through, this wll have many inpacts for nmany years to cone
I ncluding return on investnent, the claimof reference to
production of products, tine managenent efficiency, and
ultimately the ground |and and price. Qur ag products,
whet her |ivestock or row crops, will be inpacted due to

| npaction and renoval of high quality topsoil which wll
have a direct inpact on the production. To the managenent
aspect, when poles are added to the ground operation
efficiency will decline and obviously limts the
opportunity of bettering the ground, for exanple irrigation
or water managenent. Not only does this affect ny
generation, but will for every generation to follow |
don't believe in Invenergy in being a private conpany for
profit is offering all they can. Profit sharing and/or
cheap energy should be offered to the affected | and owners

or anyone cl ose enough to offset the future loss to the

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com




© 00 N o o B~ O w N P

N N NN NN P PR R R R PR R P e
g b~ W N BB O © 00 N O O &~ wWw N+, O

Public Hearing

Page 63
| and owners or the community. Also even though it may be

more expensive, |nvenergy could use current easements or
under ground but are choosing to go take other ground at the
public expense, which is wong. It should be at the
| nvener gy expense and not the | andowners. There is also a
community inpact that | don't think anyone can answer in
the longtermeffect and that is the health and the
environmental inpact. Once it is built, there is not
getting any of these inpacts back due to high voltage
| i nes.

Secondly, Gain Belt is applying for
t axpayer's noney that will ultimately pay for their
projects. At this tine, to my know edge, there has not
been anything built and has no incone to substantiate this
Is a viable business nodel on their first project.
| nvenergy has stated their energy will be so nuch cheaper
than others. There is no proof to this other than their
word. | don't believe our |ocal co-ops have signed on with
them | have major concerns as this project is nowin the
hands of a second conpany as the other has failed and yet
not hi ng has been built on the original project. They are
wanting to grab nore real estate for another project and
are now changing fromtheir original plan.

Finally, I would say this is bad business and

Is not in the best interest of the public. For sure not
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the | andowners who will ulitmately be forced to give up

their land rights. | would like to thank you for your tine
and consideration for all of the comments today.

JUDGE CLARK: John Burns.

MR, BURNS: M nane is John Burns, J-o-h-n,

B-u-r-n-s.

(Wtness sworn.)

MR BURNS: It's alittle redundant. | kind
of feel like I"'ma preacher the first time he's being

interviewed. Sorry. M name is John Burns and |'ma
resident of Callaway County for nore than 50 years. | live
on a Century Farmthat has been in ny wife's famly for
just close to 150 years. | would urge you to deny inmm nent
domain to the Tiger Connector proposed by Invenergy. This
Is a for-profit conpany not a public utility as they woul d
present thenselves. |Inmnent domain requires three things,
three parts. The first is the property taken nust be for
the public use only? Second, just conpensation nust be
paid for the | andowner in exchange for the property. These
lines in many cases will destroy a noving -- |I'msorry,

W ll destroy a small farmdue to the tower |ocations. |
personally know a famly noving froma famly home due to

t he proposed tower location. This would be fromtheir
house. The third is that no person can be deprived of

their property without due process of law. So for-profit
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company wants to cut a Iarge swatch to many counti es

bul I yi ng, threatening, or suing the | andowner. Many are
elderly living alone and these people cone in and terrorize
themforcing themto agree under the threat of a lawsuit.
These folks can't afford a | awer and all the expense
Involved with legal fees just to keep their own |and. |
have been in neetings with these reps and they are rude and
use bullying tactics. One neeting of county conm ssioners
they told themthey could basically do whatever they
wanted. They didn't care what the county conm ssioners
wanted or what the county wanted. They would do what they
want ed. They could bury the lines as was done in Gernmany,
which woul d alleviate a |ot of the problems. The PSCis
the Public Service Conm ssion, your job is to protect the
citizens of the state of M ssouri from conpanies with
guestionabl e practices. This conpany is very questionable
in view of the fact they need to take taxpayer noney to
build a project that Mssouri residents don't want or need.
The custoners they say they have are basically bought wth
the promse of alnost free electricity. Please do not give
them any nore power to destroy the farns and |lives of the
M ssouri residents. Do not give themthe ability to steal
anynore property fromthe farners. Thank you. Any
guestions?

JUDGE CLARK: None. Thank you. Susan Burns.
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MS. BURNS: M nane is Susan Burns, |ast nanme

I's B-u-r-n-s.

(Wtness sworn.)

