
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION


OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the matter of the application of Missouri Gas 
)

Energy, a division of Southern Union Company, for
)
Case No. GO-2004-0419

a waiver from the application of certain tariff 
)

language regarding refunds.


 
)


CORRECTED MOTION TO AMEND APPLICATION; MOTION FOR EXPEDITED TREATMENT

Comes now Missouri Gas Energy, a division of Southern Union Company, (“MGE” or “Applicant”), by and through counsel, and for its corrected motion to amend application and motion for expedited treatment pursuant to 4 CSR 240-2.080(16), respectfully states as follows:

1.
On or about February 19, 2004, MGE filed its application for waiver herein.

2.
On or about March 5, 2004, the Commission Staff filed its recommendation for approval of MGE’s application.

3.
Over the weekend of March 13-14, 2004, MGE undertook programming assessment and analysis necessary in the event the Commission grants MGE’s application for waiver.  As a result of that programming assessment and analysis, MGE believes that the refund calculation methodology set forth in MGE’s application should be modified slightly in order to more fully effectuate refund of the subject dollars to MGE’s customers.  


4.
In particular, as originally proposed, the refund factor of $0.02507/Ccf was calculated on the basis, among other things, of a projected amount of refund dollars to be received by MGE from Southern Star Central ($23,418,369.54) and tariffed PGA volumes (670,113,300 Ccf).  See footnotes 1 and 2 of Application for Waiver.  

5.
On March 15, 2004, MGE advised the Commission by way of its Motion to Amend Application filed herein that as a result of the programming assessment and analysis undertaken by MGE on the weekend of March 13-14, however, MGE believed that 484,801,201 Ccf represented the volumes used by MGE customers of record as March 12, 2004, during the twelve revenue months of March 2003 through February 2004.  In addition, MGE advised the Commission that through communication with Southern Star Central personnel on March 15, 2004, MGE had learned that the refund amount to MGE will be $23,427,353.  As a result, MGE proposed, in its March 15, 2004, Motion to Amend Application, to use a refund factor of $0.03466/Ccf.            

6.
After filing its Motion to Amend Application on March 15, 2004, counsel for MGE learned that the number which had been provided to the Commission as representing the volumes used by MGE customers of record as of March 12, 2004, during the twelve revenue months of March 2003 through February 2004 (484,301,201) had not been validated by billing system personnel and is not correct.  Counsel for MGE provided this number in an effort to provide information relevant to this matter on a timely basis and hereby apologizes for any confusion that providing a non-validated and incorrect number may have caused. 

7.
MGE personnel have now had the opportunity to analyze the situation more thoroughly and have concluded that 523,252,870 accurately reflects the volumes used by MGE customers of record as of March 12, 2004, during the twelve revenue months of March 2003 through February 2004.  Therefore, MGE proposes to use $0.03211/Ccf as the refund factor. Of the total amount of $23,427,353 to be received from Southern Star Central, 71.73%--or $16,804,440.30—is to be refunded to MGE sales customers and 28.27% is to be refunded to MGE large volume customers pursuant to the terms of the Stipulation and Agreement approved by the Commission in Case No. GO-98-500.  Dividing this amount by the accurate volume level of 523,252,870, produces a refund factor of $0.03211/Ccf.    


8.
MGE has endeavored to file this corrected motion to amend application as soon as possible after discovering the problem in the March 15, 2004, Motion to Amend Application.  MGE asks that the Commission make any authorization granted herein effective so as to enable MGE to implement such authority on March 27, 2004.  Providing authorization within this expedited time frame will benefit MGE customers by speeding their receipt of bill credits.    

WHEREFORE, MGE respectfully submits this motion to amend application and asks that the Commission approve the original application for waiver as filed, except for the substitution of the new refund factor set forth in paragraph 8 herein. 

Respectfully submitted,








/s/ Robert J. Hack

____________________________________

Robert J. Hack                        MBE   #36496

3420 Broadway

Kansas City, Missouri 64111

816/360-5755

816/360-5536 (facsimile)

 




 
Email: rhack@mgemail.com
Attorney for Missouri Gas Energy


Certificate of Service
The undersigned certifies that a true and correct copy of the foregoing was served by hand delivery, electronic mail or U.S. Mail on the following counsel this 16th day of March 2004.

Office of the General Counsel

Office of the Public Counsel

Missouri Public Service Commission

Governor State Office Building

P.O. Box 360




P.O. Box 7800

Governor State Office Building 

Jefferson City, Missouri 65102

Jefferson City, Missouri 65102








/s/ Robert J. Hack

___________________________________
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