JUDGE CLARK: Pl ease go ahead.

MS. BURNS: Al right. Thank you for letting
me cone and speak a few mnute. |'mnot going to cover al
of the things that everybody el se has covered, which is
most of what | was going to say. What | really want to try
to share with the PSC today is ny feeling -- the Gain Belt
I's not comng across ny land. That was ny husband t hat
just talked. | own a Century Farmand | have been there the
whole 75 years of ny life. | amapart of the comunity and
community works together. They play together. They suffer
together. So you heard in ny husband's voice his enotion.
Not that the Grain Belt is going across his land but it's
goi ng across his neighbor's |and and we care about our
nei ghbors. So you are destroying a community, not just a
farm \Wien the farns begin to fail, the farns around t hem
wll beginto fail. Wth when the grid cones in of this
size and brings in other green energy, which for sure it
wll. You heard anot her gentleman say he was holding a
| ease and | have seen it, that Invenergy has offered to
| ease ground to begin solar operation and it's within five
mles of where the Invenergy station is in Kingdomcity.

We know that they are com ng and plan to bring w nd
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turbines here and that's going to cover all of our

farmand. So Gain Belt is kind of like -- they cone in
and they bring all of the peripheral things with them

They are using i mm nent donmain to be able to come in and
control these whole entire comunities. So | would ask you
to think about that as well as you think about these

I ndividuals that are going to suffer. [It's going to make
the whole comunity suffer and the whole county and
eventually | think the whole state. Thank you for
listening to ne.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you for your conmments, M.
Burns. Charl es Henke.

MR. HENKE: CGood afternoon. Charles Henke,
Ch-a-r-l-e-s, He-n-k-e. First of all thanks for hearing
us out. Sorry.

JUDGE CLARK: | need to swear you in

(Wtness sworn.)

MR. HENKE: | have been at this quite a few
years now, over a decade. O course you all approved the
first line, but | believe thisis alittle different. This
seens like it's being pushed through pretty quickly. | ask
that you all deny this Iine mainly because it's a new |line.
This isn't a spur. This isn't a adjoining line. It's a
new line wth a new destination for electricity. They are

wanting to change the converter station. In order to do
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that they should have to start over. They should be back

to square one for the conmpany. They shouldn't just be
allowed to be granted a free pass and it sure seens |ike
what's been happening here. W have been good faith
negotiation with Grain Belt for quite a few years now.
First of all, we deal with contract line staff, let's just
say they haven't willing to negotiate at all. The main
point | was wanting to nmake when negotiating with themis |
wanted to nove the line a few hundred feet. | think it's
about 200 feet or less. Wat it will do, we have already
done a path through sone tinber where we would Iike for the
line to go. They want to cut a new path right next to it.
It's going to make a big w de open space. Actually on the
eastern edge of the property, there is a section of tinber
there and they want to go directly through the center of it
and taking out a lot nore trees. It wll also create a

w nd tunnel, which will later affect the crops. Al so right
where they want to put it is right where all of calves
calve in the mddle of Septenber and it can be hot so they
need the shade. | have asked many, many tines if they wll
move the line just a few hundred feet to the north and
every tinme they will not even negotiate. They say no.
That's where the line is going, tough. As far as the
dol I ar conpensation, we have negotiated many tinmes wth

Contract Land Staff and now Polsinelli. They won't raise
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their offer. They will inply inmmnent donmain, so they
won't do it. | know part of the reason is because |'mup
here speaking. | guarantee you this will be used agai nst

me in our negotiations. 100 percent chance it will. |
have been a very vocal voice since the beginning and they
are using it against me now. | also feel strongly enough
that, you know, you got to stand for something otherw se
you're just going to get pushed around. | feel very

passi onate about this because it's going right through the
center of ny farm Myving that line, it won't affect
anybody el se. The one thing it wll affect is less trees
wll be cut down and it will nmake it easier for us to
handl e the cattle on that property. They will have nore
shade so on and so forth. Wy are they allowed to

conpl etely reroute and nove electricity and nove their |ine
but they won't negotiate with | andowners and make it better
on the land that we own and better on us, too. They won't
doit. | wll tell youin that contract, | don't know if
you all have been able to see it, but it is very flawed.
One of the things init was in the contract they handed to
me said they would not pay damages to us after conpletion
of the project. So if somnething happens and they cone

t hrough, we're out. Tough. W won't get paid. They cone
t hrough and destroy crop, that's just tough for us. |'m

tal king ten years down the road or whatever it is that
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happens. Also | can tell you this roomwould be a |ot nore

full if the people that have already signed easenents
unwi I lingly were allowed to cone. | know a | ot of people
have signed easenents only because of the threat of
| mm nent domain. They were as passionate as ne about them
com ng here. They were told by Polsinelli that if they
were to publicly bad nouth the conpany or the project, they
woul d not be paid the rest of their conpensation. Mny,
many people have told me that. People that have already
signed. One thing that kind of stuck with me in the
comments here is M. Wlcox said that he was for it. Wl
part of it is he gets paid by Gain Belt.

MR WLCOX: That is a lie.

MR. HENKE: We find out why the Randol ph
County Comm ssioners were voted out. He chose not to run
but he also knew there was no way he woul d be el ected again
because of this project. Again, | just ask you all to --
and | don't know the whole M. WIlcox deal. It may be.
haven't heard that. | jut heard that runor that he was
being paid by Gain Belt on several occasions. So that's
all speculative and not -- | obviously don't know that for
sure. But | have heard that for many, many years. | do
know that there is no way that any of the county
conmi ssioners that voted for this or were in favor of this

woul d ever get el ected again because the people of the
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county are affected all the way across the state are that

passi onate about this.

JUDGE CLARK: |'mgoing to cut you off here.
CGood.

MR HENKE: That's all | have to say.

JUDGE CLARK: Any questions?

MR SCHULTE: M. Henke, you indicated that
M. WIcox was being paid by the conpany and then wal ked
t hat back as speculation. |s the claimthat Polsinell
told sonebody?

MR. HENKE: So that claimcanme fromthe
| andowner thensel ves.

MR, SCHULTE: But did you hear that?

MR. HENKE: | heard that directly from-- are
you tal ki ng about they spoke out publicly against themthey
woul dn't be paid the rest of the noney?

MR, SCHULTE: Yes, | heard that directly from
t he | andowners.

MR, SCHULTE: You did not hear that directly?

MR. HENKE: Not fromPolsinelli. It was from
two | andowners and one | andowner sai d another person said
the same thing if that nakes sense.

MR. SCHULTE: You have no firsthand know edge
of that?

MR. HENKE: No, not directly from Pol sinell
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White. Just directly with the | andowners that dealt with

Pol sinelli Wite.

MR SCHULTE: One other question. The path of
the line that you were discussing, that's on the high
vol tage direct current line, not the Tiger Connector?

MR, HENKE: That is correct. | was mainly
sayi ng that because why should they be able to reroute the
| ine when they are not willing to reroute the line, why
shoul d they be allowed to reroute counties and mles away
fromthe original plan. That's why | say they should have
to start over at square one, instead of being just passed
t hr ough.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you for your coments. W
do have anot her questi on.

COW SSI ONER HOLSMAN: | f you could get in
touch with the individuals who supposedly told you that the
law firmsaid they could not cone and could not bad nouth
or whatever was said, if you could have themreach out to
the O fice of Public Counsel or the staff of the
Comm ssion, that would be information that we woul d
definitely want to have and | woul d encourage that.

MR HENKE: | wll greatly try. | can
honestly tell you that they are scared to be honest. They
are scared of the ramfications that wll happen to them

| can't force themto be here. | can't force themto do

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com




© 00 N o o B~ O w N P

N N NN NN P PR R R R PR R P e
g b~ W N BB O © 00 N O O &~ wWw N+, O

Public Hearing

] ] Page 73
it. | will try as hard as | can to do that.

JUDGE CLARK: Do you have any other questions?

MR SCHULTE: Again -- well, | don't have any
further questions.

JUDGE CLARK: W had an outburst during that.
| would ask that we not have any others. You may not agree
w th what somebody el se says but please respect their right
to stand up here and give their opinion. Lance Spaul din,
Is there a Spaul din | ast nane?

MR. SPAULDIN:. Yes. Larry Spaul din,
S-p-a-u-1-d-i-n.

JUDGE CLARK: Sorry, M. Spauldin. | had sone
difficulty readi ng your nane.

(Wtness sworn.)

MR. SPAULDIN: | got two or three questions so
| won't be here long. Mbst everything since | have gotten
ol der involves public land. Last tinme | read the reports,
solar and wi nd power wasn't efficient wthout governnment
subsidizing. That's the No. 1 question. No. 2 question,
just say for instance | give $500.00 an acre for my | and.
Just say soneone cones along and offers me $15, 000. 00 an
acre. Do you think capital gains tax, would | end up wth?
Then we tal ked about Hubbell, | never knew Hubbell being in
the concrete business. So if anybody has any questions to

ask me. | got one other thing, if | hear what the reports
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are | don't know that the Public Service Conm ssion has got

the authority to do it without changing the |aw.

JUDGE CLARK: (Ckay. M. Spauldin, thank you
for your comments. Jeffrey Martin.

MR, MARTIN Jeffrey Martin, J-e-f-f-r-e-y,
Ma-r-t-i-n.

(Wtness sworn.)

MR MARTIN. M. Chairman and nenbers of the
Comm ssion, nmy name is Jeffrey Martin and | amthe Director
of Carroll County Chanmber O Commerce and | al so work
closely wth Carroll County Conm ssioners. Carroll County
has been a | ongterm supporter of the Grain Belt Express.
Gain Belt has already given back to our conmmunity a great
deal . Last year for exanple they handed out business
grants to non-profit organizations in our county. The
Grain Belt has and continues to be a valued part of our
comunity. During and after the Gain Belt construction,
Gain Belt will becone one of the | argest property
taxpayers in Carroll County. As with nany counties with
our size, we face budget issues. So having this added
econom c driver will make a big difference to our
residents. Specifically the added tax base will benefit
our local schools greatly and wll help pay for increased
salaries to essential personnel |ike our sheriff.

Addi tionally many individuals and businesses in Carroll
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County struggle to support the rising energy costs, which

Is why we are also in full support of the Tiger Connector.
As soneone who spends a lot of tinme dealing with businesses
and wor king on finances, | can assure you the Tiger
Connector will be a benefit to our county and to

M ssourians. | would like to thank you for your tine. |If
you have any questions.

COW SSI ONER COLEMAN:  You just nmde it a
point to discuss Grain Belt's contribution to property
taxes. That they will be paying high property taxes. Sone
of the coments we heard today from numerous people in the
audi ence have been about the fact that they will be paying
property taxes on land they can't use. Can you clarify for
that for me in any way?

MR MARTIN. | can't go into specifics but ny
understanding is they will be contributing to the property
taxes. During any construction phase, there will also be
addi tional property taxes on any equi pment and vehicles
that are used on that construction as they are stored
t here.

COW SSI ONER COLEMAN:  So annual ly | pay
property taxes and sone years -- depends on what |'m paying
It on. So are you saying that basically these property
owners or property taxes will be offset by what Grain Belt

Is paying in their property taxes or do you know? You
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didn't cone here as a tax professional, but since you
brought it up | need to know what you know.

MR MARTIN | don't know nuch nore than ny

understanding is there will be sone property tax benefits.
So the specifics, | really couldn't get into with you.

COW SSI ONER COLEMAN:  Ckay. Thank you.

MR, MARTIN  You're wel cone.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you for your conments,

M. Martin. Roger Fischer.

MR FI SCHER: Thank you for the opportunity to
come before the comm ssion. Wuld you please state and
spel | your nane for the record?

MR. FI SCHER: Roger Fischer, R o0-g-e-r,
F-i-s-c-h-e-r.

(Wtness sworn.)

MR FISCHER: | cone today because | represent
Cal | away County. | ama Western District Conm ssioner.
attend the neeting today with the grace of the other two
comm ssioners and we all ask for you to deny the
application by Gain Belt. The primary reason that --
wel I, the single reason we do not believe they qualify for
the use of inmnent domain by not being able to, at our
| evel and through the public neetings, information
available to us publicly justify in our mnd necessity. So

outside of the other two comm ssioners, | believe that nost
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every ot her devel opment of this size requires environnental

studies. W have yet to see any environnental studies
especially for the nature of other things that have stopped
and sl ow ng down other projects in our county right down to
our bridges that we put across our county roads. W often
have to have an environnental and that includes how it
affects bats and birds of prey. W haven't that. Perhaps
you have. | cannot inmgine you woul d have anythi ng that
woul d trangress this many counties in the state of M ssour
and not show environnental studies for each of the counties
that it passes through. Another thing that | personally
have a problemwth is that if they were granted i nm nent
domain by the Public Comm ssion, the valuation of
1.5 percent only 20 nonths ago nost of the cropland in our
area coul d have been bought for around $4,000.00 to
$5, 000.00. Twenty nmonths later, we are $10, 000.00 plus
what ever you want to pay above that. |It's often going for
around $12,000.00 an acre now. So if you take that 1.5
times 20 nonths ago, you wouldn't even be at the value it
Is today. You would be right there. It's not a premum
1.5 is not a premumprice to pay for anything under duress
of immnent domain. Wth that, | wll take any questions.
JUDGE CLARK: No questions for you. Thank you
for your time. Brian.

MR. SCHNARRD: Brian Schnarrd, B-r-i-a-n,
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S-c-h-n-a-r-r-d.

JUDGE CLARK: \What would you like to tell the
conmm ssi on today?

MR. SCHNARRD: One of the things, | live in
Boone County, but | do farmin Audrain County and this is
crossing sone farns that | do farm One of the experiences
| had is one elderly land |ady that owned the farmwas cal
ed and wanting to do survey on her farm WAs not given who
or why or what they were surveying for. She was quite
upset about it. | had to calmher down and everyt hi ng.
Made her feel better. The only people that | can think of
woul d be serving is this power |ine because there is
nothing el se going on around it. That kind of bothers ne
that they do things |like that especially with an elderly
| ady and she has a hard tine understandi ng these kinds of
things. It really upset her. The other thing I would Iike
to dois this would be ny 53rd crop year in this part of
the country. You know, | have been farmng all of nmy life.
| have been here for 53 years. M son and ny daughter are
going to be taking over and hopefully they will do it
anot her 50 years and so forth. Every year we have to farm
around these structures. Equipnent is getting |like

sonebody el se said, we have 120-foot boons, 60-f oot

planters and it's an obstacle take to go around. | don't
know how many of you have an agricul ture background. It's
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an obstacle to go around. One of the things when we are

putting herbicides on, we're putting on rates down to five
ounces per acre. Wen we start doubling up, that doubles
the rate and that's when you start getting danmages crops
trying to go around these objects. That affects crop
production. One of the other things that bothered when we
had our meetings earlier with this conpany in Mexico here,
they were one of these is right along a boundary line of a
farm | asked them what kind of easenment and everything
and they said 150 feet. | said well, do you put your posts
right along the edge. They said no, we put it 75 into the
field. There is no reason why they can't nove it over and
put it right on the boundary line or real close to it so it
becones | ess of an obstacle. They seemw lling to not even
di scuss any other way. So this kind of bothers and what
ki nd of negotiations we're going to have if they take it

W th immnent domain. They need to be able to work with
the farmers so we can work the rest of our lives. To give
you a hint how much these poles or structures cause |ike

t oday, ny son and daughter are working with Boone El ectric,
which is our Cooperative, we are burying the power |ines
into to our farmso we can elimnate about a dozen poles in
the anount of our fields. |It's costing a ot of noney to
get that done but it's sonmething. You know, we know how

much these structures costs when we operate our in our
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fields. That's not even considering what's comng in the

future with the tractors and so forth. W use GPS and all
of that. I'ma little bit concerned with this high of
voltage and if our GPS signal will work that well around.
If you're going across the field and your tractor junps
five feet off and I have to get it back online, you just
messed up that pasts through the field. You either have to
turn around and straighten it out or do sonmething. So |
just want -- that's what | wanted to bring up. You got to
think about if this line ever quits being used, who is
going to get rid of it? | haven't heard nothing about how
to decomm ssion this thing and how to nove the structures.
This always concerns ne. Electric poles, a wooden one, we
can get rid of them \Wen you are tal king about a
structure 200 feet tall and probably has 50 to 75-yards of
concrete under it, that's a different story. That's all |
wanted to bring forward here. Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: Dennis Farmer? Dennis Farnmer?
Joe O Bannon? Joe O Bannon? Marilyn Smth.

MS. SMTH | amMarilyn Smth, Ma-r-i-l-y-n,
Smi-t-h.

(Wtness sworn.)

MS. SMTH: | -- ny son and | -- can you hear
me? My son and | farmin northwest Callaway County. W

farm about 2500-acres and the Grain Belt Express wants to
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send that Tiger Connector diagonally across his farm

across two big rowcrop fields. |It's also going across a

| ot of our neighbor farms. Sone of them are here today and
sonme of themaren't. But | think it's worth for you to
hear their names: Dave and Pat Stemme, Timand Mary

MG udtry, Patty and Dale Giffith, Jason and Mary Smth,
Bill and Annabel | e Day, Dave and Mary Wnkler, Carlos and
Vera Coke, M chael and Jordan Christenson, Dustin Hudson,
who is here, Toadd and Amanda Vaughan. These lines are
going to be going into the range of power solar field from
there on. | wanted to talk to you a little bit about
farnmers and how they feel about land. | can do that by
tal ki ng about ny own experience. It took ny famly 32
years to pay for nmy land. Thirty-two years of sacrifice,

| ong hours, and working together to achieve our dream |t

was not the end that we kept our eyes on. |t was the
journey along the way. It was the joy of purchasing |Iand
and cleaning it up and putting that first crop in. It was

seeing the pride in ny eight-year-old son's snmle when he
finally was allowed to drive the tractor during harvest.

It was nunmerous neals brought to the fields to feed hungry
wor kers and scores of fast trips to town to get parts. It
was the opening of a fertilizer business to boost our

I ncone so we could continue noving forward. There was

sorrow al ong the way but we kept noving anyway. That
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ei ght-year-old boy grew up and was thrust into the role his

daddy held for so long. W kept our eyes on the prize and
we found joy in a new generation of Smth's that |earned
how to raise cattle, grow corn, and drive tractors as well.
Now Grain Belt Express wants to use our land and | say no.
There is no amount of noney we would take to allow themto
do that. | went to a neeting in Mberly a couple of weeks
ago and it was put on by the Departnent of Energy and Gain
Belt's Express wants to borrow sone noney. They want a
guaranteed federal loan. | asked how nmuch they were
wanting to borrow. | got a letter back from Angel a Ryan
and this is what she says:

"Regardi ng your question pertaining to the
Central Federal Loan Guarantee Amount, the Departnent of
Energy is currently evaluating several financial,
technical, environnental, and | egal aspects of the
application to determ ne the anount which woul d be
potentially be authorized if the federal |oan guarantee is
approved. Although we cannot provide an exact number at
this time, the Departnment of Energy is authorized to
provide up to 80 percent of eligible project costs."

You have a | ot of power as the Public Service
Comm ssion. \What | see is that Gain Belt Express wants to
use our tax noney, as well as federal subsidiaries through

the Inflation Reduction Act of 2023 to build sonething that
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we do not want on our land. | ask you not to give Grain

Belt Express the power to use inm nent donain. Mike them
bury their if they insist on doing this and do that al ong
exi sting roads. Questions?

JUDGE CLARK: No questions. Thank you. That
was the last person | had signed up to speak today. |Is
t here anyone else that would like to offer comments to the

comm ssion? Wuld you please say and spell your name for

the record.

MS. SNYDER: Mary Snyder, Ma-r-vy,
S-n-y-d-e-r.

(Wtness sworn.)

JUDGE CLARK: Go ahead.

M5. SNYDER: | come froma long |ine of
farnmers as well. | don't know where you all live or what

you do but | hope you can understand how deeply rooted
people are in their farmng. |If you live in town, do you
want your nei ghbors running through your yard or do you
want sonebody to pull up a tractor and do something in your
backyard? This is sonething very personal to these people.
| just ask that you decline and vote no. That's it. Any
guestions?

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you for your comments. IS
t here anybody else that wanted to offer comments to the

conm ssi on today?
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MR. THOWSON. Good afternoon. M nane is

Mark Thompson, Ma-r-k, T-h-0-mp-s-o0-n.

(Wtness sworn.)

MR, THOWSON. |'ma conm ssioner from Adair
County. I'ma farnmer. | know what's going on. | was
involved in Mark Twain Transm ssion Line. | knew a |ong
time ago that you treat people |like you want to be treated.
Ameren Illinois decided since | was their neighbor that if
| didn't would give themperm ssion to grant them
perm ssion to conme through our county, they were going to
sue ne. Wiat did they do, they sued ne. |If | didn't give
t hem perm ssion to conme through. Do you want people to
treat you like that? Nd | testified at the time during the
Mark Twain Transm ssion Line to ny Public Service
Comm ssi on and shared with themthe concerns that we had
W th Adair County in northest M ssouri about the
adversarial relationship of a utility comng in. W
weren't concerned about themcomng in and using inm nent
domai n, but treat people |ike you want to be treated.
Public Service Comm ssion, | know that you are serving the
state and public in this area. Last year | was the vice
president of the County Comm ssion Association of the state
of Mssouri. So |'mconcerned about the people, not only
In the counties here where Gain Belt is comng through,

but the entire state of Mssouri. W cone here as a group
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wth a concern. | ask that you take a good close | ook at

this and deny the G ain Belt to conme through here. Do you
have any questions?

JUDGE CLARK: W have no questions. |Is there
anyone el se who wanted to offer coments? Before you start
testifying, could you come to the m crophone pl ease?

MR. BETES. Billy Dean Betes, B-i-Il-ly,
D-e-a-n, B-e-t-e-s.

(Wtness sworn.)

MR BETES. | was going to direct a question
to the Hubbell representative, M. Kelley. | worked with
Hubbel | for many years. | started with AB Conpany. He

made the comment they woul d produce el ectrical products for
this conpany. He said he would potentially put on 60-sone
ot her employees. | won't go into all of it but when |
retired in July of 2020 because of ny wife's health, | left
there as a journeyman tool |ead person. Wen ny wife
passed away in January of |ast year, they had been strained
of a design engineer. Larry Kelley, which was the plant
engi neer, they asked nme to cone back to work because they
could not fill my position. Wen | went back to work, |
wor ked for themfrom February 28 until April 8. There was
people -- they were bleeding for help because the conpany
was not treating themcorrectly. They still are very

understaffed. Especially the positions of welders, and the
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machinist; you can't hire people off the street to do these
jobs. | cane here to tell M. Kelley you can't fill your
porter the way that you want themfilled. As | said, | own

alittle bit of property in Callaway and I own a little bit

of Audrain of ny parents when they passed away. |'mnot a
farnmer. | tried doing |ivestock, but |I have a are

appreci ation for people that do that. | amvery nuch
against this. I'mlike the rest of them it does not
benefit us. |'mafraid it's going to -- anyway | will stop
there. | appreciate your tine. | just wanted to -- | was

hoping | could address M. Kelley because their conpany is
having difficulty maintaining the level it used to do when
they ran it years ago. Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you for your comments. |Is
t here anybody el se who wi shes to nake comments? Sir, could
you pl ease state and spell your nanme?

MR STEMVE: Warren Stemme, Wa-r-r-e-n
S-t-e-mme.

(Wtness sworn.)

MR. STEMVE: Thank you to the conm ssioners
and staff for allowng ne to make a few coments.
Initially | hadn't intended to speak today, but | wanted to
make a few points after hearing the testinony of everybody
here. M famly has owned property in Audrain and Boone

County for about 60 years, so we're sonmewhat newconers.
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Sonme of the fol ks that have been here for many years

longer. | do operate a farmrow crop operation in St.
Louis county, so |I'man endangered species, one of the few
left farmng in that area. | have dealt with utilities and
easenents for ny entire career, 30 plus years, sonetines on
a daily basis. Wen dealing with those utilities, | know
where they are going and what the purpose is and what to
expect fromthem | have learned a ot of things. Howto
grant the easenent, so on and so forth, how to get
conpensated both for the easenent, crop |oss or whatever
When | | ooked at this project, the connector, | see snoke
and mrrors. They are initially saying they are going to
bring the power to Boone County and surroundi ng areas, but
as one of the gentleman said, farnmer conm ssioner, that
power can go both ways on this direct current line. |
think the longtermis they are going to take power
generated fromsolar farns and take it out of the
community. Operating |large farm equi pment, we have
AmerenUE, | know you have probably heard of them high

vol tage lines and towers on our property in St. Louis
County, and it is an extrene pain in the butt to operate
around them | cannot upsize sone of nmy equi pnent because
of restrictions of where these towers are placed with
respect to property lines and adjoining property owners, SO

on and so forth. | wll tell you as one of the previous
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speakers had questioned, what happens to farm equi pnent,

| arger pieces that we have GPS, d obal Positioning System
| will tell you fromexperience, and this happened to ne
| ast week, driving underneath one of these high power
lines, the GP S systemshuts down. In fact, the nmachine
stopped with it. So there are affects to the farm
equi pnment. | think you should consider this an entirely
new proj ect because of the ability of this line to take
power both ways. |It's not -- you may initially bring power
i nto Boone County and this region but ultimately it's going
to take power out. So | wll end there. |[If there is any
questions | would be glad to try and answer them

JUDGE CLARK: No questions. Thank you. |Is
t here anyone el se who wants to offer comments to the
conm ssi on?

MR RIDDEL: I|'man intervener. Am/|l allowed
to say anything here?

JUDGE CLARK: Yes, yes conme on up to the
m cr ophone.

MR RIDDEL: M nanme is Gary, Ga-r-y, R ddel
Ri-d-d-e-I.

(Wtness sworn.)

MR RIDDEL: | only have one question, you
can't answer questions but | want to nmake a point.

Thonpson with Consolidated Electric transmssion said in a
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meeting before |ast August that wind energy is intermttent

energy. That it is not consistent. Wnd comes and goes.
Consequently he also said that if their conpany he is
associated with bought power fromw nd energy, they would
have to establish alternate sources of energy to conpensate
for that when the wi nd does not produce anything. So in

ot her words they would build a gas-fired power plant to
come along the |line when w nd energy ceases to produce
anything. Therefore |I'mjust asking and asking you to
consi der how can that be efficient? How can that add $4.4
billion to our electricity because they are going to have
an investnent there that will only kick on probably

25 percent of the tine. W are going to be charged for
that as well as whatever was paid for the wnd energy. W
consi stently have sone of the cheapest power in the country
i n Audrain County and in Boone County. | don't desire to
see it be increased because we have to pay for intermttent
energy as well as power source to replace it when w nd
energy doesn't produce. Those are ny conments. Everything
el se has been said. | just thank you for giving ne the
opportunity to say that. It's a point that hasn't been
raised today and | think it's an inportant point. | don't
see how this is going to produce $4.4 billion worth of
energy savings. That's it. | amopposed this, let's be

cl ear about that. No questions?
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JUDGE CLARK: No questions. Thank you for

your tinme. |s there anybody else that wanted to go for
publ i c coments?

MR, SCHULTE: Judge, before we go off the
record, can | make a clarification just for the record?

JUDGE CLARK: What do you nean clarification?

MR, SCHULTE: Regarding a statenent about the
Pol sinelli's position regarding participation in these
matters?

JUDGE CLARK: No, | would ask that you don't.

MR, SCHULTE: The reason | ask to make it now
I s because we are going to have another one of these
tomorrow. | wanted to let the public know what our
position is.

JUDGE CLARK: | believe you specifically asked
or Polsinelli specifically asked if they could nmake a
statenment at the beginning and you said no. I|'mgoing to
stick by that and you are not going to nake any ot her
further statenents.

MR, SCHULTE: (kay. Many other parties have
made statenents and | just want to correct a m sstatenent
that was on the record that |I'm concerned about.

JUDGE CLARK: Why don't you just briefly go

ahead. |If parties wish to have it struck, they can.
MR, SCHULTE: Just wanted to let -- | want it
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to be on the record it is not nor has it ever been Gain

Belt or Polsinelli's position that the easenents have
anything that woul d prevent participation in these
proceedi ngs or any statenents about their experience,
positive or negative.

JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Thank you.

M. SMTH That is alie. Qur famly has
been --

JUDGE CLARK: Again, I'mgoing to say no
outburst, please. There were a |lot of people here today.
This went on for a while. | appreciate all of the
I nvol vement of what the comm ssion does. | would like to
t hank everyone who took tinme out of their day today to cone
and offer comments to the conm ssion. The comm ssion does
take these comments very seriously. They do consider them
t hese public hearings, and | know that sone of you are
di sappoi nted. W al so have another virtual one tonorrow.
These are our opportunity to hear fromthe community. W
appreciate that. |It's our only opportunity outside of the
evidentiary hearing in which we hear only fromthe parties.
If you get hone today and you didn't nake conments but you
realized that you wanted to or in talking with friends or
nei ghbors and they wanted to offer conments to the
comm ssion, a local public hearing is not the only place to

offer those coments. You can also offer comments by going
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to the Public Service Comm ssion webpage. It is the link
by which you can offer coments. You can also, | believe

of fer comments within Public Counsel and contact their
of fice but sending those conments that are filed with the
conm ssion. Are you okay, sir?

| f you have further questions, you can
obvi ously contact the conpany, also the Public Counsel, or
you can contact PSC Consuner Services at (800)392-4211.
Wth that, | will adjourn this hearing. Thank you very
much.

(Hearing adjourned at 2:44 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

STATE OF M SSOURI )
COUNTY OF COLE 3 >

I, Jenna Petree, do hereby certify that the
W t ness whose testinony appears in the foregoing deposition
was taken by ne to the best of ny ability and thereafter
reduced to typewiting under ny direction; that | am
nei ther counsel for, related to, nor enployed by any of the
parties to the action in which this deposition was taken,
and further that | amnot a relative or enployee of any

attorney or counsel enployed by the parties thereto, nor

financially or otherwi se interested in the outcone of the

acti on. -
" m%ﬂm

Court Reporter
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